St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, April 28, 2024
Fifth Sunday of Easter

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of
the vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mys-
tery of mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter of John. Baptism
makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with
Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table.
We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world.

EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The April Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by the 5th & 6th grade class.




Thanksgiving for Baptism

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

the wellspring of grace,

our Easter and our joy.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,

let us give thanks for what God has done for us.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning
your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection
you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.

We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,

through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 367,vs. 1& 2

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds therefore our heart with rapture sings:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds Now still he comes to give us life
in praise of love that still abounds: and by his presence stills all strife.
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" "Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Repeat their song of glory here:
"Christ has triumphed! He is Iiving!" Text: Paul Z. Strodach, 1876-1947, alt.

) ; . Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg For-
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! tress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

2 Eternal is the gift he brings,

Greeting page 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147

HYMN OF PRAISE page 149

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God,

you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our
life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness
of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Acts 8:26-40

Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his Afri-
can home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to
proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.

“°An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) *’So he got
up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace,



gueen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusa-
lem to worship ““and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading
the prophet Isaiah. ““Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and
join it.” *°So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” *'He replied, “How can |, un-
less someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him.
*’Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
**In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
**The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may | ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?” **Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. “°As
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?” **He com-
manded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down
into the water, and Philip baptized him. *’When they came up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and
went on his way rejoicing. “’But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until
he came to Caesarea.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27)

’From you comes my praise in the great assembly;

| will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
““The poor shall eat and be satisfied,

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
’All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;

all the families of nations shall bow before God.



“*For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.
“Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the
LORD.
*“Their descendants shall serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to generations to come.
*'They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The LORD has acted!”

Second Reading: 1 John 4:7-21

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God,
whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see.
Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others because the essence of
God is love.

’Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God: everyone who loves
is born of God and knows God. “Whoever does not love does not know God, for
God is love. “God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son
into the world so that we might live through him. "’In this is love, not that we
loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our
sins. 'Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another.
"’No one has ever seen God:; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love
is perfected in us.

"By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of
his Spirit. ““And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as
the Savior of the world. "God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of
God, and they abide in God. °So we have known and believe the love that God
has for us.

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
""Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the
day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. ‘“There is no fear in
love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and who-
ever fears has not reached perfection in love. '"We love because he first loved us.
““Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God



whom they have not seen. *'The commandment we have from him is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 15th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 15:1-8

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they
would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart
from him, they can do nothing.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. "He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it
bear more fruit. “You have already been
cleansed by the word that | have spoken to
you. ‘Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you
abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branch-
es. Those who abide in me and | in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing. "Whoever does not abide in me is
thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire,
and burned. 'If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. °“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 449
We Know That Christ Is Raised

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no
more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful
hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 4
Hallelujah!

2 We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.

The Spirit's fission shakes the church of
God.

Baptized, we live with God the Three in
One.

Hallelujah!

A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and
blood.

The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!

Hallelujah! Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Text © John B. Geyer

3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
life license from copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again



in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the

Living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped
And glorified, who has spoken through the
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church around the world, for all ministers, and for the mission of
the gospel. Keep all the newly baptized and confirmed in your care. Cleanse our
hearts with your word and help us to abide in you always. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For the well-being of the earth and of all created things: for rivers and lakes,
streams and estuaries, melting glaciers and polluted waters. Renew the face of
the earth and shower us with your goodness. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For the nations and all those in authority: for local, state, and national leaders, for
elected representatives at every level, and for international organizations, that
justice and peace may reign. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

For all those in need: for any experiencing homelessness or unemployment, for
those fleeing from oppression or seeking asylum, and for all who are ill or suffer-
ing (especially). God of grace,



hear our prayer.

For this congregation: for the caring ministries of this faith community, for all who
visit and minister to one another, for all who take communion to homes or care
centers, and for all who seek to share your love with the world. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

With thanksgiving for the saints who rest from their labors. Help us, like them, to
bear much fruit and to become your disciples, and at the last, bring us to that
heavenly banquet where all will feast together at your table. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting
in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 153

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The risen Christ is made known to us
in the breaking of the bread.

Come and eat at God’s table.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 712

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service till your love's revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness
1 Lord, whose love in humble service dawns upon our quickened sight,
bore the weight of human need, making known the needs and burdens
who upon the cross, forsaken, your compassion bids us bear,
worked your mercy's perfect deed: stirring us to ardent service,
we, your servants, bring the worship your abundant life to share.
not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose 4 Called by worship to your service,
ev'ry gift which you impart. forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged,
2 Still your children wander homeless; love in living deeds to show;
still the hungry cry for bread; hope and health, good will and comfort,
still the captives long for freedom; counsel, aid and peace we give,
still in grief we mourn our dead. that your servants, Lord, in freedom
As you, Lord, in deep compassion may your mercy know and live.
healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

. Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.
to our world to make it whole.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid

. - li f ight administrator.
3 Aswe WOI‘ShIp, grant us vision, icense from copyright administrator



ELW 460

Now the Silence Now the wedding
Now the songs
Now the silence Now the heart forgiven leaping
Now the peace Now the Spirit's visitation
Now the empty hands uplifted Now the Son's epiphany
Now the kneeling Now the Father's blessing
Now the plea Now
Now the Father's arms in welcome Now
Now

Now the hearing
Now the pOW'I’ Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919

. ) Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Now the vessel brimmed for pouring All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Now the body

Now the blood Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid

. . license from copyright administrator.
Now the joyful celebration

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.



BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,
the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope

-+ bless you now and always.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 881

Let All Things Now Living

the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;

1 Let all things now living the hills and the mountains,
a song of thanksgiving the rivers and fountains,
to God the creator triumphantly raise, the deeps of the ocean proclaim God di-
who fashioned and made us, vine.
protected and stayed us, We too should be voicing
who still guides us on to the end of our our love and rejoicing;
days. with glad adoration a song let us raise
God's banners are o'er us, till all things now living
God's light goes before us, unite in thanksgiving:
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night, "To God in the highest, hosanna and
till shadows have vanished praise!"
and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.  Text: Katherine K. Davis, 1892-1980, alt.
Text © 1939, 1966 E.C. Schirmer Music Company
2 God rules all the forces: Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.
DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Janet Nichols,

Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,
Phyllis Dettmer,

Family & friends:
Family of Terrale Johnson, friend of Pam Wilson,

Matthew Livingston, grandson of Joni Benz's friend,
Assaad Nassar, friend of Susan Fetsch,

Family of Beverly Norager,

Family of Bev Wiggers,sister of Jim Weeg,

Rosie, great-niece of Don & Janet Anderson,

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Pete, brother of Jenny Wheeler,

Sally Gieschen & family of Roger Gieschen, friends of
St. Mark’s,

Norma Heath and her family, Aunt of Don Anderson,
Milo, brother of Kevin Larson,

Steve Wells, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Sheryl Thompson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s
sister-in-law,

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle,

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer,

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens,

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,



