
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, May 11, 2025 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. It is the promise of 
Jesus. It was true for Dorcas in Joppa. It was true for those “who have come out of 
the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. It is true for us and for all the baptized: 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell 
in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!  
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The May Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch program, chosen by Parish Ed. 
The flowers today are from Cindy & Joel Sorensen, in celebration of their 40th wedding anniversary.  
Happy Anniversary! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One 
who was, who is, and who is to come. 
Amen. 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 
and called to live the baptized life, 
let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 
Holy God, 
we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that make a people your own, 
that restore to wholeness, 
and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that strengthen believers 
and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 
waters that extend your boundless love 
and cross barriers of our own making. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 
waters that open the hearts of believers 
and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 
waters that set your people on a new path, 
rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 
Baptized into you, O Living One, 
make us one as you are one. 
Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 
that our every day is shaped by these waters 
that give us our very lives in you. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  414, vs. 1 & 2 

Greeting page 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 147 

HYMN OF PRAISE page 149 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God of peace,  
you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of 
the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in every-
thing good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing 
in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
CHOIR “He is Risen Lord” by Joseph M. Martin 
 
 First Reading: Acts 9:36-43  

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. 
Her kindness and her work with clothing were well-known, especially to the wid-
ows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised her back to life through the 
power of prayer. 
 

36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is 
Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she be-
came ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 

Holy God, We Praise Your Name 
 
1 Holy God, we praise your name; 
 Lord of all, we bow before you. 
 All on earth your scepter claim, 
 all in heav'n above adore you. 
 Infinite your vast domain, 
 everlasting is your reign. 
 

2 Hark! The glad celestial hymn 
 angel choirs above are raising; 
 cherubim and seraphim, 
 in unceasing chorus praising, 
 fill the heav'ns with sweet accord: 
 "Holy, holy, holy Lord!" 
 
Text: source unknown; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820-1900 



Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent 
two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter 
got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room up-
stairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other 
clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them 
outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, 
“Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He 
gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he 
showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many be-
lieved in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain 
Simon, a tanner. 

 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 

Psalm: Psalm 23 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1) 

 
 1 The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2 The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 
  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 
Second Reading: Revelation 7:9-17  
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is 
also the lamb who vanquishes sin and suffering. 
 
9 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the 



throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10

 They cried out in a loud voice, saying,  
 “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 
11 And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 12 singing,  
 “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 
  13 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in 
white, and where have they come from?” 14 I said to him, “Sir, you are the one 
that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great 
ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 
 15 For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16 They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17 for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, 
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
 and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 

Gospel Acclamation   p.151        
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 10th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 10:22-30  
Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he 
and the Father are one. Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear his 
voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand. 
 

22 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 
23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24 So the Jews 



gathered around him and said to him, “How long 
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Mes-
siah, tell us plainly.” 25 Jesus answered, “I have 
told you, and you do not believe. The works that I 
do in my Father’s name testify to me; 26 but you 
do not believe, because you do not belong to my 
sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice. I know them, 
and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish. No one will snatch 
them out of my hand. 29 What my Father has giv-
en me is greater than all else, and no one can 
snatch it out of the Father’s hand. 30 The Father 
and I are one.” 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Barbara Jones 

SERMON Pastor Barbara Jones 

 

 HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  778 

The Lord's My Shepherd 
 
1 The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want. 
 he makes me down to lie 
 in pastures green; he leadeth me 
 the quiet waters by. 
 He leadeth me, he leadeth me 
 the quiet waters by. 
 
2 My soul he doth restore again, 
 and me to walk doth make 
 within the paths of righteousness, 
 e'en for his own name's sake; 
 within the paths of righteousness, 
 e'en for his own name's sake. 
 
3 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 
 yet will I fear no ill; 
 for thou art with me, and thy rod 

 and staff me comfort still; 
 for thou art with me, and thy rod 
 and staff me comfort still. 
 
4 My table thou hast richly spread 
 in presence of my foes; 
 my head thou dost with oil anoint, 
 and my cup overflows. 
 My head thou dost with oil anoint, 
 and my cup overflows. 
 
5 Goodness and mercy all my life 
 shall surely follow me, 
 and in God's house forevermore 
 my dwelling-place shall be; 
 and in God's house forevermore 
 my dwelling-place shall be. 
 
Text: The Psalms of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650 



NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the   
 virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 Living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
And glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession  
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
You guide your people to the waters of life. Make your church a nourishing place 
for all who are thirsty for hope and healing. Renew us in the waters of baptism, 
and send us forth as signs of your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You tend to the earth, sustaining life in all places. Revive fragile ecosystems and 
restore species in danger of extinction. Teach us new ways of living in balance and 
harmony with our non-human neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You lead all peoples along right pathways. Grant wisdom and compassion to judg-
es, lawyers, mediators, and legal advocates. Dismantle systems of mass incarcera-
tion, empower processes of restorative justice, and encourage all who strive for 
healing in our communities. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You wipe the tears from every eye. Tend to all who struggle with anxiety or de-
pression, loneliness, or despair. Enfold all who are in any need in your shepherd-
ing care (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
This Mother’s Day, bless mothers, grandmothers, and all who offer mothering 
care. Come close to those whose relationships with their families are difficult, and 
console all who grieve the loss of mother figures or the loss of children. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You are the source of everlasting life. In deep gratitude for all your saints 
(especially), we rejoice in the joy and hope of the resurrection made known to us 
in Jesus, your beloved child. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are al-
ways with us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 
 
 



PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
CARILLON RINGERS “Down By the Riverside”  arranged by Valerie W. Stephenson   

 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 

OFFERTORY ELW 184 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 153 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  759 

ELW 843 

 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
1 My faith looks up to thee, 
 thou Lamb of Calvary, 
 Savior divine! 
 Now hear me while I pray, 
 take all my guilt away, 
 oh, let me from this day 
 be wholly thine! 
 
2 May thy rich grace impart 
 strength to my fainting heart, 
 my zeal inspire; 
 as thou hast died for me, 
 oh, may my love to thee 
 pure, warm, and changeless be, 
 a living fire! 
 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 
 and griefs around me spread, 
 be thou my guide; 
 bid darkness turn to day, 
 wipe sorrow's tears away, 
 nor let me ever stray 
 from thee aside. 
 
4 When ends life's transient dream, 
 when death's cold, sullen stream 
 shall o'er me roll; 
 blest Savior, then, in love 
 fear and distrust remove; 
 oh, bear me safe above, 
 a ransomed soul! 
 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness 
 with a liberating light; 
 praise the One who frees the pris'ners, 
 turning blindness into sight. 
 Praise the One who preached the gospel, 
 healing ev'ry dread disease, 
 calming storms and feeding thousands 
 with the very bread of peace. 
 
2 Praise the One who blessed the children 
 with a strong yet gentle word; 
 praise the One who drove out demons 
 with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
 Praise the One who brings cool water 
 to the desert's burning sand; 

 from this well comes living water 
 quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 
3 Praise the one true love incarnate: 
 Christ, who suffered in our place; 
 Jesus died and rose for many  
 that we may know God by grace. 
 Let us sing for joy and gladness,  
 seeing what our God has done. 
 Praise the one redeeming glory;  
 praise the One who makes us one. 
 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Living One, 
in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 
Send us now to tell of your wonders, 
sing of your glory, 
and proclaim your risen life 
to a wounded and weary world. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
The triune God, 
who was, who is, and who is to come, 

Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, 
light your way with resurrection dawn, 
now and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  789, vs. 1 & 2 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us 
 
1 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 
 much we need your tender care. 
 In your pleasant pastures feed us, 
 for our use your fold prepare. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 you have bought us; we are yours. 
 

2 We are yours; in love befriend us, 
 be the guardian of our way; 
 keep your flock, from sin defend us, 
 seek us when we go astray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 hear us children when we pray. 
 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus, 
 hear us children when we pray. 
 
Text: attr. Dorothy A. Thrupp, 1779-1847 



St. Mark’s members: 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends: 

Garry Thomas, father of Mark Thomas, 

Ana Marie Peters-Ruddick, cousin of Amy Hackler,  

Lilian, great granddaughter of Jenny Wheeler’s sister,  

Susan Galyen, friend of Joyce Johnson, 

Art Remmereid, uncle of Joyce Johnson, 

Kathryn Young, cousin of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Steve, cousin of Tom Bryer, 

Cori & family, extended family of Amy Hackler, 

Liz Sutlick, friend of Amy Hackler, 

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler, 
Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron Brown, 

Father in law of Pam Thomas, 

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz, 

Jim Severson, friend of Joe VanKempen, 

Carol, stepmom of Tom Bryer,  

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,  

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,  

Tammy Strampe, daughter-in-law of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  
Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen  

Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


