
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, September 14, 2025 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

INTRODUCTION 

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: 
This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves 
the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy re-
minds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The September Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack lunch program, chosen by our Confirmation 
class. 
The flowers today are from Joni & Steve Benz, in memory of their brother-in-law, Bruce Campbell. 
Temple talk from Abby Polich regarding MLM Sack Lunch Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the 

presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

Amen. 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful and loving God, 

we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found. 

Amen. 

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  834, vs. 1 & 4 

Greeting page 138 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 138 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 140 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God,  
overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those 
who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject 
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14  

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to 
worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God 
and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, 
and boldly asks for mercy for them. 
7 The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up 
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn 
aside from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an im-
age of a calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your 

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
 in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
 most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient 

of Days, 
 almighty, victorious, thy great name we 

praise! 
 

4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in 
light; 

 thine angels adore thee, all veiling their 
sight; 

 all laud we would render; oh, help us to 
see 

 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee! 
 
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt. 



gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9 The Lord said to 
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 10 Now let me alone 
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them, and of 
you I will make a great nation.” 
  11 But Moses implored the Lord his God and said, “O Lord, why does your 
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt 
with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It 
was with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains and 
to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; 
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 13 Remember Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, 
saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all 
this land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall in-
herit it forever.’ ” 14 And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he 
planned to bring on his people. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-10  
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1) 
 
 1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3 For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4 Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5 Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6 Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7 Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; 



  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 9 Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17  
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they con-
tain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to 
Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most un-
worthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 
 
12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he 
considered me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was for-
merly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy be-
cause I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed 
for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and 
worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—
of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in 
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an exam-
ple to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of 
the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
Gospel Acclamation   p.142        
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 15th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Luke 15:1-10  
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being 
found and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of 
whom is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven. 
 
1 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow wel-



comes sinners and eats with them.” 
  3 So he told them this parable: 4 “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep 
and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go 
after the one that is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on 
his shoulders and rejoices. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his 
friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my lost 
sheep.’ 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
 
  8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not 
light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when 
she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10 Just so, I tell you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  778 

 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our L ord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

The Lord's My Shepherd 
 
1 The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want. 
 he makes me down to lie 
 in pastures green; he leadeth me 
 the quiet waters by. 
 He leadeth me, he leadeth me 
 the quiet waters by. 
 
2 My soul he doth restore again, 
 and me to walk doth make 
 within the paths of righteousness, 
 e'en for his own name's sake; 
 within the paths of righteousness, 
 e'en for his own name's sake. 
 
3 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
 yet will I fear no ill; 
 for thou art with me, and thy rod 

 and staff me comfort still; 
 for thou art with me, and thy rod 
 and staff me comfort still. 
 
4 My table thou hast richly spread 
 in presence of my foes; 
 my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
 and my cup overflows. 
 My head thou dost with oil anoint, 
 and my cup overflows. 
 
5 Goodness and mercy all my life 
 shall surely follow me, 
 and in God's house forevermore 
 my dwelling-place shall be; 
 and in God's house forevermore 
 my dwelling-place shall be. 
 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times 
when we have been unfaithful, and renew our commitment to your gospel of 
love. Empower us to live as a community of mercy. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed this 
earth and its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have made, 
and grant us wisdom and strength to take action toward restoring your creation to 
its fullness. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct them 
to make just decisions that serve the common good. Make them instruments of 
your mercy in the world, working to heal divisions and promote peace. God of 
grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to those 
who are sick, grieving, or in pain (especially). Give us compassionate hearts to ac-
company those who are hurting and courage to work for justice and mercy. God of 
grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply us 
with humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and gener-
osity to extend mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console 
those who mourn, and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace, 
receive our prayer. 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeem-
er and friend. 
Amen. 



PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 

 

OFFERTORY ELW 182 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 144 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. 
Come to this meal of mercy. 
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 146 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  608 

ELW 623 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
 
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watch-

ing, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 
Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is plead-
ing, 

 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his 

mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has prom-

ised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and 

pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
 
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee; 
 let the water and the blood, 
 from thy riven side which flowed, 
 be of sin the double cure; 
 cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 
2 Not the labors of my hands 
 can fulfill thy law's demands; 
 could my zeal no respite know, 
 could my tears forever flow, 
 all for sin could not atone; 
 thou must save, and thou alone. 

 
3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 
 simply to thy cross I cling. 
 Naked, come to thee for dress; 
 helpless, look to thee for grace; 
 foul, I to the fountain fly; 
 wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 
 when mine eyelids close in death, 
 when I soar to worlds unknown, 
 see thee on thy judgment throne, 
 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee. 
 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us 
and appointed us to be your servants. 
Send us to do good and to share our possessions 
with all in need. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
The God of righteousness, 
who gives justice to the oppressed, 
who gives food to the hungry, 
who sets the prisoners free, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  803, vs. 1 & 2 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
 save in the death of Christ, my God; 
 all the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 



St. Mark’s members: 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends:  

Family of Dee Iverson, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade, 

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins, 

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-

derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson 

John & Darlene Magnuson, parents of Char 

Saunders, 

Family of Susan Gaylen, cousin of Joyce Johnson, 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,  

Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,  

Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson, 

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson, 

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown, 

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz, 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,  

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,  

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara 
Strampe, 
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


