
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, January 4, 2026 

 Second Sunday of Christmas 

INTRODUCTION 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is 
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word ex-
isted with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas 
is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gath-
ered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the 
wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and 
truth. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The January Noisy Offering collection will go to Project 10 20 Cold Weather Shelter, chosen by our 3 yr—3rd grade 
class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



“The Christmas Story”   
Natalie Sublet 
Emily Howe 
Justin Howe 
3 Wise Men & Gifts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meaning of the 12 
days of Christmas: 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we yearn for your presence to transform 
our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  300, vs. 1 & 2 

Greeting page 147 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 147 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God,  
you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace 
empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14  
God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. 
In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will 
express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow. 
 
 7 Thus says the Lord: 
 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 
  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 
 proclaim, give praise, and say, 
  “Save, O Lord, your people, 
  the remnant of Israel.” 

The First Noel 
 
1 The first Noel the angel did say 
 was to certain poor shepherds in fields as 

they lay; 
 in fields where they lay, keeping their 

sheep, 
 on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
 
 

Refrain 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 
 Born is the King of Israel. 
 
2 They looked up and saw a star 
 shining in the east beyond them far; 
 and to the earth it gave great light, 
 and so it continued both day and night.  

Refrain 
 
Text: English traditional  



 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north 
  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 
 among them the blind and the lame, 
  those with child and those in labor together; 
  a great company, they shall return here. 
 9 With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back; 
 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 
  in a straight path where they shall not stumble, 
 for I have become a father to Israel, 
  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
 
 10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 
  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 
 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him 
  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 
 11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob 
  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 
  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 
 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 
 their life shall become like a watered garden, 
  and they shall never languish again. 
 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 
  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 
 I will turn their mourning into joy; 
  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 
 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 
  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 
 says the Lord. 

 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20  
Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12) 



 12 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 
  praise your God, O Zion, 

 13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
  and has blessed your children within you. 
 14 God has established peace on your borders 
  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
 15 God sends out a command to the earth, 
  a word that runs very swiftly.  
 16 God gives snow like wool, 
  scattering frost like ashes. 
 17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 
  Who can stand against God’s cold? 
 18 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 
  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
 19 God declares the word to Jacob, 
  statutes and judgments to Israel. 
 20 The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 
  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  
 
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14  
In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and 
earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children 
and have been promised eternal salvation. 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in 
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 
love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he 
lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as 
a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 



to his counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, 
might live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance 
toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
 
Gospel Acclamation   p.151        
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 1st Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18  
John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all 
things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the 
world. 
 
[1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through 
him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 
in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it. 
  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify 
to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was 
coming into the world.]  
  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his 
own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who 
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of 
man, but of God. 
  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him 
and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead 



of me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, 
grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself 
God, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  303 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 

Brightest and Best of the Stars 
 
1 Brightest and best of the stars of the morn-

ing, 
 dawn on our darkness and lend us your 

aid. 
 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
 guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 
 
2 Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shin-

ing; 
 low lies his head with the beasts of the 

stall; 
 angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
 maker and monarch and savior of all. 
 
3 What shall we give him, in costly devotion? 
 Shall we bring incense and off'rings divine, 

 gems of the mountain and pearls of the 
ocean, 

 myrrh from the forest or gold from the 
mine? 

 
4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
 vainly with gifts would his favor secure; 
 richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
 dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 
5 Brightest and best of the stars of the morn-

ing, 
 dawn on our darkness and lend us your 

aid. 
 Star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
 guide where our infant redeemer is laid. 
 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783-1826, alt. 



God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the   
 virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 Living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
And glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 
creation, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your name. Be 
with us now, not only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, but in the beloved 
people of this assembly. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and oceans; and 
in the waters of baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care for the earth as a 
garden watered by your grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people near and 
far, in bodies of all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us seek you in many 
places, praising you in many tongues. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new 
relationship, or a new living situation, especially those displaced because of 
tragedy or loss. Be with all others who need your life-giving touch this day 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and 
fellowship in this congregation and in the wider community. Make our tables signs 
of your welcoming presence among us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. We 
remember those who have died and look to being united with them in your glory. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O 
God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ELW 184 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 153 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
God is now in flesh appearing. 
Come to the feast of joy! 
 
COMMUNION   

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154 

COMMUNION HYMN ELW  296 

What Child Is This 
 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 
 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
The triune God, 
glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  290 

DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 
Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  
 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 
3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born; 
 and God sent us salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 
1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

 



St. Mark’s members: 

Jami Schmideskamp, 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends:  

Donna Daeke, sister of Paula Quade, 

Jeff Maich, friend of Paula Quade, 

Amy Cagle, daughter-in-law of Pete & Linda Cagle, 

Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,  

Patty, friend of Vicki Larson, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins, 

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-

derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s 

sister,  

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron 

Brown, 

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,  

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,  

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-

heart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-

heart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


