
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 1, 2024 

First Sunday of Advent 

INTRODUCTION 
Advent is about the “coming days.” God’s people have always lived in great expec-
tation, but that expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts ap-
pointed for these four weeks. The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to 
spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our Lord Jesus 
with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before 
the Son of Man.” With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christ-
mas celebration, a second coming, and the advent of Christ in word and supper. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The December Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by our 3 yr through 4th 
grade class. 

Rezound Handbell Concert: Sunday, December 15th at 3:00pm. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First Sunday of Advent 
Zoey, Luke & Cody Biggins 
Ali, Chuck & Ethan Luin 
Use this blessing when lighting the first candle. 
Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 
You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 
You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 
Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 
We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 
you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 
Amen. 
ADVENT WREATH HYMN ELW 257, vs. 1  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  257, vs. 1-4 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 
 
Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 
 
2 O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
 embracing all things far and nigh: 
 in strength and beauty come and stay; 
 teach us your will and guide our way.   
Refrain 

 
3 O come, O come, O Lord of might, 
 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 
 in ancient times you gave the law 
 in cloud, and majesty, and awe.   
Refrain 
 
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 
 your own from Satan's tyranny; 
 from depths of hell your people save, 
 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.   
Refrain 
 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license 
from copyright administrator. 



 Greeting page 98 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 98 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 101 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power,  
Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to the threatening 
dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16  
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in rela-
tionship. God acts righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having 
mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—“The Lord is our righteous-
ness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 
 
14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made 
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I 
will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our 
righteousness.” 
           
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10  
To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. (Ps. 25:1) 
 
 1 To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 



  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4 Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting.  
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good
 ness, O Lord. 
 8 You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9 You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10 All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
 
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13  
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant 
with gratitude for them. In this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing 
thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing church. 
 

9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel be-
fore our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we 
may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to 
you. 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another 
and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he so strengthen your 
hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 102 
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 21st Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Luke 21:25-36  
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment 
abound. On that great day there will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, 
but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and receive God’s prom-
ised redemption. 
 
[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 
People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 
coming upon the world, for the powers of the heav-
ens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up 
and raise your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near.” 
  29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree 
and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you 
can see for yourselves and know that summer is al-
ready near. 31 So also, when you see these things tak-
ing place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this genera-
tion will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and 
drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unex-
pectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole 
earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all 
these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Dave Mareske 
SERMON   Pastor Dave Mareske 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  244 

 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 

 
3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places 
that long for God’s presence. 
A brief silence. 
God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful expectation of your coming. Fill 
your church with renewed passion for our shared mission, and deepen our rela-
tionships with other Christians and other faith traditions in our local community 
and across the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is near. Help us sense 
your goodness and love in the sun and moon, in sprouting leaves and bare 
branches, in the roaring sea and quiet breeze. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities and powers. Give 
leaders and all in authority hearts for justice and peace. Encourage efforts to en-
act policies that benefit the common good. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions. Be near to all who are 
changing jobs, moving, welcoming children, or facing the loss of loved ones. Sus-
tain those who are ill or suffering (especially). In times of change, remind us of 
your steadfast love. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of community, your Spirit holds us together. Sustain our care for one another. 
Inspire us to seek new ways to live together and to embrace the diversity of 
thought and identity in our communities. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who have died (especially). 
Tend to our grief and sorrow with renewed trust in your promise of abundant and 
eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, 
receive our prayer. 
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
OFFERING/ NOISY OFFERING 

OFFERTORY pg. 182 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 108 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
God feeds us with tender mercy. 
Come to the table. 
 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 112 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  715 

ELW 793 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 

Be Thou My Vision 
 
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
 naught be all else to me, save that thou 

art: 
 thou my best thought both by day and by 

night, 
 waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 
2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true 

word; 
 I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
 Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high 

tow'r, 

 raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my 
pow'r. 

 
3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
 thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
 thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 
 great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 
 
4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 
 may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 
 Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
 still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. 
Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931 

Christ, Be Our Light 
 
1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. 

 
Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice.  Refrain 

 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 
shared until all are fed.  Refrain 

 
4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us your building, sheltering others, 
walls made of living stone.  Refrain 

 
5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another, 
signs of your kingdom come.  Refrain 

 
Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 
Text © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Generous God, 
we thank you for the gift of life, 
for the bread of salvation. 
We thank you for coming among us, 
for leading us into peace. 
We thank you for showering us with mercy, 
for sending us into the world. 
Come, Lord Jesus, and go with us 
as we feed the hungry in your name. 
Amen. 
 

SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
God of endings and beginnings, 
God in the darkness and the light, 
God, our hope for the journey, 

☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  239 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way for Emmanuel. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hark, the Glad Sound! 
 
1 Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 
 the Savior promised long; 
 let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 
 and ev'ry voice a song. 
 
2 He comes the pris'ners to release, 
 in Satan's bondage held. 
 The gates of brass before him burst, 
 the iron fetters yield. 

 
3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
 the bleeding soul to cure, 
 and with the treasures of his grace 
 to enrich the humble poor. 
 
4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 
 your welcome shall proclaim, 
 and heav'n's eternal arches ring 
 with your beloved name. 
 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751 



St. Mark’s members: 

Donna & Ron Frenzl, 

Donna Nichols, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

 

Family & friends: 

Liz Zybko, friend of Pam Wilson, 

Jules Rudigier, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,  

Tony Berg, son of Arlyn & Jan Berg, 

El Haddad, Semaan, and Nassar families and 

friends in Lebanon, extended family and friends 

of Fetsch Family, 

Julia Wise, sister-in-law of Amy Hackler, 

Timothy Morey, son’s friend of Amy Hackler, 

Marlin Weidler, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Family of Phyllis Dettmer,  

Steve, nephew of Joni Benz,  

Donna Trester, Mother of Linda Cagle, 

Sandra Borg, sister of Joyce Johnson, 

Peggy, cousin of Jane Scherrer,  

Kerry O’Rourke, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Fran Besser, friend of Joni Benz, 

Mindy Gustus, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Everett, friend of sister-in-law of Janet Anderson,  

Jessica Parker, great-niece of Jane Stresewki,  

Tammy Strampe, Daughter-in-law of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Bob Bergene, friend of Clarence Linsey, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-

heart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-

heart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-

son,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


