St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 16, 2025
Second Sunday in Lent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us,

our God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered in-
to a God-initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a
time and a tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another oc-
casion to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who

“comes in the name of the Lord.”

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by our 3 year old—4th

grade class.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Let us return to God, confessing our sin in the assurance of God’s abiding love.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate One,

you are slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,
but our lives do not always reflect you

and your love for the world.

We do not show others the tender compassion

you have shown to us.

We do not welcome others with the radical hospitality
you grant to all people.

We oppress others,

even though you have set us free again and again.

We squander the abundant gifts of the earth.
Transform our lives

and guide us again in the way of the cross.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s arms are always stretched open wide

to welcome the wandering ones home.

In & Christ your sins are forgiven.

You have a place in God’s house forever.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 597,vs.1 &4

My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
4 When he shall come with trumpet sound,

1 My hope is built on nothing less oh, may | then in him be found,
than Jesus' blood and righteousness; clothed in his righteousness alone,
no merit of my own | claim, redeemed to stand before the throne! Re-
but wholly lean on Jesus' name. frain

Refrain Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.

On Christ, the solid rock, | stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

Greeting page 203
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 203

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of the covenant,

in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the world. Gather all
peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may rejoice in
the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his de-
scendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be
their inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-making ceremo-
ny, a sign of God’s promise.

" After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be
afraid, Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” * But Abram said,
“O Lord Gob, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” ° And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring,
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” “ But the word of the LORD came
to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be



your heir.” ° He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count

the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your de-
scendants be.” ® And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as
righteousness.

"Then he said to him, “l am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chalde-
ans, to give you this land to possess.” ° But he said, “O Lord Gobp, how am | to
know that I shall possess it?” * He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old,
a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pi-
geon.” '“He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over
against the other; but he did not cut the birds in two. " And when birds of prey
came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.

'? As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon him.

"When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flam-
ing torch passed between these pieces. '* On that day the LORD made a covenant
with Abram, saying, “To your descendants | give this land, from the river of Egypt
to the great river, the river Euphrates.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 27
In the day of trouble, God will give me shelter. (Ps. 27:5)

"The LorD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall | fear?
The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall | be afraid?
’ When evildoers close in against me to devour my flesh,
they, my foes and my enemies, will stumble and fall.
’ Though an army encamp against me, my heart will not fear.
Though war rise up against me, my trust will not be shaken.
“One thing | ask of the LORD; one thing | seek;
that | may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze up
on the beauty of the LORD and to seek God in the temple.
> For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
° Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore | will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; | will



sing and make music to the LORD.
"Hear my voice, O LORD, when | call;
have mercy on me and answer me.
® My heart speaks your message— “Seek my face.”
Your face, O LORD, | will seek.
’ Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my
salvation.
" Though my father and my mother forsake me,
the LORD will take me in.
"' Teach me your way, O LORD;
lead me on a level path, because of my oppressors.
'’ Subject me not to the will of my foes,
for they rise up against me, false witnesses breathing violence.
" This | believe—that | will see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living!
" Wait for the LORD and be strong.
Take heart and wait for the LORD!

Second Reading: Philippians 3:17—4:1

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not
regret the course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a
glorious future and encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps.

" Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according
to the example you have in us. ** For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; |
have often told you of them, and now | tell you even with tears. *” Their end is de-
struction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are
set on earthly things. “° But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that
we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. ' He will transform the body of
our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the power
that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. “* Therefore, my
brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in
the Lord in this way, my beloved.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 13th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 13:31-35
Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter Je-
sus from his sacrificial mission.

*" At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from
here, for Herod wants to kill you.” ** He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me,
‘Listen, | am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and
on the third day | finish my work. ** Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day | must
be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusa-
lem.” ** Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to it! How often have | desired to gather your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! *” See, your
house is left to you. And | tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when
you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.””

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 613
Thy Holy Wings

1 Thy holy wings, O Savior,
spread gently over me,
and let me rest securely
through good and ill in thee.
Oh, be my strength and portion,
my rock and hiding place,
and let my ev'ry moment
be lived within thy grace.

2 Oh, let me nestle near thee,
within thy downy breast
where | will find sweet comfort
and peace within thy nest.

Oh, close thy wings around me
and keep me safely there,

for | am but a newborn

and need thy tender care.

3 Oh, wash me in the waters
of Noah's cleansing flood.
Give me a willing spirit,
a heart both clean and good.
Oh, take into thy keeping
thy children great and small,
and while we sweetly slumber,
enfold us one and all.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal,
b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite

Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent.
www.selahpub.com

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

A brief silence.

Holy God, you long to gather your church under your wings. Bless the churches of
Jerusalem, and all persecuted churches, that your people may take heart and
stand firm as they witness and minister in your name. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayetr.

Holy God, you give shelter to living things as numerous as the stars. Strengthen
the voice of prophets who call humanity to faithful care for the planet, that they
would not be silenced but heeded as your messengers. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayetr.

Holy God, you raised up leaders like Abram, Sarai, and Paul to show your people
what it means to rely on your promises. Guide today’s leaders to work for justice
and safeguard the world for future generations. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you are the stronghold of our life. Care tenderly for those who areill in
body or mind, and for people living in fear or need (especially). May all know they
are not alone. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Holy God, you offer us citizenship in heaven. Unite communities of faith who are
divided over earthly things, that following the way of your Son, they may set aside
grudges and serve their neighbors with generosity and love. God, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Holy God, you are our light and our salvation. We give thanks for the saints who
have gone before us (especially). Help us to trust in you as they did and to live ac-
cording to their example. God, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.

Amen.



PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,

And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY pg. 182

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 207

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
All who are hungry, come!
The feast of grace is spread.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 208




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 759
My Faith Looks Up to Thee

1 My faith looks up to thee,

thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!

Now hear me while | pray,
take all my guilt away,

oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine!

May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;

as thou hast died for me,

oh, may my love to thee

pure, warm, and changeless be,
a living fire!

While life's dark maze | tread
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;

bid darkness turn to day,
wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray

from thee aside.

When ends life's transient dream,
when death's cold, sullen stream
shall o'er me roll;

blest Savior, then, in love

fear and distrust remove;

oh, bear me safe above,

a ransomed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887

ELW 491

Come, Let Us Eat 3 (InJesus' presence now we meet and rest,)
in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest.

[The words in parentheses may be sung by a (In the presence of our Lord we gather,)

leader or by all.] in the presence of our Lord we gather.

1 (Come, let us eat, for now the feast is 4 (Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty
spread,) word,)
come, let us eat, for now the feast is rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty
spread. word.

(Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,)
Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom.

(Our Lord's body let us take together,)
our Lord's body let us take together.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. c. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b.

2 (Come, let us drink, for now the wine is
1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

poured,) Text sts. 1-3 © Lutheran World Federation. Text st. 4 © 1972
come, let us drink, for now the wine is Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy Com-
poured. munion, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

(Jesus' blood poured let us drink together,)

) Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
Jesus' blood poured let us drink together.

license from copyright administrator.



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous Host,

you have shared your feast with us and made us new.

Send us now to set tables of love and grace in our communities,
that your liberating love might nourish the world into freedom,
in the name of the crucified one, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

God our tender parent,

God the crucified one,

God the reconciling Spirit,

*+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 705

God of Grace and God of Glory 3 Cure your children's warring madness;

bend our pride to your control;

1 God of grace and God of glory, shame our wanton, selfish gladness,
on your people pour your pow'r; rich in things and poor in soul.
crown your ancient church's story; Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
bring its bud to glorious flow'r. lest we miss your kingdom's goal,
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage lest we miss your kingdom's goal.
for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour. 4 Save us from weak resignation

to the evils we deplore;

2 Lo! the hosts of evil round us let the gift of your salvation
scorn the Christ, assail his ways! be our glory evermore.

From the fears that long have bound us Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
free our hearts to faith and praise. serving you whom we adore,
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage serving you whom we adore.

for the living of these days,

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Care for others as God cares for you.
Thanks be to God!




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna & Ron Frenzl,
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Deanna & Steve, cousins of Tom Bryer,

Cori & family, extended family of Amy Hackler,
Liz Sutlick, friend of Amy Hackler,

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler,

Family of Marj Weeg, sister-in-law of Mary & Jim
Weeg,

Nancy Harris, daughter-in-law of Nancy & Ron
Brown,

Father in law of Pam Thomas,

Liz Sutlick , friend of Amy Hackler,

Karis , granddaughter of Jim & Mary Weeg,
Family of Craig Aldag, uncle of Ali & Chuck Luin,

Great uncle of Ethan Luin & Zoey Biggins (Luke & Cody)
Eric Ohman, family friend of Joni & Steve Benz,
Family of Scott Toth, associate of Chris McMullin,
Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Jim Severson, friend of Joe VanKempen,

Carol, stepmom of Tom Bryer,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Jules Rudigier, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Peggy, cousin of Jane Scherrer,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni & Steve Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,
Tammy Strampe, Daughter-in-law of Barbara

Strampe,

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,
Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-
heart,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-
heart,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen
Thompson,



