
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, October 26, 2025 

Reformation Sunday  

INTRODUCTION 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be re-
formed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We cele-
brate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do 
this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we 
pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The October Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack lunch program, chosen by Parish Ed. 
Temple talk: Ali Luin – MLM Sack Lunch Program 

Stewardship Talk in Worship #2 - Vicki Larson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; Paul Gerhardt, died 1676; 
hymnwriters 
These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of war and 
plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one week. He wrote "O 
Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for night is flying." Heermann's hymns, 
including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the emotions of faith. Gerhardt, perhaps the great-
est Lutheran hymnwriter, was a pastor in Berlin. 



Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful and loving God, 
we are your stiff-necked people. 
We trample on the needy. 
We grumble about your grace to others. 
We turn away from the poor. 
Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 
Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 
and have been found. 
Amen. 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 
Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 
You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  504, vs. 1 & 4 

 

Greeting page 138 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 138 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 140 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, gracious Lord,  
we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour out 
your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, pro-
tect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the 
gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Carillon Ringers “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”  Arranged by Kevin McChesney.    
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34  
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will ex-
pect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  
 
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible 
only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in 
a God who forgets. 
 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer 
shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will for-
give their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 46 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 
 
 1 God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3 though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8 Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 



 9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11 The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28  
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Refor-
mation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works 
of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine 
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from 
sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under 
the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held 
accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds pre-
scribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed 
and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through 
the faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did 
this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the pre-
sent time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one 
who has the faith of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? 
That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is 
justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation   p.142        
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 8th Chapter. 



Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 8:31-36  
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. 
He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 
 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descend-
ants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do 
you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a perma-
nent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36 
So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  665 

Rise, Shine, You People! 
 
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has 

entered 
 our human story; God in him is centered. 
 He comes to us, by death and sin sur-

rounded, 
 with grace unbounded. 
 
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reel-

ing; 
 he brings us freedom, light and life and 

healing. 
 All men and women, who by guilt are driv-

en, 
 now are forgiven. 
 
3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurl-

ing, 
 your songs and prayers against the dark-

ness hurling. 
 To all the world go out and tell the story 
 of Jesus' glory. 
 
4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save 

us. 
 Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave 

us. 
 Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation 
 God's new creation. 
 
Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt. 
Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 

 



NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the  
Living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
And glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 



Prayers of Intercession 
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
creation. 
A brief silence. 
Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by your 
word. Direct your church to be united in word and deed so that all creation knows 
the uniting and transforming power of the gospel. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those 
who work to restore and renew creation. Preserve and care for endangered spe-
cies throughout the world. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the norm 
on your earth. Inspire leaders of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite 
our politicians with a common mission and purpose. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are 
incarcerated. Give hope to people experiencing housing or employment insecuri-
ty, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are ill (especially). Be our 
stronghold at all times. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding and 
reconciliation between people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in our 
community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds we have caused one another. 
God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints, especially 
Philipp Nicolai, Johann Heermann, and Paul Gerhardt. Give us hope in your son’s 
victory through the cross. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ELW 182 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 144 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 146 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  656 

ELW 592 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 

Blest Be the Tie That Binds 
 
1 Blest be the tie that binds 
 our hearts in Christian love; 
 the unity of heart and mind 
 is like to that above. 
 
2 Before our Father's throne 
 we pour our ardent prayers; 
 our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
 our comforts and our cares. 
 

3 We share our mutual woes, 
 our mutual burdens bear, 
 and often for each other flows 
 the sympathizing tear. 
 
4 From sorrow, toil, and pain, 
 and sin we shall be free; 
 and perfect love and friendship reign 
 through all eternity. 
 
Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt. 

 

Just As I Am, without One Plea 
 
1 Just as I am, without one plea, 
 but that thy blood was shed for me, 
 and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
2 Just as I am, though tossed about 
 with many a conflict, many a doubt, 
 fightings and fears within, without, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 

3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
 wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 
 because thy promise I believe, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 
 
4 Just as I am; thy love unknown 
 has broken ev'ry barrier down; 
 now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 
 O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871 

 



We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  654 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The Church's One Foundation 
 
1 The church's one foundation 
 is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
 she is his new creation 
 by water and the word. 
 From heav'n he came and sought her 
 to be his holy bride; 
 with his own blood he bought her, 
 and for her life he died. 
 
2 Elect from ev'ry nation, 
 yet one o'er all the earth, 
 her charter of salvation 
 one Lord, one faith, one birth: 
 one holy name she blesses, 
 partakes one holy food, 
 and to one hope she presses, 
 with ev'ry grace endued. 
 
3 Though with a scornful wonder 
 this world sees her oppressed, 
 by schisms rent asunder, 
 by heresies distressed, 

 yet saints their watch are keeping; 
 their cry goes up: "How long?" 
 And soon the night of weeping 
 shall be the morn of song. 
 
4 Through toil and tribulation 
 and tumult of her war, 
 she waits the consummation 
 of peace forevermore; 
 till with the vision glorious 
 her longing eyes are blest, 
 and the great church victorious 
 shall be the church at rest. 
 
5 Yet she on earth has union 
 with God, the Three in One, 
 and mystic sweet communion 
 with those whose rest is won. 
 Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus! 
 Lord, save us by your grace, 
 that we, like saints before us, 
 may see you face to face. 
  
Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900 
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“as each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace” 

– I Peter 4:10 

God has given us his mercy and love “in order that” we might proclaim through word and 
deed all that God has done in our lives. We do that individually as we live our faith in our daily 
lives. We also do that collectively in our congregation. 

Our congregation proclaims God’s mercy and love within our walls through worship, through 
Christian education for our children and youth, through the many groups that meet to learn 
and serve. Our congregation proclaims God’s mercy and love in our community as we make a 
difference for good in the lives of people around us who are in need. Our congregation 
proclaims God’s mercy and love across our country and around the world as we support 
important ministries that are making a difference near and far. 

Your giving to our congregation makes all of this possible. Because of you, we proclaim the 
mercy and love from God who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Jami Schmideskamp, 

Nicole Moore, 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends:  

Mitch Shaffer, friend of Susan and Bob Fetsch,  

Patty, friend of Vicki Larson, 

Family of Olivia Copeland, great-granddaughter 

of Beverly Norager, 

Family of Dee Iverson, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins, 

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-

derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson 

John & Darlene Magnuson, parents of Char 

Saunders, 

Family of Susan Gaylen, cousin of Joyce Johnson, 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,  

Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson, 

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson, 

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown, 

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,  

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,  

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara 
Strampe, 
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


