
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, April 7, 2024 

Second Sunday of Easter 

INTRODUCTION 

The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery 
of Christ’s presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather 
with the disciples on the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With 
Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus offers us his wounded self in the broken 
bread. From frightened individuals we are transformed into a community of open 
doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such that no one among us is in 
need. 
 
EASTER PROCLAMATION 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! 

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!  
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The April Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter , chosen by the 5th & 6th grade class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thanksgiving for Baptism 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the wellspring of grace, 
our Easter and our joy. 
Amen. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
Immersed in the promises of baptism, 
let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 
your voice thundered over the deep 
and water became the essence of life. 
Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 
The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 
into freedom’s land. 
In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 
entered your boundless baptismal life. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 
freeing us to live as Easter people. 
We rejoice with glad hearts, 
giving all honor and praise to you, 
through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Look, here is water! 
Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  432, vs. 1, 2 & 6  

Greeting page 147 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 147 

HYMN OF PRAISE page 149 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God,  
with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of Christ 
among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say 
and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Acts 4:32-35  

While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early 
Christian community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help 
their fellow believers who were in need. 
 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 
one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned 
was held in common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not 
a needy person among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them 

The Head That Once Was Crowned 
 
1 The head that once was crowned with 

thorns 
 is crowned with glory now; 
 a royal diadem adorns 
 the mighty victor's brow. 
 
2 The highest place that heav'n affords 

 is his by sov'reign right, 
 the King of kings, and Lord of lords, 
 and heav'n's eternal light. 
6 The cross he bore is life and health, 
 though shame and death to him; 
 his people's hope, his people's wealth, 
 their everlasting theme! 
 
Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855 



and brought the proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, 
and it was distributed to each as any had need. 

 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 

Psalm: Psalm 133 
How good and pleasant it is to live together in unity. (Ps. 133:1) 
 
 1How good and how pleasant it is, 
  when kindred live together in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down upon the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar of his robe.  
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the hills of Zion. 
  For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life forevermore.  
 
Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2  
The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but 
our confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through 
Christ’s death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 
 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, 
concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and tes-
tify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was re-
vealed to us—3we declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also 
may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with 
his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are writing these things so that our joy may be com-
plete. 
 
 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is 
light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with 
him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if 
we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one an-
other, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we 
have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all un-



righteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 
word is not in us. 
 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. 
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world. 
 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 20th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
Gospel: John 20:19-31  
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words 
to Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples 
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in 
his side, I will not believe.” 
 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and 
see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but be-



lieve.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have 
you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have come to believe.” 
 
 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 
in his name. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 363 

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 
 
1 Come, you faithful, raise the strain 
 of triumphant gladness! 
 God has brought forth Israel 
 into joy from sadness, 
 loosed from Pharaoh's bitter yoke 
 Jacob's sons and daughters; 
 led them with unmoistened foot 
 through the Red Sea waters. 
 
2 'Tis the spring of souls today: 
 Christ has burst his prison, 
 and from three days' sleep in death 
 as a sun has risen. 
 All the winter of our sins, 
 long and dark, is flying 
 from the Light to whom we give 
 laud and praise undying. 
 
3 Now the queen of seasons, bright 
 with the day of splendor, 
 with the royal feast of feasts 
 comes its joy to render; 
 comes to glad Jerusalem, 

 who with true affection 
 welcomes in unwearied strain 
 Jesus' resurrection! 
 
4 Neither could the gates of death, 
 nor the tomb's dark portal, 
 nor the watchers, nor the seal 
 hold you as a mortal: 
 but today, among your own, 
 you appear, bestowing 
 your deep peace, which evermore 
 passes human knowing.  
 
5 Alleluia! now we cry 
 to our Lord immortal, 
 who triumphant burst the bars 
 of the tomb's dark portal; 
 Alleluia! with the Son 
 God the Father praising; 
 Alleluia! yet again  

to the Spirit raising. 
 
Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 
1818-1866, alt. 



NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
virgin Mary and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the  
Living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
And glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 



Prayers of Intercession  
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
A brief silence. 
Your church cries out, O God, and you listen. As you drew near to the disciples, 
draw near to us this day. Breathe on us your Holy Spirit, that our faith is renewed 
and we witness to your love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your creation cries out, O God, and you listen. Nurture trees, crops, wildflowers, 
and all growing things. Guide farmers, gardeners, arborists, and others who tend 
the soil and nurture plants into life. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your world cries out, O God, and you listen. Guide police, firefighters, paramedics, 
and other first responders to work for the well-being of communities and the dig-
nity of every person, that no one may need to live in fear. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your children cry out, O God, and you listen. Hear your people crying out for jus-
tice, for an end to racism and other oppression, and for a world where all are fed 
and safe. We pray for all who cry out in suffering or pain (especially). God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Your congregations cry out, O God, and you listen. Renew pastors, deacons, musi-
cians, and other staff, administrators, and volunteers who facilitated Holy Week 
and Easter worship. Open our hearts to discern where God calls each of us to 
serve. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Accept our gratitude, O God, for the lives of those who now rest in you, especially 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer and all whose lives have been given in faithfulness to the gos-
pel. Grant us your peace amid our fears. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting 
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 



The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 153 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
The risen Christ is made known to us 
in the breaking of the bread. 
Come and eat at God’s table. 
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154 

 

 

 

 
 



COMMUNION HYMN ELW  635 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Shepherding God, 
you have prepared a table before us 
and nourished us with your love. 
Send us forth from this banquet 
to proclaim your goodness 
and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 
our redeemer and friend. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
 

We Walk by Faith 
 
1 We walk by faith and not by sight; 
 with gracious words draw near, 
 O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 
 "My peace be with you here." 
 
2 We may not touch your hands and side, 
 nor follow where you trod; 
 but in your promise we rejoice, 
 and cry, "My Lord and God!" 
 
3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
 and may our faith abound 
 to call on you when you are near 

 and seek where you are found: 
 

4 For you, O resurrected Lord, 
are found in means divine: 
beneath the water and the word, 
beneath the bread and wine. 

 
5 And when our life of faith is done, 
 in realms of clearer light 
 we may behold you as you are,  
 with full and endless sight. 
 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810-1871, alt. 



BLESSING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
The God of resurrection power, 
the Christ of unending joy, 
and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 
Amen. 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  376 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Thine Is the Glory 
 
1 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 Angels in bright raiment 
 rolled the stone away, 
 kept the folded grave-clothes 
 where thy body lay. 
 
Refrain 
 Thine is the glory, 
 risen, conqu'ring Son; 
 endless is the vict'ry 
 thou o'er death hast won! 
 
2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 
 risen from the tomb! 

 Lovingly he greets thee, 
 scatters fear and gloom; 
 let his church with gladness 
 hymns of triumph sing, 
 for the Lord now liveth; 
 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 
 
3 No more we doubt thee, 
 glorious Prince of life; 
 life is naught without thee; 
 aid us in our strife; 
 make us more than conqu'rors, 
 through thy deathless love; 
 bring us safe through Jordan 
 to thy home above.  Refrain 
 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 

 



St. Mark’s members: 

Nancy Brown, 

Geneice Linsey, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Beverly Norager, 

Henry Moore, 

Janet Nichols, 

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

 

Family & friends:  

Sister of Jim Weeg, 

Family of Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Rosie, great-niece of Don & Janet Anderson, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Pete, brother of Jenny Wheeler, 

Sally Gieschen & family of Roger Gieschen, friends of 

St. Mark’s, 

Norma Heath and her family, Aunt of Don Anderson, 

Family of Mike Motta, husband of Sharon Motta, 

Milo, brother of Kevin Larson, 

Steve Wells, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Family of Beverly Norager, 

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


