St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, July 20, 2025
6th Sunday after Pentecost

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” God urges the faithful, again and
again, to “listen up!”—to heed the word that gives life. So it was with Abraham
and Sarah, Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as
we join the assembly to hear the word of God, the word of life.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The July Noisy Offering collection will go to the SMLC Playground fund.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the T Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of = Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 532,vs.1& 3

Gather Us In 3 Here we will take the wine and the water,
here we will take the bread of new birth,
1 Here in this place the new light is stream- here you shall call your sons and your
ing, daughters,
now is the darkness vanished away; call us anew to be salt for the earth.
see in this space our fears and our dream- Give us to drink the wine of compassion,
ings give us to eat the bread that is you;
brought here to you in the light of this day. nourish us well, and teach us to fashion
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken, lives that are holy and hearts that are true.
gather us in, the blind and the lame;
call to us now, and we shall awaken, Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

. Text © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.
we shall arise at the sound of our name.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

Greeting page 120
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 120
HYMN OF PRAISE page 122

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal God,

you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest. Amid the cares
of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your
word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a

The LORD visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-awaited promise of
the birth of a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age.

"The LORD appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance
of his tent in the heat of the day. ° He looked up and saw three men standing near
him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them and bowed



down to the ground. * He said, “My lord, if | find favor with you, do not pass by
your servant. * Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest your-
selves under the tree. ° Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh your-
selves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So
they said, “Do as you have said.” ° And Abraham hastened into the tent to Sarah
and said, “Make ready quickly three measures of choice flour, knead it, and make
cakes.” " Abraham ran to the herd and took a calf, tender and good, and gave it to
the servant, who hastened to prepare it. ° Then he took curds and milk and the
calf that he had prepared and set it before them, and he stood by them under the
tree while they ate.

’They said to him, “Where is your wife Sarah?” And he said, “There, in the
tent.” "°° Then one said, “I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife
Sarah shall have a son.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 15
LorD, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1)

" LorD, who may dwell in your tabernacle?
Who may abide upon your holy hill?
’Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right,
who speak the truth from their heart;
’they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends;
they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor.
" In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the
LORD.
They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
° They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against
the innocent.
Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.

Second Reading: Colossians 1:15-28

This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of God is “Christ in
you.” Because Christ is present in the church, Christians share in his life, suffering,
and glory.



" [Christ Jesus] is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation,'® for
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created
through him and for him. '’ He himself is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. '“ He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. "’
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, *° and through him God
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by
making peace through the blood of his cross.

" And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, *’
he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy
and blameless and irreproachable before him, >’ provided that you continue se-
curely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope
promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every crea-
ture under heaven. |, Paul, became a minister of this gospel.

*“1 am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh | am com-
pleting what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the
church. *° | became its minister according to God’s commission that was given to
me for you, to make the word of God fully known, ° the mystery that has been
hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his
saints. °’ To them God chose to make known how great among the gentiles are
the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. **
It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wis-
dom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p.124
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 10th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 10:38-42

During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha that her
concern for her many tasks distracts from the one thing that precedes all else:
abiding in the presence of God.



** Now as [Jesus and his disciples] went on
their way, he entered a certain village where a
woman named Martha welcomed him. * She
had a sister named Mary, who sat at Jesus’s
feet and listened to what he was saying. ““ But
Martha was distracted by her many tasks, so
she came to him and asked, “Lord, do you not
care that my sister has left me to do all the
work by myself? Tell her, then, to help me.” *'

But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha,
you are worried and distracted by many things,
> but few things are needed—indeed only one.

Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Janice Hawley

SERMON Pastor Janice Hawley
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 789

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us;
much we need your tender care.
In your pleasant pastures feed us,
for our use your fold prepare.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have bought us; we are yours.

2 We are yours; in love befriend us,
be the guardian of our way;
keep your flock, from sin defend us,
seek us when we go astray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
hear us children when we pray.

3 You have promised to receive us,

poor and sinful though we be;

you have mercy to relieve us,
grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

early let us turn to you.

Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,

early let us turn to you.

Early let us seek your favor,
early let us do your will;
blessed Lord and only Savior,
with your love our spirits fill.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.
Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus,
you have loved us, love us still.

Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church
and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your
words of life. Equip biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment,
that your word may be more fully known. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From
that promise, generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for crea-
tion. Bring healing to the earth with your words of life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the
world. May your word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious hos-
pitality in places where hostile forces hold sway. God of grace,

hear our prayer.



Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or
despair (especially). Bring honor to any who experience slander and evil intent or
are discredited by others. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe
spaces where everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by
your word of life. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your
word, we give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize
the promise of the gospel with all creation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name
of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ELW 752

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,



with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 130
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The kingdom of God is set before you.

Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 135

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 781

Children of the Heavenly Father
Tryggare kan ingen vara

Tryggare kan ingen vara
an Guds lilla barna skara,
stjarnan ej pa himlafastet,
fageln ej i kdnda nastet.

1 Children of the heav'nly Father
safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven

Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth,
and their sorrows all he knoweth.

Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely

to preserve them pure and holy.

such a refuge e'er was given.

God his own doth tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them,
in his mighty arms he bears them.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-
1958

Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America,
admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.



ELW 595

Jesus Loves Me!
2 Jesus loves me! he who died

1 Jesus loves me! this | know, heaven's gates to open wide;
for the Bible tells me so; he will wash away my sin,
little ones to him belong, let his little child come in. Refrain

they are weak, but he is strong.
3 Jesus loves me! he will stay

Refrain close beside me all the way;
Yes, Jesus loves me, when at last | come to die,
yes, Jesus loves me, he will take me home on high. Refrain
yes, Jesus loves me,
the Bible tells me so. Text: Anna B. Warner, 1820-1915, alt.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

*F bless you and give you peace.

Amen.



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 511,vs.1& 6

Thy Strong Word

1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark
ness;
at thy speaking it was done.
For created light we thank thee,
while thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Family of Irene, Mother of Janet Krievins,

Family of Carol Beall, mother-in-law of Tim An-
derson and friend of Don & Janet Anderson
John & Darlene Magnuson, parents of Char
Saunders,

Family of Susan Gaylen, cousin of Joyce Johnson,
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Ana Marie Peters-Ruddick, cousin of Amy Hackler,
Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,
Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson,
Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Cori & family, extended family of Amy Hackler,
Liz Sutlick, friend of Amy Hackler,

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown,
Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



