St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 8, 2024
Second Sunday of Advent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the bap-
tizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s
prophecy could as easily herald the coming Christ as forerunner of the LORD of
hosts. Finally all the baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel.
In so doing we prepare the way for the coming of Jesus and assist all people in
capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The December Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by our 3 yr through 4th
grade class.

Rezound Handbell Concert: Sunday, December 15th at 3:00pm.




Second Sunday of Advent
Kyle, Jennifer & Amelia Lickteig

Use this blessing when lighting two candles.

Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again.
You fasten righteousness around your waist

and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire.

Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames,
and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare.
We ask that peace abound,

until none hurt or destroy over all the earth.

Amen.

ADVENT WREATH HYMN ELW 257, vs. 1 & 2

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 2 0O come, O Wisdom from on high,
embracing all things far and nigh:
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, in strength and beauty come and stay;
and ransom captive Israel, teach us your will and guide our way. Re-
that mourns in lonely exile here frain

until the Son of God appear.
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Kéln, 1710; tr. Com-
. posite
Refrain Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

shall come to you, O Israel. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid

license from copyright administrator.




Sacrament of
Holy
Baptism

Our baptismal candidate is Cody Garrett Biggins,
Son of Luke & Zoey Biggins, Grandson of Ali & Chuck
Luin, Nephew of Ethan Luin.

Cody’s sponsors are Anna Biggins & Ethan Luin.

INTRODUCTION AND PRESENTATION

God, who is rich in mercy and love,
gives us a new birth into a living hope through
the sacrament of baptism.

The power of sin is put to death in this holy
flood, and we are raised with Jesus Christ to new life.
We are united with all the baptized
in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift
of the Holy Spirit, and sent out in mission
for the life of the world.

(To Luke, Zoey, Anna & Ethan) Who presents
this child to be baptized?

Parents and sponsors: We do.

(To Luke & Zoey) As you present Cody for bap-
tism, you are entrusted with gifts and responsibilities:
to live with him among God’s faithful people,
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper,
and nurture him in faith and prayer,
so that he may learn to trust God,
proclaim Christ through word and deed,
care for others and the world God made,
and work for justice and peace among all people.
Do you promise to help Cody grow in the
Christian faith and life?
Response We do.

(To Anna & Ethan) Do you promise to nurture Cody in
the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s
Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism

and in communion with the church?
Response  We do.

People of St. Mark’s, do you promise to sup-
port Cody and pray for him in his new life in Christ?

Response We do.
(Water is poured into the font)

RENUNCIATION OF EVIL AND PROFESSION OF FAITH

| ask you, parents and sponsors, to reject sin,
profess your faith in Christ, and confess the faith of
the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces
that defy God?
Response: I renounce them.

Do you renounce the powers of this world
that rebel against God?
Response: I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw
you from God?
Response: I renounce them.

Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior?
Response: In faith | turn to Christ.

With the whole church, let us all confess
our faith.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ,
the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; the ascended
into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Fa-
ther, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your
Spirit brooded over the waters and you created the
world by your Word, calling forth life in which you
took delight.

Through water you led your people Israel from
slavery in Egypt to freedom in the promised land. In
the waters of the Jordan Jesus was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of
Jesus’ death and resurrection you delivered us from
the power of sin and death and set us free to live in
you.

Send your Holy Spirit upon this water and up-
on all who are washed in it, that they may be given
new life. To you be given honor and praise through
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and forever.

Amen.

WASHING

Cody, | baptize you in the name of the Father, and of

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. And let the people say
. Amen.

INVOCATION OF THE SPIRIT

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through
water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and
sons new birth, wash them from sin, and raise them
to eternal life.

Sustain Cody with the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge

and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence,

both now and forever.
Amen.

SIGNING WITH THE CROSS
(Making a cross on the forehead with oil.)

Cody, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever.
Amen.

(Parents and sponsors also receive the sign of the
cross with oil.)

PRESENTATION OF A CANDLE

(Presenting a lighted candle.)

Let your light so shine before others that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.

WELCOME

Through baptism you have been received into the
household of God, entrusted with the good news of
Jesus Christ, and strengthened to serve by the holy
and life-giving Spirit.

We welcome you into the body of Christ and the
mission we share. Join us as we give praise to God
and bear God’s creative and redeeming word to all
the world. Welcome, Cody!



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 264

Prepare the Royal Highway
3 Then fling the gates wide open

1 Prepare the royal highway; to greet your promised king!
the King of kings is near! Your king, yet ev'ry nation
Let ev'ry hill and valley its tribute too may bring.
a level road appear! All lands will bow before him;
Then greet the King of glory, their voices join your singing: Refrain

foretold in sacred story:
4 His is no earthly kingdom;

Refrain it comes from heav'n above.
Hosanna to the Lord, His rule is peace and freedom
for he fulfills God's word! and justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding
2 God's people, see him coming: for kindness so abounding: Refrain
your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before h|m! Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of
S d ts! Shout d sing! Worship
prea garn_]en S.. ou ?n SINg: Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
God's promise will not fail you! tress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid

. | .
No more shall doubt assail you: Refram license from copyright administrator.

Greeting page 98
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 98
HYMN OF PRAISE page 101

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Stir up our hearts,

Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming give to all the
people of the world knowledge of your salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Malachi 3:1-4

God announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name
means “my messenger”) will prepare the way for the coming of the Lord by puri-
fving and refining God’s people, as silver and gold are refined.



"See, | am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant
in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. * But who can
endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; ~ he will sit as a refiner and
purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like
gold and silver, until they present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. * Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of
old and as in former years.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Luke 1:68-79
In the tender compassion of our God the dawn from on high shall break upon
us. (Lk. 1:78)

* Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel,
you have come to your people and set them free.
°”You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,
born of the house of your servant David.
"“Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us from our ene
mies,
"t from the hands of all who hate us,
'’ to show mercy to our forebears,
and to remember your holy covenant.
”* This was the oath you swore to our father Abraham:
" to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship you without fear,
"> holy and righteous before you, all the days of our life.
’® And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare the way,
"’ to give God’s people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.
"®In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,



’” to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:3-11

The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in this letter
about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of Philippi. Listen to how ten-
der-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern preacher, is with his friends as he encourages
them to grow in love and knowledge.

*I thank my God every time | remember you, * constantly praying with joy in every
one of my prayers for all of you, ~ because of your sharing in the gospel from the
first day until now. °1 am confident of this, that the one who began a good work
among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. ” It is right for me
to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you
share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. ° For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with
the compassion of Christ Jesus. ° And this is my prayer, that your love may over-
flow more and more with knowledge and full insight '’ to help you to determine
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, '* having
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the
glory and praise of God.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 102

Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 3rd Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

John the Baptist is a herald of Jesus, whose way is prepared by “repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the careful record of human leaders, we sense the
spectrum of political and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming
Lord.

"In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was
governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of
the region of lturaea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2 during the



high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of
God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. °

ing a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,
as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet
Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
> Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
®and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.””

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 239

Hark, the Glad Sound!
3 He comes the broken heart to bind,

1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, the bleeding soul to cure,
the Savior promised long; and with the treasures of his grace
let ev'ry heart prepare a throne to enrich the humble poor.

and ev'ry voice a song.
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,

2 He comes the pris'ners to release, your welcome shall proclaim,
in Satan's bondage held. and heav'n's eternal arches ring
The gates of brass before him burst, with your beloved name.

the iron fetters yield.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751

Prayers of Intercession
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places
that long for God’s presence.

A brief silence.
Refining God, move through your church. Root out practices that harm your peo-



ple, and kindle a fire for sharing the gospel among bishops, pastors, deacons, and
all the baptized. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Renewing God, transform your creation. Steer us from habits that harm what you
have made, and guide us in practices that preserve and restore creatures and hab-
itats. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Ruling God, teach the nations your ways. Strengthen organizations and communi-
ties that broker peace and care for refugees, immigrants, and all caught in the
center of conflict (especially). Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Rescuing God, restore your people who are in any need. Heal all who are suffering
(especially). Provide comfort and strength, and nurture sustained wholeness for
the future. Lord, in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Reforming God, fill this congregation with your presence. Enrich our seasonal
preparations, and bless the efforts by worship committees, music ensembles,
staff, clergy, and lay leaders as they work in the weeks ahead. Lord, in your mercy,
receive our prayer.

Reassuring God, we remember those who have died and rest in you. Guide us in
deep gratitude for their life, and allow us to learn from their faithful witness. Lord,
in your mercy,

receive our prayer.

Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts,
in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY pg. 182



GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
Holy, Holy pg. 108
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
God feeds us with tender mercy.
Come to the table.
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 112
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 487

What Feast of Love Oh, see and hear and sing!
The Word of God is given!
1 What feast of love is offered here,

what banquet come from heaven? 3 What wine of love is offered here,
What food of everlasting life, what crimson drink from heaven?
what gracious gift is given? What stream of everlasting life,
This, this is Christ the king, what precious blood is given?

the bread come down from heaven. This, this is Christ the king,

Oh, taste and see and sing! the sweetest wine of heaven.
How sweet the manna given! Oh, taste and see and sing!

The Son of God is given!
2 What light of truth is offered here,

what covenant from heaven? Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939

. . Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publica-
What hope of everlastlng Ilfe' tions, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights reserved.
what wondrous word is given?
ThiS, this is Christ the king, Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid

license from copyright administrator.
the sun come down from heaven.



ELW 491

Come, Let Us Eat 3 (InJesus' presence now we meet and rest,)
in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest.
[The words in parentheses may be sung by a (In the presence of our Lord we gather,)
leader or by all.] in the presence of our Lord we gather.
1 (Come, let us eat, for now the feast is 4 (Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty
spread,) word,)
come, let us eat, for now the feast is rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty
spread. word.
(Our Lord's body let us take together,) (Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,)
our Lord's body let us take together. Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom.
! ! 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.
poured') Text sts. 1-3 © Lutheran World Federation. Text st. 4 © 1972
come, let us drink, for now the wine is Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy Commun-
poured ion, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

(Jesus' blood poured let us drink together,) puplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
Jesus' blood poured let us drink together.  license from copyright administrator.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Generous God,

we thank you for the gift of life,

for the bread of salvation.

We thank you for coming among us,
for leading us into peace.

We thank you for showering us with mercy,
for sending us into the world.

Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us

as we feed the hungry in your name.
Amen.

SENDING
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in



Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you

will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING
God of endings and beginnings,

God in the darkness and the light,

God, our hope for the journey,

-+ bless and keep you now and forever.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 631

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

1 Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!

Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit

into ev'ry troubled breast;

let us all in thee inherit;

let us find thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;

end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;

let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,

pure and spotless let us be;

let us see thy great salvation

perfectly restored in thee!

Changed from glory into glory,

till in heav'n we take our place,

till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel.

Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna & Ron Frenzl,
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Jules Rudigier, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

El Haddad, Semaan, and Nassar families and
friends in Lebanon, extended family and friends
of Fetsch Family,

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler,
Timothy Morey, son’s friend of Amy Hackler,
Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Family of Phyllis Dettmer,

Steve, nephew of Joni Benz,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Sandra Borg, sister of Joyce Johnson,

Peggy, cousin of Jane Scherrer,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,
Tammy Strampe, Daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-
heart,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-
heart,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,



