St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, July 27, 2025
7th Sunday after Pentecost

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when
Abraham intercedes for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built

up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with prayer. God hears and answers prayer

and so strengthens God’s own. “When | called, you answered me; you increased
my strength within me.”

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

Some of the hymns today are chosen by Larrie Nichols.

The July Noisy Offering collection will go to the SMLC Playground fund.

The flowers today are from Don and Janet Anderson, in celebration of their 63rd wedding anniversary.
Happy Anniversary!




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the -+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God'’s children through faith.

In the cross of - Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,

your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 756

Eternal Father, Strong to Save

1 Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bade the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

2 0O Savior, whose almighty word
the winds and waves submissive heard,
who walked upon the foaming deep,
and calm amid the storm didst sleep:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood

upon the chaos dark and rude,

and bid its angry tumult cease,

and give, for wild confusion, peace:
oh, hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.

O Trinity of love and pow'r,

all trav'lers guard in danger's hour

from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe'er they go;

thus evermore shall rise to thee

glad hymns and praise from land and sea.

Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt.

Greeting page 120

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE  Pg. 120
HYMN OF PRAISE page 122

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God,

you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, and you gladly give
more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant mercy. For-
give us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us those good things
that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and
sinful humanity. Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the



city of Sodom for the sake of the few righteous people there, including Abraham’s
nephew, Lot.

Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and
how very grave their sin! °" | must go down and see whether they have done alto-
gether according to the outcry that has come to me, and if not, | will know.”

250 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham re-
mained standing before the LORD. >’ Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you
indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked? ** Suppose there are fifty
righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it
for the fifty righteous who are in it? ° Far be it from you to do such a thing, to
slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far
be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” *° And the
LORD said, “If | find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, | will forgive the whole
place for their sake.” *” Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak
to my lord, | who am but dust and ashes. ** Suppose five of the fifty righteous are
lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I will not
destroy it if | find forty-five there.” *” Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty | will not do it.” **Then he said,
“Oh, do not let my lord be angry if | speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He
answered, “l will not do it, if | find thirty there.” *He said, “Let me take it upon
myself to speak to my lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For
the sake of twenty | will not destroy it.” °* Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord
be angry if | speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered,
“For the sake of ten | will not destroy it.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 138

Your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your
hands. (Ps. 138:8)

"I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods | will sing your praise.
*1 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of
your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.



*When | called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
“ All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
> They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.
°The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right hand
shall save me.
® You will make good your purpose for me;
O LoRD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of
your hands.

Second Reading: Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]

The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty
lure” of philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of
faith, the church is mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection
which is enacted in baptism.

° As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, ’
rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

® Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty de-
ceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the
world, and not according to Christ. ° For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells
bodily, '’ and you have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and
authority. ' In him also you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by the
removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ; ' when you were
buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in the
power of God, who raised him from the dead. ° And when you were dead in tres-
passes and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with
him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, '* erasing the record that stood
against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. ” He



disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumph-
ing over them in it. [

' Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink or of
observing festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. " These are only a shadow of what
is to come, but the body belongs to Christ. * Do not let anyone disqualify you, in-
sisting on self-abasement and worship of angels, initiatory visions, puffed up with-
out cause by a human way of thinking, ' and not holding fast to the head, from
whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and tendons,
grows with a growth that is from God.]

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.
Gospel Acclamation p.124

Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 11th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s
coming reign, God’s mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encour-
ages his disciples to childlike trust and persistence in prayer.

" [Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disci-
ples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”” So he said
to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, may your name be revered as holy.

May your kingdom come.

’ Give us each day our daily bread.

* And forgive us our sins,

for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend,
and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me
three loaves of bread, ° for a friend of mine has arrived, and |
have nothing to set before him.” ” And he answers from within,
‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my
children are with me in bed; | cannot get up and give you any-
thing.” ° 1 tell you, even though he will not get up and give him




anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and
give him whatever he needs.

’“So | say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find;
knock, and the door will be opened for you. " For everyone who asks receives,
and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be
opened. "' Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish, would
give a snake instead of a fish? ' Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scor-
pion? " If you, then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him!”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Janice Hawley
SERMON Pastor Janice Hawley

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 742

What a Friend We Have in Jesus Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
all our sins and griefs to bear! take it to the Lord in prayer.
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer! 3 Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; cumbered with a load of care?
oh, what needless pain we bear-- Precious Savior, still our refuge--
all because we do not carry take it to the Lord in prayer.
ev'rything to God in prayer! Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
2 Have we trials and temptations? In his arms he'll take and shield you;
Is there trouble anywhere? you will find a solace there.
We should never be discouraged--
take it to the Lord in prayer. Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886
APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up
leaders to teach Christ’s devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until
all people experience prayerful intimacy with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit,
realign the balances of nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake
of the earth, our common home. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no
preference for the powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on
earth as in heaven. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deep-
est needs. Gather them to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in
the confidence of life with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relation-
ships in the wider community, being ready to assist those who seek help.



Strengthen feeding, clothing, and housing ministries and community partnerships.
God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love
and continue in hope until we are united with all your saints. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name
of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ELW 752

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 130
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 135

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 779

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now | see.

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour | first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
| have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,

and grace will lead me home.

4 The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;
he will my shield and portion be
as long as life endures.

5 When we've been there ten thousand
years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING
The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;

and the life of the Spirit

++ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 821
Shout to the Lord

My Jesus, my Savior,

Lord, there is none like you.

All of my days | want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter,

roar

at the sound of your name.

| sing for joy at the work of your hands;
forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.
Nothing compares to the promise | have in
you.

tower of refuge and strength;
let ev'ry breath, all that | am
never cease to worship you.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will

Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965

Text © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the
USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integri-
ty Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Barry Hansen, cousin of Paula Quade,

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins,

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-
derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson
John & Darlene Magnuson, parents of Char
Saunders,

Family of Susan Gaylen, cousin of Joyce Johnson,
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Ana Marie Peters-Ruddick, cousin of Amy Hackler,
Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,
Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson,
Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Cori & family, extended family of Amy Hackler,
Liz Sutlick, friend of Amy Hackler,

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown,

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’'Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



