St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
<3 Sunday, March 10, 2024
{499 &° Fourth Sunday in Lent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is
the promise God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live.
In today’s gospel Jesus says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so
that those who look to him in faith will live. When we receive the sign of the cross
in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can look to in faith for healing, for re-
stored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the New Hope Food Pantry, chosen by the 3rd & 4th grade class.

Upcoming Commemorations

Harriet Tubman, died 1913; Sojourner Truth, died 1883; renewers of society

Harriet Tubman, born into slavery, helped about 300 others to escape slavery until the institu-
tion was abolished. Sojourner Truth, whose birth name was Isabella, was freed after slavery
was abolished, and discerned a call to be a preacher. Taking the name Sojourner Truth, she
set out on an evangelistic journey, where people found her testimony to be deeply moving.



Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God,

who writes the law on our hearts,

who draws all people together through Jesus.
Amen.

Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin

in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
and cannot break free.

We hoard resources while our neighbors

are hungry and cold.

We speak in ways that silence others.

We are silent when we should speak up.

We keep score in our hearts.

We let hurts grow into hatred.

For all these things and for sins only you know,
forgive us, Lord.

Amen.

Here is a flood of grace:

Out of love for the whole world,

God draws near to us,

breaks every snare of sin,

washes away our wrongs,

and restores the promise of life through I Jesus Christ.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 848

Give to Our God Immortal Praise! Wonders of grace to God belong;
repeat his mercies in your song.
1 Give to our God immortal praise!

Mercy and truth are all his ways. 3 Give to the Lord of lords renown;
Wonders of grace to God belong; the King of kings with glory crown.
repeat his mercies in your song. His mercies ever shall endure

when lords and kings are known no more!
2 God sent his Son with pow'r to save
from guilt and darkness and the grave. Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Greeting pg. 203
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE  pg. 203

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God,

rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our
deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they
whine and grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exo-
dus. God punishes them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a
means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole.

“From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. “The people
spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt
to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this



miserable food.” “Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and

they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. "The people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the
LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. “And
the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and eve-
ryone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” °So Moses made a serpent of bronze,
and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would
look at the serpent of bronze and live.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
You deliver your people from their distress. (Ps. 107:19)

'Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good,
for God’s mercy endures forever.
’Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim
that God redeemed them from the hand of the foe,
“gathering them in from the lands;
from the east and from the west, from the north and from the south.
"’Some were fools and took rebellious paths;
through their sins they were afflicted.
"They loathed all manner of food
and drew near to death’s door.
“Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD
and you delivered them from their distress.
““You sent forth your word and healed them
and rescued them from the grave.
“’Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love
and your wonderful works for all people.
*’Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving
and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy.



Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace
in Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus
our good works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives.

"You were dead through the trespasses and sins “in which you once lived, follow-
ing the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit
that is now at work among those who are disobedient. “All of us once lived among
them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and
we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. ‘But God, who is rich in
mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us “even when we were dead
through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have
been saved—"and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasura-
ble riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. “For by grace you have
been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—
“not the result of works, so that no one may boast. '°For we are what he has
made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand
to be our way of life.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205b

Holy Gospel, according to John, the 3rd Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 3:14-21

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to
the scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked up-

on the bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold
Christ lifted up on the cross.

[Jesus said:] “*“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, ""that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
"“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
"“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but



in order that the world might be saved through
him. ““Those who believe in him are not con-
demned; but those who do not believe are con-
demned already, because they have not be-
lieved in the name of the only Son of God.
"And this is the judgment, that the light has
come into the world, and people loved dark-
ness rather than light because their deeds were
evil. “°For all who do evil hate the light and do
not come to the light, so that their deeds may
not be exposed. “'But those who do what is
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly
seen that their deeds have been done in God.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 660

Lift High the Cross
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,

Refrain as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro- Refrain
claim
till all the world adore his sacred name. 4 So shall our song of triumph ever be:

praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain

trod, Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt,

. . . . 1874-1956
our kmg victorious, Ch”St' the Son of God. Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Refrain All rights reserved. Used by permission.

o Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
2 All newborn servants of the Crucified license from copyright administrator.

bear on their brows the seal of him who
died. Refrain

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,



who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the
well-being of creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

Gracious God, your love unites. Give vision to the global church and foster cooper-
ation in mission. Increase inter-religious understanding and ecumenical dialog.
Make your church a sanctuary for all fleeing persecution, disaster, and war. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Creating God, your love enlivens. Restore balance to the earth’s fragile habitats.
Preserve wilderness lands, rainforests, and wildlife. Cleanse oceans and rivers.
Make us good stewards of the earth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Righteous God, your love liberates. We give thanks for those who courageously
witness to your liberating love especially Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth, re-
newers of society, whom we commemorate today. Free all people from the evils of
racism, religious strife, and hatred. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Merciful God, your love heals. Care tenderly for all whose loved ones perished
from pandemic disease in every nation. Strengthen health care workers, first re-



sponders, and caregivers. Relieve all who live with chronic illness and pain. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Incarnate God, your love enlightens. Open our hearts and minds to fresh under-
standings of our faith. Deepen our love for you and for one another. Teach us to
pray for our enemies. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Abiding God, your love saves. Those who died in the faith are made alive in Christ.
We give thanks for your promise that we also will be raised to newness of life.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 207

WORDS OF INSTITUTION



LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Bread for the journey.

A feast for hungry hearts. Come!
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 208
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 496

One Bread, One Body 2 Many the gifts, many the works,
one in the Lord of all. Refrain
Refrain
One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
one cup of blessing which we bless, gathered to one for all. Refrain
and we, though many throughout the
earth Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939
! . . Text © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE
We are one bOdy in this one Lord. Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used with per-
mission.

1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free’ . Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
woman or man, no more. Refraln license from copyright administrator.

ELW 759

My Faith Looks Up to Thee

1 My faith looks up to thee,
thou Lamb of Calvary,
Savior divine!

Now hear me while | pray,
take all my guilt away,

oh, let me from this day
be wholly thine!

2 May thy rich grace impart
strength to my fainting heart,
my zeal inspire;
as thou hast died for me,
oh, may my love to thee
pure, warm, and changeless be,
a living fire!

While life's dark maze | tread
and griefs around me spread,
be thou my guide;

bid darkness turn to day,
wipe sorrow's tears away,
nor let me ever stray

from thee aside.

When ends life's transient dream,
when death's cold, sullen stream
shall o'er me roll;

blest Savior, then, in love

fear and distrust remove;

oh, bear me safe above,

a ransomed soul!

Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Generous God,

at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace.
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread,

now make us one loaf to feed the world;

in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life.

Amen.

SENDING

As we depart your house Eternal God, your love is steadfast.

A sure guardian, a rock of defense and comfort to all.

Grant us courage to face the future and to share your message;
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

Beloved,

we are God’s own people,
holy, washed, renewed.

God bless you and keep you,
shower you with mercy,

fill you with courage,

and I give you peace.
Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 779, vs. 1-3

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound the hour | first believed!

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
that saved a wretch like me! | have already come;
| once was lost, but now am found; 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
was blind, but now | see. and grace will lead me home.

2 'Twas grace that ta ught my heart to fear Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5
4
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share your bread.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Geneice Linsey,
Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Beverly Norager,
Henry Moore,

Janet Nichols,
Barbara Strampe,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,
Phyllis Dettmer,

Family & friends:

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe,
Pete, brother of Jenny Wheeler,

Sally Gieschen & family of Roger Gieschen, friends of
St. Mark’s,

Norma Heath and her family, Aunt of Don Anderson,
Family of Mike Motta, husband of Sharon Motta,
Kathy Isaacson, friend of Louise Easterberg,

Milo, brother of Kevin Larson,

Tami Beck, friend of Joni Benz,

Steve Wells, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Family of Beverly Norager,

Sheryl Thompson, family of Linda & Pete Cagle’s son,
Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s
sister-in-law,

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle,

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer,

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens,

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,
Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,



