St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, June 22, 2025
2nd Sunday after Pentecost

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The
church’s repeated celebration of holy communion counters that tragic reality in a
continued showing forth of the death of Jesus until he comes again. It is a dra-
matic declaration of “how much God has done for you.”

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The June Noisy Offering collection will go to the SMLC Playground fund.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,

and of the T Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life.

Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of = Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 611

| Heard the Voice of Jesus Say | came to Jesus, and | drank
of that life-giving stream;
1 | heard the voice of Jesus say, my thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
"Come unto me and rest; and now | live in him.
lay down, O weary one, lay down
your head upon my breast." 3 | heard the voice of Jesus say,
| came to Jesus as | was, "I am this dark world's light;
so weary, worn, and sad; look unto me, your morn shall rise,
| found in him a resting-place, and all your day be bright."
and he has made me glad. | looked to Jesus, and | found
in him my star, my sun;
2 | heard the voice of Jesus say, and in that light of life I'll walk
"Behold, | freely give till trav'ling days are done.
the living water, thirsty one;
stoop down and drink and live." Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889

Greeting page 120
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 120
HYMN OF PRAISE page 122

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God,

we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set us free
from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 65:1-9

The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self-absorption is idolatry,
and images of practices that displease God fill this reading. Like a vintner who
crushes the grape to release the wine, God will use Israel’s exile to establish a new
community of the faithful.



" | was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
| said, “Here | am, here | am,”
to a nation that did not call on my name.
’I held out my hands all day long
to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
* a people who provoke me
to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
and offering incense on bricks;
“who sit inside tombs,
and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
> who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for | am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.
°See, it is written before me:
| will not keep silent, but | will repay;
| will indeed repay into their laps
"their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together,
says the LORD;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills,
| will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
® Thus says the LORD:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, “Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,”
so | will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
’1 will bring forth descendants from Jacob,



and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
and my servants shall settle there.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 22:19-28
In the midst of the assembly | will praise you. (Ps. 22:22)

“But you, O LORD, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
’“ Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
*! Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
*?1 will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly | will praise you.
**You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
“ For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither
is the LORD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
*> From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
’° The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
" All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
** For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.

Second Reading: Galatians 3:23-29

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but
with other believers. Those who call themselves children of God experience a
transformation that removes prejudices of race, social class, or gender in favor of
true unity in Christ.



> Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until
faith would be revealed. ** Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ
came, so that we might be justified by faith. °> But now that faith has come, we
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, °° for in Christ Jesus you are all children of
God through faith. °” As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. °° There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave
or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. *°
And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to
the promise.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p.124
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 8th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 8:26-39

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of
demons. Some who witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the
man who was healed is commissioned to give testimony to God’s mercy and pow-
er.

®Then [Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. °’ As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons
met him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house
but in the tombs. * When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at
the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? | beg you, do not torment me”—"" for Jesus had commanded the unclean
spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept un-
der guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and
be driven by the demon into the wilds.) *° Jesus then asked him, “What is your
name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered him. ' They begged him
not to order them to go back into the abyss.

** Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. ** Then the de-
mons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the
steep bank into the lake and was drowned.



**When the swineherds saw what had hap- |
pened, they ran off and told it in the city and
in the country. > Then people came out to see
what had happened, and when they came to
Jesus, they found the man from whom the
demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus,
clothed and in his right mind. And they were
afraid. *° Those who had seen it told them
how the one who had been possessed by de-
mons had been healed. >’ Then all the people
of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes
asked Jesus to leave them; for they were 4 ‘
seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. ** The man from
whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent
him away, saying, > “Return to your home, and declare how much God has done
for you.” So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had
done for him.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 658

O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts 3 For you our restless spirits yearn,

where'er our changing lot is cast;

1 O lJesus, joy of loving hearts, glad, when your smile on us you turn,
the fount of life, the light of all: blest, when by faith we hold you fast.
from ev'ry bliss that earth imparts
we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 4 O Jesus, ever with us stay!

Make all our moments fair and bright!

2 We taste you, ever-living bread, Oh, chase the night of sin away!
and long to feast upon you still; Shed o'er the world your holy light.
we drink of you, the fountainhead;
our thirsti ng souls from you we fill. Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Ray Palmer, 1808-

1887, alt.



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness
of the church, the world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Clothe us in Christ, shower us in mercy, send us in love.
Strengthen the faith and witness of Christians across the planet and Christians in
our community. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for creation. Deliver the earth from disaster, bring forth life amid uncer-
tainty, inspire wonder at all you have made. Sustain all people who delight in the
well-being of your creation: farmers, agricultural workers, gardeners, birdwatch-
ers, conservationists, scientists, advocates, and policy makers. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We pray for the nations. Pave a way to justice, drown the forces of oppression,
bring peace on earth. Give leaders the will to turn from war and violence. When
people must flee their homes, guide them to safety. God of grace,



hear our prayer.

We pray for people in need. Satisfy all who are poor, soothe those in pain, accom-
pany all who are sick (especially). Give perseverance to each of us living with men-
tal illness, and shield us from discrimination due to race, class, gender, or any oth-
er human distinction. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly. Listen to our cries, come to our aid, make us one.
Weave among us the fabric of belonging so that we rejoice in each person gath-
ered here, and enliven our proclamation of how much you have done for us. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Keep them in your
peace, comfort us in sorrow, raise us to new life. As we remember their faith and
witness, may we trust your promise that we are yours forever. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ELW 752

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 130
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 135
COMMUNION HYMN ELW 661

| Love to Tell the Story

1 Ilove to tell the story
of unseen things above,
of Jesus and his glory,
of Jesus and his love.
| love to tell the story,
because | know it's true;
it satisfies my longings
as nothing else would do.

Refrain
| love to tell the story;
"twill be my theme in glory
to tell the old, old story
of Jesus and his love.

2 |love to tell the story:

how pleasant to repeat

what seems, each time | tell it,
more wonderfully sweet!

| love to tell the story,

for some have never heard

the message of salvation

from God's own holy word. Refrain

| love to tell the story,

for those who know it best

seem hungering and thirsting

to hear it like the rest.

And when, in scenes of glory,

| sing the new, new song,

I'll sing the old, old story

that | have loved so long. Refrain

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Mothering God,

you gathered us to your table

and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit

to love our neighbors as ourselves

and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

The love of God abound in you;

the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit

-+ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 537

On Our Way Rejoicing hearken to our praises,
O blest God of love!
1 On our way rejoicing

gladly let us go. 2 Unto God the Father

Christ our Lord has conquered,; joyful songs we sing;
vanquished is the foe. unto God the Savior

Christ without, our safety; thankful hearts we bring;
Christ within, our joy; unto God the Spirit

who, if we be faithful, bow we and adore,

can our hope destroy? on our way rejoicing

now and evermore. Refrain
Refrain
On our way rejoicing; Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

as we forward move,

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Family of Susan Gaylen, cousin of Joyce Johnson,
Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Ana Marie Peters-Ruddick, cousin of Amy Hackler,
Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,
Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson,
Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Cori & family, extended family of Amy Hackler,
Liz Sutlick, friend of Amy Hackler,

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown,
Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Jim Severson, friend of Joe VanKempen,

Carol, stepmom of Tom Bryer,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



