
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Sunday, March 3, 2024 

Third Sunday in Lent 

  

INTRODUCTION 

The third covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the central one of Israel’s his-
tory: the gift of the law to those God freed from slavery. The commandments 
begin with the statement that because God alone has freed us from the powers 
that oppressed us, we are to let nothing else claim first place in our lives. When 
Jesus throws the merchants out of the temple, he is defending the worship of God 
alone and rejecting the ways commerce and profit-making can become our gods. 
The Ten Commandments are essential to our baptismal call: centered first in 
God’s liberating love, we strive to live out justice and mercy in our communities 
and the world. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the New Hope Food Pantry, chosen by the 3rd & 4th grade class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 

and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 533, vs. 1 & 2 

 Greeting pg. 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   pg. 203 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God,  
through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously. Keep 
us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Exodus 20:1-17  

After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teach-
es them how to live in community. The Ten Commandments proclaim that God 
alone is worthy of worship. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes 
when based on honesty, trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property. 
 
1God spoke all these words: 
 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 3you shall have no other gods before me. 
 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
 Zion, let me enter there, 
 where my soul in joyful duty 
 waits for God who answers prayer. 
 Oh, how blessed is this place, 
 filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 

2 Gracious God, I come before thee; 
 come thou also unto me; 
 where we find thee and adore thee, 
 there a heav'n on earth must be. 
 To my heart, oh, enter thou, 
 let it be thy temple now! 
 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 
1827-1878, alt. 



in heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 5You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and 
the fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 
 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the 
Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor and do 
all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall 
not do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it. 
 12Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 13You shall not murder. 
 14You shall not commit adultery. 
 15You shall not steal. 
 16You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbor. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 19  
The commandment of the Lord gives light to the eyes. (Ps. 19:8) 
 
 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the 
 world, 



  where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs about to the 
 end of it again; 
  nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the Lord is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get domin
 ion over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in 
 your sight, 
  O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25  
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it 
claims that God is mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But 
through such divine foolishness and weakness, God is working to save us. The cen-
ter of Paul’s preaching is Christ crucified. 
 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this 



age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wis-
dom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through 
the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews de-
mand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stum-
bling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For 
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger 
than human strength. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205b 

Holy Gospel, according to John, the 2nd Chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 2:13-22  

Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the 
temple. When challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his 
own death and resurrection. In the midst of a seemingly stable religious center, Je-
sus suggests that the center itself has changed. 
 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the 
temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 
seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of 
cords, he drove all of them out of the tem-
ple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money chang-
ers and overturned their tables. 16He told 
those who were selling the doves, “Take 
these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disci-
ples remembered that it was written, “Zeal 
for your house will consume me.” 18The 
Jews then said to him, “What sign can you 
show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, 



“This temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it 
up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they be-
lieved the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 723 

Canticle of the Turning 
 
1 My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant's 

plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn,  
 so from east to west shall my name be 

blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws 

near, 
 and the world is about to turn. 
 
2 Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of 

the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
 and to those who would for you yearn, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to 

flight, 

 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
3 From the halls of pow'r to the fortress 

tow'r, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be 

fed, 
 for the world is about to turn.  Refrain 
 
4 Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God's mercy must deliver us  
 from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 
 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 till the spear and rod can be crushed by 

God, 
 who is turning the world around.  Refrain 
 
Text: Rory Cooney, b. 1952, based on the Magnificat 
Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, 
IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 
well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
You alone are God. We thank you for the gift of sabbath rest. Awaken the church 
to the mystery of your presence and give us glad hearts as we receive the good 
news of your deliverance. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You renew creation. Drive out those who would make the earth a marketplace. 
Protect rainforests, mountaintops, oceans, and wilderness areas from commercial 
exploitation. Unite nations, policymakers, and businesses in efforts to reduce car-
bon emissions. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You judge the nations. We pray for an end to war and strife in every land. 
Strengthen international efforts to negotiate peace and provide humanitarian aid 
to people fleeing from conflict. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
You bring healing and hope. We give thanks for physicians, nurses, researchers, 
therapists, and public health workers who prevent and treat illness. We pray for 
any who are sick (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You abide with your people. Sustain any in this community undergoing life transi-
tions: marriage, divorce, childbirth, adoption, moving, graduation, employment 
change, or a death in the family (especially). We pray for those preparing for bap-
tism. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You bring life from death. We remember our loved ones who have died, confident 
that they have new life in you. May we trust that nothing can separate us from 
your love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 



Holy, Holy pg. 207 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 856 
 

How Great Thou Art  
 
1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome won-

der 
 consider all the works thy hand hath made, 
 I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
 thy pow'r throughout the universe dis-

played; 
 
Refrain 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to 

thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to 

thee, 
 how great thou art! How great thou art! 
 
2 When through the woods and forest glades 

I wander, 
 I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
 when I look down from lofty mountain 

grandeur 
 and hear the brook and feel the gentle 

breeze;  Refrain 

 
3 But when I think that God, his Son not 

sparing, 
 sent him to die, I scarce can take it in, 
 that on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
 he bled and died to take away my sin;  Re-

frain 
 
4 When Christ shall come, with shout of ac-

clamation, 
 and take me home, what joy shall fill my 

heart! 
 Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
 and there proclaim, “My God, how great 

thou art!”  Refrain 
 
Text: Carl G. Boberg, 1859-1940; tr. and adapt. Stuart K. Hine, 
1899-1989. 
Text © 1953 S.K. Hine, assigned to Manna Music, Inc., 35255 
Brooten Road, Pacific City, OR 97135 (ASCAP). Renewed 1981. 
All rights reserved. (ASCAP) 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



ELW 623 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
As we depart your house Eternal God, your love is steadfast. 
A sure guardian, a rock of defense and comfort to all. 
Grant us courage to face the future and to share your message; 
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 
 
1 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee; 
 let the water and the blood, 
 from thy riven side which flowed, 
 be of sin the double cure; 
 cleanse me from its guilt and pow'r. 
 
2 Not the labors of my hands 
 can fulfill thy law's demands; 
 could my zeal no respite know, 
 could my tears forever flow, 
 all for sin could not atone; 
 thou must save, and thou alone. 

 
3 Nothing in my hand I bring; 
 simply to thy cross I cling. 
 Naked, come to thee for dress; 
 helpless, look to thee for grace; 
 foul, I to the fountain fly; 
 wash me, Savior, or I die. 
 
4 While I draw this fleeting breath, 
 when mine eyelids close in death, 
 when I soar to worlds unknown, 
 see thee on thy judgment throne, 
 Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 
 let me hide myself in thee. 
 
Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778 



BLESSING 
Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 

and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 803 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
 save in the death of Christ, my God; 
 all the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 
3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
 sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
 Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
 or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were a present far too small; 
 love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 



St. Mark’s members: 

Geneice Linsey, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Beverly Norager, 

Henry Moore, 

Janet Nichols, 

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

 

Family & friends:  

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Pete, brother of Jenny Wheeler, 

Sally Gieschen & family of Roger Gieschen, friends of 

St. Mark’s, 

Norma Heath and her family, Aunt of Don Anderson, 

Family of Mike Motta, husband of Sharon Motta, 

Kathy Isaacson, friend of Louise Easterberg, 

Family of Francis Shumaker, cousin of Donna Frenzl, 

Milo, brother of Kevin Larson, 

Tami Beck, friend of Joni Benz, 

Steve Wells, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Family of Beverly Norager, 

Sheryl Thompson, family of Linda & Pete Cagle’s son, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


