
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, September 7, 2025 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 

INTRODUCTION 

Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating 
Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ. 
Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and 
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this 
hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The September Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack lunch program, chosen by our Confirmation 
class. 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, 

we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found. 

Amen. 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  335 

Greeting page 138 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 138 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 140 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Direct us, O Lord God,  
in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, contin-
ued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mer-
cy, bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20  

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their 
ancestors. In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by 
loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following other gods. 
 

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 
 
1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
 there's a precious fountain; 
 free to all, a healing stream 
 flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 
Refrain 
 In the cross, in the cross 
 be my glory ever; 
 till my ransomed soul shall find 
 rest beyond the river. 
 
2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 

 love and mercy found me; 
 there the bright and morning star 
 sheds its beams around me.  Refrain 
 
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
 bring its scenes before me; 
 help me walk from day to day 
 with its shadow o'er me.  Refrain 
 
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
 hoping, trusting ever, 
 till I reach the golden strand 
 just beyond the river.  Refrain 
 
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915 



15 “See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16 If 
you obey the commandments of the Lord your God that I am commanding you 
today, by loving the Lord your God, walking in his ways, and observing his com-
mandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, 
and the Lord your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to possess. 
17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear but are led astray to bow 
down to other gods and serve them, 18 I declare to you today that you shall cer-
tainly perish; you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to 
enter and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you 
and your descendants may live, 20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and 
holding fast to him, for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may 
live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 1 
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3) 
 
 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 2 Their delight is in the law of the Lord, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 
 with leaves that do not wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 4 It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6 For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  
 



Second Reading: Philemon 1-21  
Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, 
who is in prison. Paul writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to 
receive Onesimus, upon his return, as a sibling in Christ. 
 
1 Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,  
  To our beloved coworker Philemon, 2 to our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier 
Archippus, and to the church in your house: 
  3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  4 I thank my God always when I mention you in my prayers, 5 because I hear of 
your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord Jesus. 6 I pray that the 
partnership of your faith may become effective as you comprehend all the good 
that we share in Christ. 7 I have indeed received much joy and encouragement 
from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through 
you, my brother. 
 
  8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command 
you to do the right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—
and I, Paul, do this as an old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I 
am appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during 
my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful 
to you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, my own heart, back to you. 13 I 
wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me in your place during 
my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without your 
consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so 
that you might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a slave but more 
than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, 
both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
  17 So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 
18 If he has wronged you in any way or owes you anything, charge that to me. 19 I, 
Paul, am writing this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your 
owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit from you in 
the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your obedience, I am writing 
to you, knowing that you will do even more than I ask. 



 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation   p.142        
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 14th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Luke 14:25-33  
Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should 
know from the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean 
renouncing all other allegiances. 
 
25 Now large crowds were traveling with [Jesus], and he turned and said to them, 
26 “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever 
does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, 
intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it? 
29 Otherwise, when he has laid a founda-
tion and is not able to finish, all who see 
it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, 
‘This fellow began to build and was not 
able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out 
to wage war against another king, will 
not sit down first and consider whether 
he is able with ten thousand to oppose 
the one who comes against him with 
twenty thousand? 32 If he cannot, then 
while the other is still far away, he sends 
a delegation and asks for the terms of 
peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can 
become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.” 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  660 

 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our L ord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

Lift High the Cross 
 
Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro-

claim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain 

trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  

Refrain 
 
2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who 

died.  Refrain 

 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  

Refrain 
 
4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 
1874-1956 
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 

 



Prayers of Intercession  
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the church to follow in your ways, that it may be a witness to your 
love for all people. Help us choose all that is life-giving and confront the forces of 
death. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for creation, that it may be cherished and nurtured. Sustain farmlands, 
animals, and waters; restore places affected by calamities; and shield coastlands 
from rising seas. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those in authority. Grant them wisdom to govern justly and compas-
sion to care for the marginalized. Equip them for actions that further the common 
good. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for those who are sick, hungry, unhoused, or lonely (especially). May 
they find healing through your love and the care of those around them. Lead us to 
be your hands and feet in the world. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation, that we may be united in love and faith. Refresh 
our hearts in Christ, and deepen our support of one another. We pray that our 
sharing of faith may transform lives. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We thank you for those who have died and now dwell with the saints. Surround 
them with your divine mercy, that they find peace and rest in your loving em-
brace. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeem-
er and friend. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 



OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ELW 182 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 144 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The kingdom of God is set before you. 
Eat and rejoice. 
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 146 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  810 

ELW 838 

Beautiful Savior 
 
1 Beautiful Savior, 
 King of creation, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Truly I'd love thee, 
 truly I'd serve thee, 
 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 
 
2 Fair are the meadows, 
 fair are the woodlands, 
 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 
 Jesus is fairer, 
 Jesus is purer, 
 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

3 Fair is the sunshine, 
 fair is the moonlight, 
 bright the sparkling stars on high; 
 Jesus shines brighter, 
 Jesus shines purer 
 than all the angels in the sky. 
 
4 Beautiful Savior, 
 Lord of the nations, 
 Son of God and Son of Man! 
 Glory and honor, 
 praise, adoration, 
 now and forevermore be thine! 
 
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904 

 

O Jesus, I Have Promised 
 
1 O Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 remain forever near me, 
 my master and my friend. 
 I shall not fear the battle 
 if you are by my side, 
 nor wander from the pathway 
 if you will be my guide. 
 
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; 
 the world is ever near. 
 I see the sights that dazzle, 
 the tempting sounds I hear. 
 My foes are ever near me, 
 around me and within; 
 but, Jesus, then draw nearer 
 to shield my soul from sin. 
 

3 Oh, let me hear you speaking 
 in accents clear and still 
 above the storms of passion, 
 the murmurs of self-will. 
 Now speak to reassure me, 
 to hasten or control; 
 now speak and make me listen, 
 O Guardian of my soul. 
 
4 O Jesus, you have promised 
 to all who follow you 
 that where you are in glory 
 your servant shall be too. 
 And Jesus, I have promised 
 to serve you to the end; 
 oh, give me grace to follow, 
 my master and my friend. 
 
Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt. 

 



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  731, vs. 1, 4 & 5 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Earth and All Stars! 
 
1 Earth and all stars! Loud rushing planets! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blowing snow-

storm! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 
 
Refrain 
 God has done marvelous things. 
 I too sing praises with a new song! 
 
4 Classrooms and labs! Loud boiling test 

tubes! 

 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Athlete and band! Loud cheering people! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 
 
5 Knowledge and truth! Loud sounding wis-

dom! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song! 
 Daughter and son! Loud praying members! 
 Sing to the Lord a new song!  Refrain 
 
Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926 
Text © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends:  

Family of Dee Iverson, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins, 

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-

derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson 

John & Darlene Magnuson, parents of Char 

Saunders, 

Family of Susan Gaylen, cousin of Joyce Johnson, 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,  

Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson, 

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson, 

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown, 

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,  

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,  

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara 
Strampe, 
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


