
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, March 17, 2024 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

INTRODUCTION 

God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a cove-
nant that will allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this 
promise fulfilled in Christ, who draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on 
the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws us to God’s heart through Christ and 
draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join together in worship, sharing 
in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s love with all the 
world. 

 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the New Hope Food Pantry, chosen by the 3rd & 4th grade class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland, died 461 
A native of Britain, Patrick was kidnapped by pirates at age sixteen and sold into slavery in Ire-
land. After a few years, he escaped, returned home, and entered the ministry. Returning to 
Ireland, he successfully served as a bishop and missionary there. 



Sacrament of 
Holy 

Baptism 
 
 
 
Our baptismal candidate is Rhodes Bly Camp, 
Son of Kate & Kris Camp. 
Rhodes’ sponsors are the Berg family—Mike &  
Kellie Berg, Kyle & Jobeth Berg, and Doug & Lisa Berg.  
 
INTRODUCTION AND PRESENTATION 
 God, who is rich in mercy and love,  
gives us a new birth into a living hope through  
the sacrament of baptism.   
 The power of sin is put to death in this holy  
flood, and we are raised with Jesus Christ to new life. 
We are united with all the baptized  
in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift  
of the Holy Spirit, and sent out in mission  
for the life of the world. 
 
 (To Kate, Kris & the Berg family) Who presents 
this child to be baptized?  
 
Parents and sponsors: We do. 
 
 (To Kate & Kris) As you present Rhodes for bap-
tism, you are entrusted with gifts and responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God’s faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that he may learn to trust God,  
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made,  
and work for justice and peace among all people. 
 Do you promise to help Rhodes  grow in the Chris-
tian faith and life? 
 Response     We do.  
 
(The Berg family) Do you promise to nurture Rhodes 
in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 
Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism 
and in communion with the church? 
 Response      We do. 

 
 People of St. Mark’s, do you promise to support 
Rhodes and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 
 Response     We do. 
 
(Water is poured into the font) 
 
RENUNCIATION OF EVIL AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 I ask you, parents and sponsors, to reject sin, pro-
fess your faith in Christ, and confess the faith of the 
church. 
 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that 
defy God? 
Response:  I renounce them. 
 Do you renounce the powers of this world that 
rebel against God? 
Response:  I renounce them. 
 Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you 
from God? 
Response:  I renounce them. 
 Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
Response:  In faith I turn to Christ. 
 With the whole church, let us all confess  
our faith. 
 Do you believe in God the Father? 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the   
 virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, * who with the Father and the Son is wor-
shiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one bap-
tism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your 
Spirit brooded over the waters and you created the 
world by your Word, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. 
 Through water you led your people Israel from 
slavery in Egypt to freedom in the promised land. In 
the waters of the Jordan Jesus was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection you delivered us from 
the power of sin and death and set us free to live in 
you. 
 Send your Holy Spirit upon this water and upon all 
who are washed in it, that they may be given new life.  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever. 
Amen. 
 
WASHING 
Rhodes, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  And let the people 
say …   Amen. 
 
INVOCATION OF THE SPIRIT 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through 
water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and 
sons new birth, wash them from sin, and raise them 
to eternal life. 
 
 

Sustain Rhodes with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might,  
 the spirit of knowledge  
  and the fear of the Lord, 
       the spirit of joy in your presence,  
both now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
SIGNING WITH THE CROSS 
 
(Making a cross on the forehead with oil.) 
 
Rhodes, child of God, you have been sealed by the 
Holy Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forev-
er. 
 Amen. 
 
(Parents and sponsors also receive the sign of the 
cross with oil.) 
 
PRESENTATION OF A CANDLE 
 
(Presenting a lighted candle.) 
Let your light so shine before others that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven. 
 
WELCOME 
Through baptism you have been received into the 
household of God, entrusted with the good news of 
Jesus Christ, and strengthened to serve by the holy 
and life-giving Spirit. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and the 
mission we share. Join us as we give praise to God 
and bear God’s creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. Welcome, Rhodes! 
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Greeting pg. 203 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 

KYRIE   pg. 203 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God,  
with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our pray-
ers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and 
death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34  
The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the 
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make 

As We Gather at Your Table  
 
1 As we gather at your table,  

as we listen to your word, 
help us know, O God, your presence;  
let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story  
till we claim it as our own; 
teach us through this holy banquet  
how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 

2 Turn our worship into witness 
in the sacrament of life; 
send us forth to love and serve you,  
bringing peace where there is strife. 
Give us, Christ, your great compassion  
to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image  
in the world you died to save. 
 

3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon  
other guests to share that feast 
where triumphant Love will welcome  

those who had been last and least. 
There no more will envy blind us  
nor will pride our peace destroy, 
as we join with saints and angels  
to repeat the sounding joy. 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



a new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because 
God will write it on their hearts. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant 
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, 
says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel 
after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it 
on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will for-
give their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-12  
Create in me a clean heart, O God. (Ps. 51:10) 
 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 



  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10  
Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains 
how Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the 
source of our eternal salvation. 
 
5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the 
one who said to him,  
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 
cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was 
heard because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned 
obedience through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by 
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 

 The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205b 

Holy Gospel, according to John, the 12th Chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

Gospel: John 12:20-33  
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here 
Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into 
the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 



20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we 
wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went 
and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 
be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 
dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who 
love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eter-
nal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my serv-
ant be also. Whoever serves me, the Fa-
ther will honor. 
 
 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what 
should I say—‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have 
come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came from heaven, 
“I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.” 29The crowd standing there heard 
it and said that it was thunder. Others 
said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for 
your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this 
world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
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Prayers of Intercession  
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 
well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
God of the covenant, through the church you draw us into community. We give 
thanks for the means of grace around which we gather. Inspire writers, musicians, 
and artists whose creative gifts adorn our worship. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all that exists, you lavish the earth with extravagant beauty. Preserve the 
rich and complex diversity of living things. Support local, national, and internation-
al efforts to protect the environment for future generations. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of the nations, you desire peace and plenty for all people. Defend those who 
challenge oppression and expose corruption. Support advocates for human rights, 
social justice, and the welfare of children. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of good will, you restore what is broken. We pray for any experiencing es-

Now the Green Blade Rises 
 
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried 

grain, 
 wheat that in dark earth many days has 

lain; 
 love lives again, that with the dead has 

been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
2 In the grave they laid him, love by hatred 

slain, 
 thinking that he would never wake again; 
 laid in the earth like grain that sleeps un-

seen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen 

grain, 
 he that for three days in the grave had lain; 
 raised from the dead, my living Lord is 

seen; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in 

pain, 
 your touch can call us back to life again, 
 fields of our hearts that dead and bare 

have been; 
 love is come again like wheat arising green. 
 
Text: John MacLeod Campbell Crum, 1872-1958 
Text from Oxford Book of Carols © Oxford University Press 1928. 
All rights reserved 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



trangement, conflict, or abuse in families and intimate relationships. Protect and 
comfort all who are vulnerable, especially those living in institutions. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of every time and place, you are with us. Support ministries of prayer and 
presence in this congregation. Move us to reach out to any who are homebound, 
lonely, grieving, in treatment, or ill. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of promise, we give thanks for the saints whose faith inspires us, especially 
Patrick, missionary to Ireland, whom we commemorate today. Grant us faith to 
trust in your everlasting love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  



INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  666 

 
ELW 471 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

What Wondrous Love Is This 
 
1 What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this 
 that caused the Lord of bliss 
 to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 
 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 
2 When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down 
 beneath God's righteous frown, 
 Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

 
3 To God and to the Lamb  

I will sing, I will sing; 
 to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 
 to God and to the Lamb, 
 who is the great I AM, 
 while millions join the theme,  

I will sing, I will sing, 
 while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
4 And when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
 and when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing God's love for me, 
       and through eternity  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. 



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
As we depart your house Eternal God, your love is steadfast. 

A sure guardian, a rock of defense and comfort to all. 

Grant us courage to face the future and to share your message; 

Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
BLESSING 
Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 

and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
 
1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, 
 fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
 let us each, your love possessing, 
 triumph in redeeming grace. 
 Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, 
 trav'ling through this wilderness. 
 
2 Thanks we give and adoration 
 for your gospel's joyful sound. 
 May the fruits of your salvation 
 in our hearts and lives abound. 

 Ever faithful, ever faithful 
 to your truth may we be found. 
 
3 Savior, when your love shall call us 
 from our struggling pilgrim way, 
 let no fear of death appall us, 
 glad your summons to obey. 
 May we ever, may we ever 
 reign with you in endless day. 
 
Text: attr. John Fawcett, 1740-1817, sts. 1-2, alt.; Godfrey 
Thring, 1823-1903, st. 3, alt. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Geneice Linsey, 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Beverly Norager, 

Henry Moore, 

Janet Nichols, 

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

 

Family & friends:  

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Pete, brother of Jenny Wheeler, 

Sally Gieschen & family of Roger Gieschen, friends of 

St. Mark’s, 

Norma Heath and her family, Aunt of Don Anderson, 

Family of Mike Motta, husband of Sharon Motta, 

Kathy Isaacson, friend of Louise Easterberg, 

Milo, brother of Kevin Larson, 

Tami Beck, friend of Joni Benz, 

Steve Wells, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Family of Beverly Norager, 

Sheryl Thompson, family of Linda & Pete Cagle’s son, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


