St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 18, 2025
Fifth Sunday of Easter

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen
Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new
people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through the
lens of love.

EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The May Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch program, chosen by Parish Ed.
The flowers today are from Steve and Joni Benz, in celebration of their 25th wedding anniversary.
Happy Anniversary!

Upcoming Commemorations

Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, died 1160

Erik is considered the patron saint of Sweden. As king of that nation, he tried to bring peace
in the region, and to spread Christianity in Scandinavia. He was also known for his attempts to
make fair laws and to protect those who were poor or sick.



Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One

who was, who is, and who is to come.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection,

and called to live the baptized life,

let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.
Holy God,

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that make a people your own,

that restore to wholeness,

and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that strengthen believers

and give new life to beloved servants of your church;
waters that extend your boundless love

and cross barriers of our own making.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism,
waters that open the hearts of believers

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity;
waters that set your people on a new path,

rejoicing in the Spirit’s power.

Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One,

that our every day is shaped by these waters

that give us our very lives in you.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 437

On Jordan's Stormy Bank | Stand

1

On Jordan's stormy bank | stand,
and cast a wishful eye

to Canaan's fair and happy land,
where my possessions lie.

Refrain

| am bound for the promised land,
| am bound for the promised land;
oh, who will come and go with me?
| am bound for the promised land.

there God the Son forever reigns
and scatters night away. Refrain

No chilling winds or pois'nous breath
can reach that healthful shore;

sickness and sorrow, pain and death,
are felt and feared no more. Refrain

When shall | reach that happy place
and be forever blest?

When shall | see my Savior's face
and in God's bosom rest? Refrain

2 All o'er those wide extended plains Text: Samuel Stennett, 1727-1795

shines one eternal day;

Greeting page 147

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147
HYMN OF PRAISE page 149
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God,

you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts
your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know
goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

CHOIR “I Know that My Redeemer Lives” by Cynthia Dobrinski

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to
the members of the Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well
as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is
officially authorized.



" Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles
had also accepted the word of God. * So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, * saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?” “ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, ° “l was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. ° As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. | also heard a voice saying
to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ ® But | replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” ” But a second time the voice an-
swered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.” *°
This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. " At
that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house
where we were. '’ The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinc-
tion between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we en-
tered the man’s house. " He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; ' he will
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.” > And
as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the be-
ginning. '° And | remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John bap-
tized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” ' If then God gave
them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was | that | could hinder God?” ** When they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the re-
pentance that leads to life.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 148
The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)

"Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.

’ Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.

’ Praise the LORD, sun and moon:



sing praise, all you shining stars.
" Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
> Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
°who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
’ Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
® fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
 mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
' wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
"' sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
'“ young men and maidens,
old and young together.
" Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
"' The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God
dwells with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vi-
sion will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new Je-
rusalem.

'] saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. “And | saw the holy city, the new Jerusa-
lem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. ® And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.



He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

“he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”

> And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, | am making all things
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ° Then
he said to me, “It is done! | am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the
end. To the thirsty | will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Gospel Acclamation p.151
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 13th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 13:31-35

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his be-
trayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of
Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.

**When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. > If God has been glorified in
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him
at once.  Little children, | am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say
to you, ‘Where | am going, you cannot come.” ** | give you a
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as |
have loved you, you also should love one another. ** By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 631

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, suddenly return, and never,
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! nevermore thy temples leave.
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, Thee we would be always blessing,
all thy faithful mercies crown. serve thee as thy hosts above,
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
pure, unbounded love thou art; glory in thy perfect love.
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart. 4 Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit let us see thy great salvation
into ev'ry troubled breast; perfectly restored in thee!
let us all in thee inherit; Changed from glory into glory,
let us find thy promised rest. till in heav'n we take our place,
Take away the love of sinning; till we cast our crowns before thee,
Alpha and Omega be; lost in wonder, love, and praise!
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at Iiberty. Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the



virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.

Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our
proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those
often overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of
your presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to preser-
vation of wild places. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in
power toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have suffi-



cient resources to live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma,
experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness
(especially). Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly mar-
ginalized because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of systemic op-
pression, and renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our collective
body in this community and beyond. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love,
especially Erik, King of Sweden. Guide us by their example, until we join them in
your eternal home. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are al-
ways with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING
OFFERTORY ELW 184

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.



It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
Holy, Holy pg. 153
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 638

Blessed Assurance

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. | in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
Refrain filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
This is my story, this is my song, Refrain

praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above



ELW 742

What a Friend We Have in Jesus Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
all our sins and griefs to bear! take it to the Lord in prayer.
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer! 3 Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; cumbered with a load of care?
oh, what needless pain we bear-- Precious Savior, still our refuge--
all because we do not carry take it to the Lord in prayer.
ev'rything to God in prayer! Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.
2 Have we trials and temptations? In his arms he'll take and shield you;
Is there trouble anywhere? you will find a solace there.
We should never be discouraged--
take it to the Lord in prayer. Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING
The triune God,
who was, who is, and who is to come,

Sovereign, * Savior, and Spirit,



light your way with resurrection dawn,
now and always.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 826, vs. 1 & 2

Thine the Amen

1 Thine the amen thine the praise
alleluias angels raise
thine the everlasting head
thine the breaking of the bread

all the earth on bended knee
gone the nailing gone the railing
gone the pleading gone the cry
gone the sighing gone the dying
what was loss lifted high.

thine the glory thine the story
thine the harvest then the cup
thine the vineyard then the cup
is lifted up lifted up.

Text: Herbert F. Brokering, b. 1926
Text © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg For-
tress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

2 Thine the life eternally
thine the promise let there be
thine the vision thine the tree

DISMISSAL
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas,

Ana Marie Peters-Ruddick, cousin of Amy Hackler,
Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,
Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson,
Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp,
Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer,

Cori & family, extended family of Amy Hackler,
Liz Sutlick, friend of Amy Hackler,

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown,
Father in law of Pam Thomas,

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Jim Severson, friend of Joe VanKempen,

Carol, stepmom of Tom Bryer,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,
Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



