St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, November 16, 2025
23rd Sunday after Pentecost

ACT

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are dire. The tone of to-
day’s texts is ominous. But the baptized know how to live in the meantime. The
baptized are strengthened for the living of these days in word and sacrament. The
baptized rally around the invitation of the apostle: “Do not be weary in doing
what is right.”

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The November Noisy Offering collection will go to Wreaths Across America, chosen by Parish Ed.
The flowers today are from Pastor Kris, in memory of Pastor Fred Schmidt on his birthday.
Pam Wilson — Worship Committee announcement.

Dave Mindrup- Talk in Worship #5 .




Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Faithful God,

you have shown us the ways of your heart,
yet we stray from your paths.

We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression
and do not embrace the freedom

of your faithful promises.

We ignore our neighbors.

We exploit the earth.

We reject your abundance,

trusting our impulses instead of your steadfast love.
Repair our relationships,

restore what we have broken,

renew our hearts,

and bring us to new life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God the Faithful One loves you,

=+ in Christ Jesus your sins are forgiven,

and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free.
Amen.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 796

How Firm a Foundation 3 "When through fiery trials your pathway
shall lie,
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your sup-
Lord, ply.
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the The flames shall not hurt you; | only design
Word! your dross to consume and your gold to
What more can he say than to you he has refine."
said
who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people
shall prove
2 "Fear not, | am with you, oh, be not dis- my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
mayed, and then, when gray hairs shall their tem-
for | am your God and will still give you aid; ples adorn,
I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause like lambs they shall still in my bosom be
you to stand, borne."
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent
hand." Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Greeting page 138
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 138
HYMN OF PRAISE page 140

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God,

the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is
holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may
live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Malachi 4:1-2a

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On
that day, the evil will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteous-
ness” will shine on those who honor God.



" See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evil-
doers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the LORD of
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. ** But for you who revere
my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 98
In righteousness will the LORD judge the world. (Ps. 98:9)

" Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory.
’ 0 LORD, you have made known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations.
’ You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.
“ Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands;
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.
> Sing to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and the voice of song.
° With trumpets and the sound of the horn
shout with joy before the king, the LORD.
’ Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who dwell therein.
® Let the rivers clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge the
earth.
’The LorD will judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with equity.

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the
nearness of Christ’s return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other
members of the community. The writer of this letter warns them bluntly that if
they want to eat, they need to work.



° Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not ac-
cording to the tradition that they received from us. ' For you yourselves know
how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, °
and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor
we worked night and day so that we might not burden any of you. ° This was not
because we do not have that right but in order to give you an example to imitate.
" For even when we were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling
to work should not eat. " For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly,
mere busybodies, not doing any work. * Now such persons we command and ex-
hort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living.
" Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p.142
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 21st Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 21:5-19

As history moves toward God'’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and
events. Before the end, believers will draw strength from their relationship to God
and will be given the words they need to testify and to endure without fear.

°When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful
stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, ° “As for these things that you see,
the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be
thrown down.”

7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that
this is about to take place?” ° And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for
many will come in my name and say, ‘l am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!” Do not go
after them.

> “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” *° Then he
said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; **
there will be great earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and



there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven.

' “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will
hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings
and governors because of my name. " This will give you an opportunity to testify.
" So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance, * for | will give
you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or
contradict. ° You will be betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and
friends, and they will put some of you to death. " You will be hated by all because
of my name. " But not a hair of your head will perish. " By your endurance you
will gain your souls.”

‘Iln,
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CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



Blessing of the Quilts

Janie Best Janet Krievins

Nancy Bryer Sheila Mutschelknaus
Elaine Bull Robbie Robertson
Donna Fluck Pam Thomas

Donna Frenzl Jan Wulfekoetter

P: Gracious God, as we place our hands on these Quilts, we join giver and receiver, recognizing the
unity of all your people in the body of Christ.

C: We celebrate being the children of God.

P: We give thanks for the variety of gifts that compose these Quilts: donations of fabric, thread and
sewing machines, the faithful people who cut the squares, design the patterns, sew the tops, iron
the fabric, make backs and fillers, tie and stitch the bindings.

C: We celebrate generosity.

P: We give thanks for the fellowship of all who work together to make the Quilts, the laughter, the
shared stories, the joy of crafting something with one’s hands and heart for another and the time to
reflect and wonder about the recipient.

C: We celebrate community.

P: We send these Quilts as a sign of God's love and blessing for each person who receives one, trust-
ing that their Quilt will be a source of comfort and hope in the midst of disaster and fear, a symbol
of Christ’s love to those who suffer, a reminder that each recipient is a beloved child of God.

We pray that these Quilts will serve a useful purpose in the life of the recipient; that they will bring
warmth in the cold, shelter from the sun and heat, a wall for a home, or a carrier for a few precious
belongings. May it be a step in recovering one’s life and a message of care from someone they
may never meet.

C: We celebrate hope in the midst of life’s trials.

P: We remember those who have received our Quilts in the past and pray that their lives have re-
turned to stability.

C: We celebrate the gift of life. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 597
My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less

1 My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own | claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

2 When darkness veils his lovely face,
| rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale

my anchor holds within the veil. Refrain

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay. Refrain

4 When he shall come with trumpet sound,
oh, may | then in him be found,
clothed in his righteousness alone,
redeemed to stand before the throne! Re-
frain

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim
the gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized
on righteous paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your
mighty power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and
places experiencing natural disasters (especially). Strengthen organizations who
provide aid to any in crisis. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law
enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to ac-
tions of care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are
marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by
family, and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or
in pain of any kind (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compas-
sionate service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage
your people in building equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithful-
ness (especially). Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by
the example of the faithful. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and un-
yielding love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ELW 182

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 144

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

There is a place for you at the table of God.
Come, receive the food that does not perish,

a taste of life eternal.

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 146




COMMUNION HYMNS
ELW 789

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need your tender care.
In your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.

2 We are yours; in love befriend us,
be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us,
seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.

3 You have promised to receive us,
poor and sinful though we be;
you have mercy to relieve us,
grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
early let us turn to you.

4 Early let us seek your favor,
early let us do your will;
blessed Lord and only Savior,
with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847

ELW 432

The Head That Once Was Crowned

1 The head that once was crowned with thorns

is crowned with glory now;
a royal diadem adorns
the mighty victor's brow.

2 The highest place that heav'n affords

is his by sov'reign right,
the King of kings, and Lord of lords,
and heav'n's eternal light.

3 The joy of all who dwell above,
the joy of all below
to whom he manifests his love,
and grants his name to know;

4 To them the cross, with all its shame,
with all its grace, is giv'n;
their name, an everlasting name,
their joy, the joy of heav'n.

5 They suffer with their Lord below;
they reign with him above;
their profit and their joy to know
the myst'ry of his love.

6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people's hope, his people's wealth,
their everlasting theme!

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of field and flower, wheat and grape,

you have nourished us with the bread of heaven
that gives life to the world.

Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son,
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who
hunger and thirst,

and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name.
Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you,

God the Son save you,

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.
The holy Trinity bless you

and grant you a faithful and courageous heart

now and forever.

Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 8381

Let All Things Now Living

1 Let all things now living

a song of thanksgiving

to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,

protected and stayed us,

who still guides us on to the end of our
days.

God's banners are o'er us,

God's light goes before us,

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished

and darkness is banished,

as forward we travel from light into light.

2 God rules all the forces:

the stars in their courses

and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains,

the rivers and fountains,

the deeps of the ocean proclaim God di-
vine.

We too should be voicing

our love and rejoicing;

with glad adoration a song let us raise
till all things now living

unite in thanksgiving:

"To God in the highest, hosanna and
praise!"

Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt.
Text © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the harvest.
Thanks be to God.




BECAUSE OF
GOD'S GREAT MERCY

Announcement/Talk in Worship #5 — 11/16/25)

This is an update on the results from “Because of God’s Great Mercy”
Commitment Sunday. The Financial Secretary has received over 20
Commitment Cards so far.

Thank you very much for returning the Commitment Cards to the church. If
you have not returned your Commitment Card yet, please do so as quickly
as possible. If you have misplaced your commitment form, you can find
extra copies in the back of the church.

Blessings to you from St Mark’s Stewardship Committee



Your generosity is changing lives!
Give one-time or schedule recurming giving using any of the Online Giving options below.

http=://stmarks.breezechms.com/give/online
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

QR Code Giving Website Giving Text Giving

Simply text "Give® or "Give
<amount=" (ex. "Give 250")
to 913-799-1898.
Gifts go to the General
Fund by default
(Note that text giving does
not currently allow the
donor fo cover the
processing fees.)

If completing any of the giving oplions above for the first ime, please complete your Giving Information and
ACH or Credit/Debit card details. Once complete, the information is securely saved for future gifts.
You can optionally choose to cover the processing fee for QR Code and Website Giving.

ACH transactions (preferred) have much lower processing fees than Credit/Debit Card transactions.
For QR Code Giving, focus on the code with your phone camera, then click on the link on your screen.
Note that current giving methods will still be accepted (plate offerings, mailed donations, and Vanco).

Simple and Secure Online Giving
Encrypted connections: Breeze/Tithe ly uses HTTPS S5L encrypted connections for all data sent back and
forth. This is the same standard used for transferring credit card data.
No stored card numbers: Full credit card numbers are not stored on Breeze(Tithe ly servers. Your payment

information is securely stored by the payment processor, Stripe, an industry leader in online payments.
PCI compliant: Systems are PCl compliant, ensuring the highest standards for handling payment data.

For questions, please contact Debbie VanKempen at finsecpestmarks@gmail com



BECAUSE OF
GoDp’sS GREAT MERCY

2026 Annual Commitment to St Mark’s Lutheran Church
COMMITMENT SUNDAY — NOVEMBER . 9, 2025
ﬁ General § Yearly Total
Mortgage $ Yearly Total ﬂ
[ General Fund commitment represents an increase of 1% or more of our household income.,

O I/We intend to use Automatic Funds Transfer: ] Vanco O Tithely/Breeze [0 Other (check one)

Mame

Give joyfully . .. "Because of God's Great Mercy”!



PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Jami Schmideskamp,
Nicole Moore,

Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,
Patty, friend of Vicki Larson,

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins,
Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-
derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson
John & Darlene Magnuson, parents of Char
Saunders,

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s
sister,

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron
Brown,

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’'Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,
Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,
Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-
heart,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-
heart,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



