
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 

Sunday, February 18, 2024 

First Sunday in Lent 

  

INTRODUCTION 

On Ash Wednesday the church began its journey toward baptismal immersion in 
the death and resurrection of Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to fo-
cus on five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to use them as 
lenses through which to view baptism. First Peter connects the way God saved 
Noah’s family in the flood with the way God saves us through the water of bap-
tism. The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the new life we are 
given in baptism is for the sake of the whole world. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The February Noisy Offering collection will go to  KidsTLC, chosen by our 3yr -2nd grade  class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Martin Luther, renewer of the church, died 1546 
Though he began his adult church life as a simple Augustinian monk, Luther challenged the 
abuses he saw in the church, and his work eventually led to the Protestant Reformation. Lu-
ther's accomplishments included liturgical reform, translation of the Bible, and creation of the 
Small and Large Catechisms. 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who writes the law on our hearts, 
who draws all people together through Jesus. 
Amen. 
Held in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 
in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy God, 
we confess that we are caught in snares of sin 
and cannot break free. 
We hoard resources while our neighbors 
are hungry and cold. 
We speak in ways that silence others. 
We are silent when we should speak up. 
We keep score in our hearts. 
We let hurts grow into hatred. 
For all these things and for sins only you know, 
forgive us, Lord. 
Amen. 
Here is a flood of grace: 
Out of love for the whole world, 
God draws near to us, 
breaks every snare of sin, 
washes away our wrongs, 

and restores the promise of life through ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 618 

 Greeting pg. 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   pg. 203 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, heavenly Father,  
in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temp-
tation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May 
your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Genesis 9:8-17  

Today’s reading is the conclusion to the flood story. Because of human sin, God de-
stroys the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. 
Yet divine destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation, 
God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures. 
 

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 
 
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 
 pilgrim through this barren land. 
 I am weak, but you are mighty; 
 hold me with your pow'rful hand. 
 Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
 feed me now and evermore, 
 feed me now and evermore. 
 
2 Open now the crystal fountain 
 where the healing waters flow; 
 let the fire and cloudy pillar 
 lead me all my journey through. 

 Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 
 shield me with your mighty arm, 
 shield me with your mighty arm. 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
 bid my anxious fears subside; 
 death of death and hell's destruction, 
 land me safe on Canaan's side. 
 Songs and praises, songs and praises, 
 I will raise forevermore, 
 I will raise forevermore. 
 
Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Pe-
ter Williams, 1722-1796, alt. 



8God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my cov-
enant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature 
that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth 
with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that 
never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall 
there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the cove-
nant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, 
for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign 
of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth 
and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between 
me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again 
become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it 
and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature 
of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the cove-
nant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.” 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10  
Your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness. (Ps. 25:10) 
 
 1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good
 ness, O Lord. 



 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 

  therefore you teach sinners in your way.  
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22  
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts 
through baptism to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks 
our new life in Christ. 
 
18Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in or-
der to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit, 19in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 
20who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of No-
ah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
saved through water. 21And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as 
a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the 
right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205b 

Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the 1st Chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 1:9-15  

The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by 
Satan so that he might proclaim the good news of God’s 
reign. 
9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn 
apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And 
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; 
with you I am well pleased.” 



 
 12And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the 
angels waited on him. 
 
 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen  
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  613 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

Thy Holy Wings 
 
1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 
 spread gently over me, 
 and let me rest securely 
 through good and ill in thee. 
 Oh, be my strength and portion, 
 my rock and hiding place, 
 and let my ev'ry moment 
 be lived within thy grace. 
 
2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 
 within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort 
 and peace within thy nest. 
 Oh, close thy wings around me 
 and keep me safely there, 

 for I am but a newborn 
 and need thy tender care. 
 
3 Oh, wash me in the waters 
 of Noah's cleansing flood. 
 Give me a willing spirit, 
 a heart both clean and good. 
 Oh, take into thy keeping 
 thy children great and small, 
 and while we sweetly slumber, 
 enfold us one and all. 
 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia Grindal, 
b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite 
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., agent. 
www.selahpub.com 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  

Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the 
well-being of creation, and a world in need. 
A brief silence. 
God our truth, the ark of your church has room for many expressions of faith. We 
give thanks for voices that challenge and awaken your people especially that of 
Martin Luther, renewer of the church, whom we commemorate today. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our maker, you remember your covenant with the earth and its inhabitants. 
Rescue communities and creatures hurting from natural disasters. Preserve spe-
cies and habitats endangered by human carelessness and disregard. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our light, you know our weakness. Free all who govern from the temptations 
of power. Sustain all who work for human rights in every nation). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our help, you care for your beloved children. Comfort all who are grieving, ill, 
afraid, in pain, or in despair. Feed hungry people living in food deserts. Protect any 
at risk from exploitation and abuse. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our home, you gather your people. Grant us health and safety as we assem-
ble. Keep us mindful of any who are homebound, hospitalized, convalescing, or 



traveling (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God our hope, you promise eternal life to your beloved children. We remember 
with gratitude those who have lived and died in faith. Grant that we may also 
dwell with you in everlasting peace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Bread for the journey. 
A feast for hungry hearts. Come! 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  599 

ELW 491 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 and purge away my sin; 
 from selfish passions set me free 
 and make me pure within. 
 
2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 by anxious thoughts oppressed; 
 let me your loving servant be 
 and taste your promised rest. 
 

3 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 nor let me go astray; 
 through darkness and perplexity 
 point out your chosen way. 
 
4 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
 that, when the flood is past, 
 I may the eternal brightness see 
 and share your joy at last. 
 
Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-
1896, alt. 

Come, Let Us Eat 
 
[The words in parentheses may be sung by a 

leader or by all.] 
 
1 (Come, let us eat, for now the feast is 

spread,) 
 come, let us eat, for now the feast is 

spread. 
 (Our Lord's body let us take together,) 
 our Lord's body let us take together. 
 
2 (Come, let us drink, for now the wine is 

poured,) 
 come, let us drink, for now the wine is 

poured. 
 (Jesus' blood poured let us drink together,) 
 Jesus' blood poured let us drink together. 
 

3 (In Jesus' presence now we meet and rest,) 
 in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest. 
 (In the presence of our Lord we gather,) 
 in the presence of our Lord we gather. 
 
4 (Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty 

word,) 
 rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty 

word. 
 (Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,) 
 Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom. 
 
Text: Billema Kwillia, b. c. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b. 
1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt. 
Text sts. 1-3 © Lutheran World Federation. Text st. 4 © 1972 
Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy Commun-
ion, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Generous God, 
at this table we have tasted your immeasurable grace. 
As grains of wheat are gathered into one bread, 
now make us one loaf to feed the world; 
in the name of Jesus, the Bread of life. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
As we depart your house Eternal God, your love is steadfast. 
A sure guardian, a rock of defense and comfort to all. 
Grant us courage to face the future and to share your message; 
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 504, vs. 1 & 2 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share your bread. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  
 
1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 
 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 

 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Pete Cagle, 

Linda Cagle, 

Beverly Norager, 

Henry Moore, 

Janet Nichols, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

 

Family & friends:  

Doug & Kathy Thee, cousins of Barbara Strampe, 

Pete, brother of Jenny Wheeler, 

Sally Gieschen & family of Roger Gieschen, friends of 

St. Mark’s, 

Norma Heath and her family, Aunt of Don Anderson, 

Family of Mike Motta, husband of Sharon Motta, 

Kathy Isaacson, friend of Louise Easterberg, 

Family of Francis Shumaker, cousin of Donna Frenzl, 

Milo, brother of Kevin Larson, 

Tami Beck, friend of Joni Benz, 

Steve Wells, friend of Mark Schmideskamp, 

Family of Beverly Norager, 

Sheryl Thompson, family of Linda & Pete Cagle’s son, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


