St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 7, 2025
Second Sunday of Advent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to
repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the
approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous
judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with
hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no
more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John
the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The December Noisy Offering collection will go to Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by the high-school class.
The flowers today are from Warren, Barbara & Wes Latham, in memory of their daughter, Angie, and for
their December birthdays of Warren & daughter Lindsay. Happy Birthday to Warren & Lindsay!

Upcoming Commemorations

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397

While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the
same day he was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still
sing today, and helped lead St. Augustine to faith.



Second Sunday of Advent

Dave, Mary & Rylan Mindrup

Use this blessing when lighting two candles.

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again.
You fasten righteousness around your waist

and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire.

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames,
and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare.
We ask that peace abound,

until none hurt or destroy over all the earth.

Amen.

ADVENT WREATH HYMN ELW 240, vs. 1 & 2

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness. let the light banish darkness.
He shall bring salvation to Israel, He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
God fulfills the promise. gently lead them homeward.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

“The Christmas Story”
Larrie Nichols - Innkeeper




PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 239

Hark, the Glad Sound! 3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, and with the treasures of his grace
the Savior promised long; to enrich the humble poor.
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne
and ev'ry voice a song. 4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,
2 He comes the pris'ners to release, and heav'n's eternal arches ring
in Satan's bondage held. with your beloved name.
The gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters y|eId Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751

Greeting page 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts,

Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forev-
er.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal
line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with per-
fect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexist-
ence.

" A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.

’ The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,



the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
® His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,
“ but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
> Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

° The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
"The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
® The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.

’ They will not hurt or destroy
on all my holy mountain,

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD
as the waters cover the sea.

'“On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the na-

tions shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The Word of The Lord.

Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Thanks Be to God.

May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7)

" Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king’s son;



’ that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
’ that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
“ Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. R
> May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
° Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
"In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
'* Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
" And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.

Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has
been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and en-
couraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family.

“ Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. °
May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, ° so that together you may with
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

"Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glo-
ry of God. °For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on
behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to
the ancestors ~ and that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written,

“Therefore | will confess you among the gentiles

and sing praises to your name”;
'“and again he says,



“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
" and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,
and let all the peoples praise him”;
' and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the gentiles;
in him the gentiles shall hope.”
" May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p.151
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 3rd Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling peo-
ple to mend their ways and speaking of a powerful one who is to come.

"In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
? “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” ° This is the one of whom
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.””
“ Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and
his food was locusts and wild honey. ° Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the re-
gion around the Jordan were going out to him, ° and they were baptized by him in
the River Jordan, confessing their sins.

’But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his bap-
tism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the
coming wrath? ° Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ~ and do not presume
to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,” for | tell you, God is able
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. '’ Even now the ax is lying at
the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut



down and thrown into the fire.

" “| baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is
coming after me is more powerful than |, and | am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
" His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he
will burn with unquenchable fire.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 249

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry like flow'rs that wither and decay.
1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry 4  Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
announces that the Lord is nigh; and make us rise to fall no more;
awake and hearken, for he brings oh, let your face upon us shine
glad tidings of the King of kings! and fill the world with love divine.
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; 5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
make straight the way for God within, whose advent has our freedom won,
and let us all our hearts prepare whom with the Father we adore,
for Christ to come and enter there. and Holy Spirit, evermore.
3 We hail you as our Savior, LOI’d, Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite

our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your prom-
ise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite
hearts and minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity
among peoples. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day
when all creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity
and all creation will mutually thrive. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with
one another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our
partner churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Luther-
an Disaster Response. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in
the face of grief, depression, or disease (especially). Renew the spirits of those re-
covering from surgery and medical procedures. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome
all that divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we
serve in the way of Christ. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith, especially Ambrose,
Bishop of Milan, whom we commemorate today. Fill us with the hope of the Holy
Spirit now and into the ages of ages. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ELW 184

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 153
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is life. God is with us.
Come, receive what God has promised.

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 154

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 494

For the Bread Which You Have Broken seated at the heav'nly board,
may the church still waiting for you
1 For the bread which you have broken, keep love's tie unbroken, Lord.
for the wine which you have poured,
for the words which you have spoken, 4 Inyour service, Lord, defend us;
now we give you thanks, O Lord. in our hearts keep watch and ward;
in the world to which you send us
2 By this promise that you love us, let your kingdom come, O Lord.

by your gift of peace restored,
by your call to heav'n above us,
hallow all our lives, O Lord.

Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855-1930, alt.
Text © Robert F. Jefferys Jr.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid

. . license from copyright administrator.
3 With the saints who now adore you,

ELW 262
Wait for the Lord

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart!

Text: Taizé Community

Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God our host,

at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast,

welcome the stranger,

and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

May God who comes among us,

Father, - Son, and Holy Spirit,

grant you patience in waiting, peace in the darkness,
and good news to share today and always.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 264, vs. 1 & 2

Prepare the Royal Highway your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before him!
1 Prepare the royal highway; Spread garments! Shout and sing!
the King of kings is near! God's promise will not fail you!
Let ev'ry hill and valley No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain
a level road appear!
Then greet the King of glory, Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of
foretold in sacred story: Worship

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress.

Refrain
Hosanna to the Lord,
for he fulfills God's word!

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

2 God's people, see him coming:



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Keep awake.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Jami Schmideskamp,
Nicole Moore,

Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins,
Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-
derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s
sister,

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron
Brown,

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’'Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,
Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-
heart,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-
heart,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



