
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 
 First Sunday of Christmas 

INTRODUCTION 

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with 
the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not 
remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk 
with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered un-
justly. In our gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us 
up, and carry us as in days of old. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The December Noisy Offering collection will go to Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by the high-school class. 
The flowers today are from Amy Hackler, in honor of Ruth Ann Hackler on her 79th wedding anniversary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Commemorations 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in his jealous 
attempt to murder the baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of the evil that led Christ to be born 
for our salvation. 



 
“The Christmas Story”   
 
Pam Wilson- 
The donkey & 
the shepherd 
 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minis-
ter begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we yearn for your presence to transform 
our grief, pain, and despair. 
We confess that we have not always prepared 
room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized 
your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 
oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room 
for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems 
that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 
God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 
Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 269, vs. 1 & 2 

Greeting page 147 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 147 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God,  
you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected 
the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9  
God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own 
presence brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in 
celebrating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely. 
 
 7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
  the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
 because of all that the Lord has done for us 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
 8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
  children who will not act deceitfully,” 

Once in Royal David's City 
 
1 Once in royal David's city 
 stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 where a mother laid her baby 
 in a manger for his bed: 
 Mary was that mother mild, 
 Jesus Christ, her little child. 
 

2 He came down to earth from heaven 
 who is God and Lord of all, 
 and his shelter was a stable, 
 and his cradle was a stall; 
 with the poor and meek and lowly, 
 lived on earth our Savior holy. 
 
Text: Cecil Frances Alexander, 1818-1895 
 



 and he became their savior 
  9 in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and pity it was he who redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 148  
The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13) 
 
 1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
 2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9 mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10 wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12 young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  



 13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 
 servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord.  Hallelujah!  
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18  
Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed 
for us. We do not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus 
Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny of 
our lives. 
 
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect 
through sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all 
have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters, 12 saying,  
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
13 And again,  
 “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again,  
 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
  14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise 
shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were 
held in slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help 
angels but the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the 
sins of the people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is 
able to help those who are being tested. 
 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
 



Gospel Acclamation   p.151        
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 2nd Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23  
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the 
jealousy of Herod. 
 
13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I 
tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to 
destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child 
and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 
  16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by 
the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent and killed 
all the children in and around Bethlehem who were 
two years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 
17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
  19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 
district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called 
a Nazarene.” 



CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Janice Hawley 
SERMON Pastor Janice Hawley 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  292 

 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

Love Has Come 
 
1 Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 
hear how their song of joy arises:  
Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  
Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 
 

2     Love is born! Come, share in the wonder. 
Love is God now asleep in the hay. 
See the glow in the eyes of his mother; 
what is the name her heart is saying? 
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers; 
Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel. 

 
3 Love has come and never will leave us!  

Love is life everlasting and free. 
Love is Jesus within and among us. 
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas; 
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

 
Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950 
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity 
Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 
creation, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according 
to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world 
and do likewise. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your 
love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for 
what we have broken. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you 
suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all 
they serve. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out 
your compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm 
of your hand. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you 
sheltered your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you 
comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones (especially). Even 
as we mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your 
comfort and protection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O 
God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our 
Savior. 
Amen. 



PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ELW 184 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 153 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
God is now in flesh appearing. 
Come to the feast of joy! 
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154 



COMMUNION HYMN ELW  296 

 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 

What Child Is This 
 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 



The triune God, 
glorious Mystery, 
holy Incarnate One, 
abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  288 

DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 
1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 give ye heed to what we say: 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 ox and ass before him bow, 
 and he is in the manger now. 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today! 
 
2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye hear of endless bliss: 
 Jesus Christ was born for this! 

 He has opened heaven's door, 
 and we are blest forevermore. 
 Christ was born for this! 
 Christ was born for this! 
 
3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 with heart and soul and voice; 
 now ye need not fear the grave; 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 to gain the everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 
 
Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 



St. Mark’s members: 

Jami Schmideskamp, 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends:  

Donna Daeke, sister of Paula Quade, 

Jeff Maich, friend of Paula Quade, 

Amy Cagle, daughter-in-law of Pete & Linda Cagle, 

Audrey Varner, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,  

Patty, friend of Vicki Larson, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins, 

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-

derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s 

sister,  

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron 

Brown, 

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,  

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,  

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-

heart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-

heart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


