
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Sunday, February 25, 2024 

Second Sunday in Lent 

  

INTRODUCTION 

The second covenant in this year’s Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham 
and Sarah: God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with whom God 
will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says this promise comes to all who share 
Abraham’s faith in the God who brings life into being where there was no life. We 
receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. Sarah and Abraham re-
ceive new names as a sign of the covenant, and we too get new identities in bap-
tism, as we put on Christ. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The February Noisy Offering collection will go to  KidsTLC, chosen by our 3yr -2nd grade  class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, died 1921 
Born in Norway and trained there as a deaconess, Fedde was asked to come and minister to 
the poor and to seamen in New York City. She established the Deaconess House in Brooklyn 
as well as Deaconess Hospital in Minneapolis. 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 

and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 796, vs. 1 & 2 

 Greeting pg. 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   pg. 203 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God,  
by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death 
to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we 
may gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
CARILLON RINGERS  “Be Thou My Vision”  arranged by Anna Laura Page.    

 
 First Reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16  

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God 
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they 
have no child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s 
womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 
 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to 
him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will make my 

How Firm a Foundation 
 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the 

Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the 

Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has 

said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

 
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis-

mayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause 

you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent 

hand." 
 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 



covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ances-
tor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make 
nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will establish my covenant be-
tween me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for 
an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.” 
 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 
from her.” 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 22:23-31  
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord. (Ps. 22:27) 
 
 23You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the Lord, all you offspring of Israel. 
 24For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 
 the Lord’s face hidden from them; 
  but when they cry out, the Lord hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the Lord. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts live forever!  
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
  who rules over the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the 
 Lord. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the Lord, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 



 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The| Lord has acted!”    
 

 
Second Reading: Romans 4:13-25  
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right rela-
tionship with God not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abra-
ham and Sarah were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that God 
would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish. 
 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the 
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 
15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of 
us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the pres-
ence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into ex-
istence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that he 
would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So nu-
merous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he consid-
ered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hun-
dred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No dis-
trust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his 
faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteous-
ness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 
alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised 
Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses 
and was raised for our justification. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  

 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205b 

Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the 8th Chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38  

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for 
the first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet un-
derstand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on di-
vine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and 
said to them, “If any want to become my follow-
ers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. 35For those who want to 
save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them 
to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 
37Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, 
of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed 
when he comes in the glory of his Father with 
the holy angels.” 
 
 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen  
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 802 

 
APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 
 
1 Let us ever walk with Jesus, 
 follow his example pure, 
 through a world that would deceive us 
 and to sin our spirits lure. 
 Onward in his footsteps treading, 
 trav'lers here, our home above, 
 full of faith and hope and love, 
 let us do our Savior's bidding. 
 Faithful Lord, with me abide; 
 I shall follow where you guide. 
 
2 Let us suffer here with Jesus, 
 and with patience bear our cross. 
 Joy will follow all our sadness; 
 where he is there is no loss. 
 Though today we sow no laughter, 
 we shall reap celestial joy: 
 all discomforts that annoy 
 shall give way to mirth hereafter. 
 Jesus, here I share your woe; 
 help me there your joy to know. 
 
3 Let us gladly die with Jesus. 
 Since by death he conquered death, 

 he will free us from destruction, 
 give to us immortal breath. 
 Let us mortify all passion 
 that would lead us into sin; 
 and the grave that shuts us in 
 shall but prove the gate of heaven. 
 Jesus, here with you I die, 
 there to live with you on high. 
 
4 Let us also live with Jesus. 
 He has risen from the dead 
 that to life we may awaken. 
 Jesus, you are now our head, 
 we are your own living members; 
 where you live, there we shall be 
 in your presence constantly, 
 living there with you forever. 
 Jesus, let me faithful be; 
 life eternal grant to me. 
 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of 
Worship, alt. 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 

 



he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 
well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the gifts of the 
Spirit poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ guide the church. Give wis-
dom and discernment to our bishops, pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We turn to you for renewal. Save lives and ecosystems threatened by pollution 
and a changing climate. Cleanse the earth’s waters and restore the soil. Preserve 
rainforests, deserts, and wildlife, that generations to come may cherish your crea-
tion. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We turn to you for justice. Uphold the worth and dignity of every person, espe-
cially any who experience hatred and rejection because of gender, ability, sexual 
orientation, color, ethnicity, or religion. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We turn to you for healing. Send compassionate helpers to any who suffer be-
cause of war and violence. Shelter unhoused people, befriend those who are 
lonely, bring hope to any in despair, and console the bereaved (especially). Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
We turn to you for purpose. Remind us of your faithfulness to this congregation. 
Increase our trust in your guidance and keep us near the cross. Grant that our acts 
of service will express Christ’s sacrificial love. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
We turn to you for peace. We honor the saints who lived in service to others, es-
pecially Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess, whom we commemorate today. Inspire us by 
their example until you gather us into your kingdom. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 803 

ELW 608 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 
1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
 on which the prince of glory died, 
 my richest gain I count but loss 
 and pour contempt on all my pride. 
 
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
 save in the death of Christ, my God; 
 all the vain things that charm me most, 
 I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 
3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
 sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
 Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
 or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
 
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
 that were a present far too small; 
 love so amazing, so divine, 
 demands my soul, my life, my all. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
 
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watch-

ing, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 
Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is plead-
ing, 

 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his 

mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has prom-

ised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and 

pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 



in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
SENDING 
As we depart your house Eternal God, your love is steadfast. 
A sure guardian, a rock of defense and comfort to all. 
Grant us courage to face the future and to share your message; 
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
BLESSING 
Beloved, 
we are God’s own people, 
holy, washed, renewed. 
God bless you and keep you, 
shower you with mercy, 
fill you with courage, 

and ☩ give you peace. 
Amen. 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 813, vs. 1 & 2 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Faith of Our Fathers 
 
1 Faith of our fathers, living still 
 in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword. 
 Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy 
 whene'er we hear that glorious word. 
 Faith of our fathers, holy faith, 
 we will be true to you till death. 
 

2 Faith of our mothers, daring faith, 
 your work for Christ is love revealed, 
 spreading God's word from pole to pole, 
 making love known and freedom real. 
 Faith of our mothers, holy faith, 
 we will be true to you till death. 
 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, st. 1, alt.; Joseph R. Alfred, 
b. 1947, sts. 2-4 
Text sts. 2-4 © Joseph R. Alfred, admin. Augsburg Fortress.  



St. Mark’s members: 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Beverly Norager, 

Henry Moore, 

Janet Nichols, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

 

Family & friends:  

Evelyn, Aunt of Debbie VanKempen, 

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Pete, brother of Jenny Wheeler, 

Sally Gieschen & family of Roger Gieschen, friends of 

St. Mark’s, 

Norma Heath and her family, Aunt of Don Anderson, 

Family of Mike Motta, husband of Sharon Motta, 

Kathy Isaacson, friend of Louise Easterberg, 

Family of Francis Shumaker, cousin of Donna Frenzl, 

Milo, brother of Kevin Larson, 

Tami Beck, friend of Joni Benz, 

Steve Wells, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Family of Beverly Norager, 

Sheryl Thompson, family of Linda & Pete Cagle’s son, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


