St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 25, 2025
Sixth Sunday of Easter

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision
about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of
peace that surpasses human understanding and power beyond human imagina-
tion.

EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The May Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch program, chosen by Parish Ed.




Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of -+ the One

who was, who is, and who is to come.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,

and called to live the baptized life,

let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.
Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,

rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 834

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient
of Days,
almighty, victorious, thy great name we
praise!

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in
might;
thy justice like mountains high soaring
above
thy clouds which are fountains of good-

To all, life thou givest, to both great and
small;

in all life thou livest, the true life of all;

we blossom and flourish like leaves on the
tree,

and wither and perish, but naught
changeth thee.

Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in
light;

thine angels adore thee, all veiling their
sight;

all laud we would render; oh, help us to
see

'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

ness and love.
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.

Greeting page 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147

HYMN OF PRAISE page 149

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bountiful God,

you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree
of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love
one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 16:9-15

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an
important person in the business community, whose heart has been opened by
God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the



founding of the church at Philippi.

’ During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading
with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” **When he had

seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being con-

vinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

"' We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the follow-
ing day to Neapolis, * and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the dis-
trict of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days.
" On the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had
gathered there. " A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listen-
ing to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord
opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. ” When she and her
household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 67
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Ps. 67:4)

" May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
’ Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
’ Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
“ Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
> Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
° The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.



" May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Second Reading: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with
God’s past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and
the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon.

' And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

*1 saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. ** And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory
of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ** The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. *’ Its gates will never be
shut by day—and there will be no night there. *° People will bring into it the glory
and the honor of the nations. *’ But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who
practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.

> Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb ° through the middle of the
street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds
of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the
healing of the nations. ° Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the
throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; N
they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. > And there will be
no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their
light, and they will reign forever and ever.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p.151
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 14th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:23-29
As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus



taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home
will experience a peace that overcomes fear.

** Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love
me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, and
we will come to them and make our home with them. **
Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and
the word that you hear is not mine, but is from the Fa-
ther who sent me.

*>“| have said these things to you while | am still with
you. “° But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything, and remind you of all that | have said to you. *’ Peace |
leave with you; my peace | give to you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do
not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. *® You heard me say
to you, ‘l am going away, and | am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would re-
joice that | am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. *” And now
| have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 389

Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing
4 Women and men, in age and youth,

1 Christis alive! Let Christians sing. can feel the Spirit, hear the call,
The cross stands empty to the sky. and find the way, the life, the truth,
Let streets and homes with praises ring. revealed in Jesus, freed for all.

Love, drowned in death, shall never die.
5 Christis alive, and comes to bring

2 Christis alive! No longer bound good news to this and every age,
to distant years in Palestine, till earth and sky and ocean ring
but saving, healing, here and now, with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

and touching ev'ry place and time.
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936
Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream,

;. .
3 Inev ry mSUItI rlﬂ' and wa h IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

where color, scorn, or wealth divide,
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more,
and lives, where even hope has died.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Unite your people with communities of faith throughout the world. Further coop-
eration between people of different faith traditions and bless our non-Christian
neighbors, that we learn and grow in deeper relationship. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Bless the earth with fresh water, clean air, and rich soil. Nurture growing crops
and encourage communities developing sustainable farming practices. Help us to
live in balance and harmony with your good creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Reconcile nations and communities suffering from violence and conflict. Protect
refugees, asylum-seekers, and all who flee their homes seeking safety and securi-
ty. Make all nations safe for both migrants and residents. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Sustain all who are in need, especially individuals and families struggling with
trauma or addiction. Support caregivers, especially nurses, doctors, counselors,
and social workers. Come alongside all who are ill or struggling (especially). Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

This Memorial Day weekend, we remember all who have died in military service.
Soothe loved ones who mourn, and strengthen support systems for veterans and
their families. Bring peace among nations, that war and conflict around the world
might cease. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for all your saints raised to new life in Christ (especially).
Gather us, with them, into the peace only you can give. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are al-
ways with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,



And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ELW 184

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 153
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 628
Jerusalem, My Happy Home

1 Jerusalem, my happy home,
when shall | come to thee?
When shall my sorrows have an end?
Thy joys when shall | see?

2 0O happy harbor of the saints,
O sweet and pleasant soil!
In thee no sorrow may be found,
no grief, no care, no toil.

3 Thy gardens and thy gallant walks
continually are green;
there grow such sweet and pleasant

flow'rs

4

5

as nowhere else are seen.

There trees forevermore bear fruit
and evermore do spring;

there evermore the angels sit

and evermore do sing.

Jerusalem, Jerusalem,

God grant that | may see

thine endless joy, and of the same
partaker ever be!

Text: F.B.P., 16th cent.

ELW 785

When Peace like a River
It Is Well with My Soul

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way,

when sorrows like sea billows roll,
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to
say,

itis well, it is well with my soul.

Refrain
It is well (it is well)
with my soul, (with my soul,)
itis well, it is well with my soul.

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials

should come,
let this blest assurance control,
that Christ has regarded my helpless es-

tate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul.
Refrain

He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious
thought;

my sin, not in part, but the whole,

is nailed to his cross and | bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Refrain

Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall
be sight,

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall
descend;

even so it is well with my soul. Refrain

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING
The triune God,
who was, who is, and who is to come,

Sovereign, + Savior, and Spirit,

light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 815

| Want to Walk as a Child of the Light | want to look at Jesus.
Clear Sun of righteousness, shine on my
1 | want to walk as a child of the light. path,
| want to follow Jesus. and show me the way to the Father. Re-

God set the stars to give light to the world. frain
The star of my life is Jesus.
3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ.

Refrain | want to be with Jesus.
In him there is no darkness at all. When we have run with patience the race,
The night and the day are both alike. we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain
The Lamb is the light of the city of God.
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934

Text © 1970, 1975 Celebration.

2 | want to see the brightness of God. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Ana Marie Peters-Ruddick, cousin of Amy Hackler,
Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,
Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson,
Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Cori & family, extended family of Amy Hackler,
Liz Sutlick, friend of Amy Hackler,

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown,
Father in law of Pam Thomas,

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Jim Severson, friend of Joe VanKempen,

Carol, stepmom of Tom Bryer,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’'Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



