St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 29, 2024
First Sunday of Christmas

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

On the first Sunday of Christmas we find the boy Samuel and the boy Jesus, both
in the temple, both growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and hu-
mankind. We too have returned to the house of God “to sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God,” who has gifted us with a savior. As the festival continues,
“let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” It is Christmas, still.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The December Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by our 3 yr through 4th

grade class.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God,

whose steadfast love is everlasting.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God
and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God-with-us,

we confess that we have turned away

those seeking shelter,

claiming there is no room when we have plenty.
We have made power and wealth our idols,
while you show us true glory: a baby in a manger.
We have overlooked the shepherds,
expecting good news in prettier packaging.
Too often, we have valued violence

instead of your peace.

Turn us from our ways to your ways.

Grant us the grace to begin again.

Free us from all that keeps us bound,

and forgive our sin,

through Jesus Christ, who gives himself for us.
Amen.

Hear the good news and rejoice!

You are God’s chosen ones,

holy and beloved,

++ forgiven in Christ,

and freed to respond in joy.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 275

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
brighter visions beam afar;
1 Angels, from the realms of glory, seek the great desire of nations,
wing your flight o'er all the earth; you have seen his natal star.
once you sang creation's story, Come and worship, come and worship,
now proclaim Messiah's birth: worship Christ, the newborn king.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king. 4 All creation, join in praising
God, the Father, Spirit, Son,
2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, evermore your voices raising
watching o'er your flocks by night, to the eternal Three in One.
God with us is now residing, Come and worship, come and worship,
yonder shines the infant light. worship Christ, the newborn king.
Come and worship, come and worship,
worship Christ, the newborn king. Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt., sts. 1-3; Salisbury

Hymn Book, 1857, st. 4

Greeting page 98
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 98
HYMN OF PRAISE page 101

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom,

O God, and open our minds to the knowledge of your word, that in all things we
may think and act according to your good will and may live continually in the
light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26

Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits him every year
when she and her husband Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God
grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gains favor in the sight of all.



(Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and
bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Je-
sus.

" Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. ™ His
mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she
went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. * Then Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this
woman for the gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they would return to
their home.

“° Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the
LORD and with the people.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 148
The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)

"Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
’ Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
’ Praise the LORD, sun and moon:
sing praise, all you shining stars.
* Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
> Let them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
°who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
’ Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
* fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
 mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;



'“ wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
" sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
'“young men and maidens,
old and young together.
" Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
""The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants,
the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17

Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new gar-
ments upon arising from the baptismal waters, so all who have received God'’s gift
of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of Christ.

> As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. " Bear with one another and, if any-
one has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has for-
given you, so you also must forgive. * Above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds everything together in perfect harmony. *” And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be
thankful. '° Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one an-
other in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and
spiritual songs to God. '/ And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 102
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 2nd Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 2:41-52
Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in
this environment of faithful adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual

maturity and an understanding of his identity and mission.

“"Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passo-
ver. “” And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. *’
When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed be-
hind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. ** Assuming that he was in the
group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him
among their relatives and friends. *” When they did not
find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. “° ll- YYYYY, ¥
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting |
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them
questions. */ And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. “* When his parents saw
him they were astonished; and his mother said to him,
“Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your fa-
ther and | have been searching for you in great anxiety.”
“’He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did
you not know that | must be in my Father’s house?” °° But they did not under-
stand what he said to them. ' Then he went down with them and came to Naza-
reth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her
heart.

°> And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Dave Mareske
SERMON Pastor Dave Mareske



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 292

Love Has Come

1 Love has come—a light in the darkness!
Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies.
See, all heaven has come to proclaim it;
hear how their song of joy arises:

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!
Love! Love! Glory to God on high.

2 Loveis born! Come, share in the wonder.
Love is God now asleep in the hay.
See the glow in the eyes of his mother;
what is the name her heart is saying?
Love! Love! Love is the name she whispers;

Love! Love! Jesus, Immanuel.

3 Love has come and never will leave us!
Love is life everlasting and free.
Love is Jesus within and among us.
Love is the peace our hearts are seeking.
Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas;
Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c/o Integrity
Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again



in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
earth, and all people.

A brief silence.

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray. Bless the education ministries
of your church. Guide Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors,
and Bible study leaders in our ongoing faith formation and curiosity. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the thriving of creation, we pray. Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcu-
pines, penguins and parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things. Increase
our knowledge of the natural world and the care of its inhabitants. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the nations of the world, we pray. Raise up rulers who lead with compassion,
kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Let your peace rule in their hearts
and in all lands. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the well-being of your people, we pray. Keep watch over all who travel this



holiday season. Accompany those who are alone or ill (especially). Console par-
ents and children whose relationships are strained or severed. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For the ministry of this place, we pray. Let the word of Christ dwell among us. In
times of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time and place, we give thanks.
Draw us all into everlasting praise and joy. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all,
through the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,

And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING
OFFERTORY pg. 182

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
Holy, Holy pg. 108
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

A child has been born for us, a Son given to us.

Come, receive the gift of Jesus.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 112

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 272

Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming

1 Lo, how arose e'er blooming
from tender stem hath sprung!

Of Jesse's lineage coming
as seers of old have sung,

it came, a flow'r so bright,
amid the cold of winter,
when half-spent was the night.

2 Isaiah had foretold it,
the rose | have in mind;
with Mary we behold it,
the virgin mother kind.
To show God's love aright,
she bore to us a Savior,
when half-spent was the night.

3 This flow'r, whose fragrance tender
with sweetness fills the air,
dispels with glorious splendor
the darkness everywhere.
True man, yet very God,
from sin and death he saves us
and lightens ev'ry load.

4 O Savior, child of Mary,
who felt our human woe;
O Savior, king of glory,
who dost our weakness know:
bring us at length, we pray,
to the bright courts of heaven
and into endless day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934,
sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 1876
-1948, st. 4

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Merciful God,

we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food.

Strengthened by this goodness,

send us forth to announce your peace,

comfort the afflicted,

and share the good news of great joy.

Amen.



SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

The God of love,

Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit,
lavish you with grace,

illumine your path,

and increase your joy,

today and always.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 290

Go Tell It on the Mountain 2 The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth
Refrain rang out the angel chorus
Go tell it on the mountain, that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain
over the hills and ev'rywhere;
go tell it on the mountain 3 Downin alonely manger
that Jesus Christ is born! the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation
1 While shepherds kept their watching that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
o'er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-

i - 1925, stanzas, alt.
there shone a holy light. Refrain stanzas, a

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna & Ron Frenzl,
Donna Nichols,

Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Family & friends:

Scott Toth, associate of Chris McMullin,

Marilou Osborne, cousin of Joni Benz,

Jim Severson, friend of Joe VanKempen,
Carol, stepmom of Tom Bryer,

Brad, son of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson,

Jules Rudigier, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg,

El Haddad, Semaan, and Nassar families and
friends in Lebanon, extended family and friends
of Fetsch Family,

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s,

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle,

Sandra Borg, sister of Joyce Johnson,

Peggy, cousin of Jane Scherrer,

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Fran Besser, friend of Joni Benz,

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,
Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,
Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,
Tammy Strampe, Daughter-in-law of Barbara
Strampe,

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-
heart,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-
heart,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters
Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,



