St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, January 28, 2024
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak
for God; in Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the
church these are ways of pointing to the unique authority people sensed in Jesus’
actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around which we
gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over
us, freeing us to follow Jesus.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The January Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch program, chosen by Parish Ed.

Upcoming Commemorations

Thomas Aquinas, teacher, died 1274

One of the most brilliant and creative theologians in the church's history, Aquinas worked to
bring together scripture and the philosophy of Aristotle. A member of the Order of Preachers
(Dominicans), Aquinas was also a hymnwriter.



Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

creator of darkness and light,

word of truth,

wind sweeping over the waters.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God, our rock and refuge,

we pour out our hearts before you.

We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another

and sinned against you.

We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit
dwelling in each of us.

Remember your covenant.

Renew your creation.

Restore us,

that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.

God has spoken:

The time of grace is now.

In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.

By the authority of I Jesus Christ,

your sins are forgiven.

You are God’s beloved.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 825, vs. 1 & 2

You Servants of God 2 Ascended on high, almighty to save,

yet still he is nigh, his presence we have.
The great congregation his triumph shall
sing,

ascribing salvation to Jesus, our king!

1 You servants of God, your Master pro-
claim,
and publish abroad his wonderful name;
the name, all-victorious, of Jesus extol;

. . . . Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
his kingdom is glorious and rules over all!

Greeting pg. 98
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE pg. 98
HYMN OF PRAISE pg. 101

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Compassionate God,

you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually reveal
your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to
us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

CARILLON RINGERS “Were You There on That Christmas Night?” Arranged by Natalie Sleeth

First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the
law for the Israelite community as the people wait to enter the promised land.
Here Moses assures the people that God will continue to guide them through
prophets who will proclaim the divine word.

[Moses said:] "The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among your own people; you shall heed such a prophet. ‘°This is what you re-
guested of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you



said: “If | hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever again see this
great fire, | will die.” "'Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they
have said. "I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own peo-
ple; | will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them
everything that | command. ""Anyone who does not heed the words that the
prophet shall speak in my name, | myself will hold accountable. *°But any prophet
who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a
word that | have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 111
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. (Ps. 111:10)

"Hallelujah! | will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
‘Great are your works, O LORD,
pondered by all who delight in them.
*Majesty and splendor mark your deeds,
and your righteousness endures forever.
“You cause your wonders to be remembered;
you are gracious and full of compassion.
“You give food to those who fear you,
remembering forever your covenant.
“You have shown your people the power of your works
in giving them the lands of the nations.
"The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice;
all of your precepts are sure.
“They stand fast forever and ever,
because they are done in truth and equity.
“You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;
holy and awesome is your name.
'“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who practice this have a good understanding. God’s praise endures for
ever.



Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in
Christ as license to engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging exam-
ple to other, impressionable believers. Christians have a responsibility to each oth-
er that their behavior does not cause another to sin.

"Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess
knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. “Anyone who claims to know
something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; “but anyone who loves
God is known by him.

“Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the
world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” °Indeed, even though
there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods
and many lords—°‘yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all
things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.

"It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become
so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food
offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. ““Food will not
bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if
we do. “But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stum-
bling block to the weak. "’For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in
the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encour-
aged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? "'So by your knowledge those
weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. '’But when you thus sin
against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you
sin against Christ. “Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, | will never eat
meat, so that | may not cause one of them to fall.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 102

Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the 1st Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28



Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they rec-
ognize Jesus and know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these
forces to leave and people are amazed at his authority.

“'[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he
entered the synagogue and taught.”’They were astounded at his teaching, for he
taught them as one having authority, and not as the
scribes. “’Just then there was in their synagogue a man
with an unclean spirit, ““and he cried out, “What have you
to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to de-
stroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.” “’But
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of
him!” “°And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying
with a loud voice, came out of him. ’They were all
amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and
they obey him.” “*At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding
region of Galilee.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 665

Rise, Shine, You People! your songs and prayers against the darkness
hurling.
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has To all the world go out and tell the story
entered of Jesus' glory.

our human story; God in him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surround- 4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save us.

ed, Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave
with grace unbounded. us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation
2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; God's new creation.
he brings us freedom, light and life and heal-
ing. Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
All men and women, who by guilt are driv- Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg
en, Fortress.
now are forgiven. Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or

valid license from copyright administrator.
3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurl-

ing,



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on
the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Loving God, we pray that your example of teaching with confidence and authority
builds up your church in love. May all church leaders and teachers honor your in-
struction and model your inclusive ways. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Renewing God, we pray for all of creation, that waterways flow clean and clear,
natural spaces are protected, and our planet is healed. Let us commit to
thoughtful care of the earth. God of grace,

receive our prayer.

Justice-seeking God, we pray for those in government and community leadership,
that they lead with honor and mindfulness. May they remember their covenants
and be upright in their ways. God of grace,

receive our prayer.



Compassionate God, we pray for all in need, especially those who have known re-
jection, any who struggle with long-term illness or chronic pain, those without ac-
cess to safe housing or health care, and any who suffer (especially). God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Still-speaking God, we pray for our congregation, for its artists and musicians, for
its educators and caregivers, that all gifts are used to care for those in need and to
live out your example of accompaniment, gospel witness, and love. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Eternal God, we remember all who have been teachers, mentors, and companions
in the church and in our lives especially Thomas Aquinas whom we commemorate
today. We trust that all who have died rest in your loving care. God of grace,
receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 108



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus’s table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 112

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 612

Healer of Our Every llI 3 Give us strength to love each other,
ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother;
Refrain Spirit of all kindness, be our guide. Refrain
Healer of our ev'ryill,
light of each tomorrow, 4 You who know each thought and feeling,
give us peace beyond our fear, teach us all your way of healing;
and hope beyond our sorrow. Spirit of compassion, fill each heart. Re-
frain

1 You who know our fears and sadness,
grace us with your peace and gladness; Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

. . . . Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave.,
Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts. Refram Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All

rights reserved. Used by permission.

2 Inthe pain and joy beholding
how your grace is still unfolding Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
7

. . . . valid license from copyright administrator.
give us all your vision, God of love. Refrain pyre

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Giver of every gift,

Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power

for the benefit of all and to your glory,

now and forever.

Amen.



SENDING

As we depart your house Eternal God, your love is steadfast.
A sure guardian, a rock of defense and comfort to all.

Grant us courage to face the future and to share your message;
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

God who names you,

Christ who claims you,

and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,

-+ bless you and remain with you always.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 434,vs. 1 & 2

Jesus Shall Reign 2 To him shall endless prayer be made,
and praises throng to crown his head;
1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun his name like sweet perfume shall rise
does its successive journeys run; with ev'ry morning sacrifice.
his kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
till moons shall wax and wane no more. Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. You are God’s beloved.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Pete Cagle,

Linda Cagle,

Beverly Norager,
Henry Moore,

Janet Nichols,

Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Barbara Strampe,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Phyllis Dettmer,

Family & friends:

Sally Gieschen & family of Roger Gieschen, friends of
St. Mark’s,

Norma Heath and her family, Aunt of Don Anderson,
Family of Mike Motta, husband of Sharon Motta,
Kathy Isaacson, friend of Louise Easterberg,

Family of Francis Shumaker, cousin of Donna Frenzl,
Milo, brother of Kevin Larson,

Tami Beck, friend of Joni Benz,

Steve Wells, friend of Mark Schmideskamp,

Family of Beverly Norager,

Sheryl Thompson, family of Linda & Pete Cagle’s son,
Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,
Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s
sister-in-law,

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Timothy Anderson, son of Don & Janet Anderson,
Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle,

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer,

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens,

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,
Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,



