
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 3, 2023 

First Sunday of Advent 

  

INTRODUCTION 

Stir up your power, and come! The psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become fa-
miliar to us in the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens open. Both 
cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to show up, to save, to restore. When 
we hear Jesus describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling from 
heaven, it can sound dire and horrible, not like anything we would ever hope for. 
But when we really look at the suffering of people God loves, we can share the 
hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 
 

 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The December Noisy Offering collection will go to Project 10- 20 for the homeless, chosen by our 5th/6th 
grade class. 
The flowers today are from Mary Mindrup, in celebration of all December Birthdays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Francis Xavier, missionary to Asia, died 1552 
A native of the Basque region of Spain, Xavier became a missionary to India, Southeast Asia, 
Japan, and the Philippines. He also helped to found the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 



First Sunday of Advent 

Use this blessing when lighting the first candle. 

Praise to you, O God, our salvation who is near. 

You hold us in our waiting and keep us awake to the world. 

You show up in our lives at unexpected times. 

Bless us as we light this candle to keep vigil for your arrival. 

We trust that even though we do not know the day or the hour, 

you hurry to gather all people to your peace. 

Amen. 

ADVENT WREATH HYMN ELW 257, vs. 1  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 
Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 

Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 259, vs. 1 & 2 

Fling Wide the Door 
 
1 Fling wide the door, unbar the gate; 
 the King of glory comes in state; 
 the Lord of lords and King of kings, 
 the Savior of the world who brings 
 his great salvation to the earth. 
 So raise a shout of holy mirth 
 and praise our God and Lord, 
 Creator, Spirit, Word. 
 
2 He is the rock of our belief, 
 the heart of mercy's gentle self. 
 His kingly crown is holiness; 

 his scepter is his loveliness; 
 he brings our sorrows to an end. 
 Now gladly praise our king and friend, 
 and worship him with song 
 for saving us from wrong. 
 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Gracia Grindal, b. 
1943 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augs-
burg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permis-
sion or valid license from copyright administrator. 

 
 



 
 
 Greeting page 98 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 98 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up your power,  
Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to the threaten-
ing dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9  
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions 
of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40–55, 
have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and famine. 
This lament calls God to account—to be the God who has brought deliverance in 
the past. 
 
 1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
 2as when fire kindles brushwood 
  and the fire causes water to boil— 
 to make your name known to your adversaries, 
  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
 4From ages past no one has heard, 
  no ear has perceived, 
 no eye has seen any God besides you, 
  who works for those who wait for him. 
 5You meet those who gladly do right, 
  those who remember you in your ways. 
 But you were angry, and we sinned; 
  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 



 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 
  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
 We all fade like a leaf, 
  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
 7There is no one who calls on your name, 
  or attempts to take hold of you; 
 for you have hidden your face from us, 
  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
 8Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
  we are all the work of your hand. 
 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
  and do not remember iniquity forever. 
  Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7) 
 
 1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 7Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself.  



 18And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the 
Lord has already enriched them through spiritual gifts and will continue to 
strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 
 

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 
speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 102 

Holy Gospel, according to Mark, the 13th Chapter. 

Glory to You, O Lord. 

Gospel: Mark 13:24-37  

Jesus encourages his followers to look forward to the day when he returns in pow-

er and glory to end all suffering. 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering,  
 the sun will be darkened, 
  and the moon will not give its light, 
 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 



 28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its 
branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 
gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and earth 
will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the 
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Be-
ware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep 
awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen  
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen  
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW  244 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 

3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
 
Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. 
Findlater, 1823-1907 



APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession  
With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all 
who await God’s day of restoration. 
A brief silence. 
Call your church into holy fellowship as we await the restoration of all things. 
Reenergize your faithful people to live with hope and compassion, especially 
those who serve as missionaries near and far. Center us on your promise to come 
among us and make all things new. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
All creation signals your presence, O God: the vastness of the cosmos, the turn of 
the seasons, and living things that both rest and flourish. Rekindle our commit-
ment to care for the earth. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Let the nations tremble at your holy presence, that justice and liberation prevail in 
all corners of the earth. Restore peace to nations in conflict, teach righteousness 
to corrupt leaders and systems, and bring stability to areas facing uncertain fu-



tures. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Enrich the spirits of all who feel hopeless, fearful, or despairing. Stay close to 
those who await healing or relief (especially). Deliver all in any need. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Be with those who keep awake at night: nurses working overnight shifts, caregiv-
ers of newborns and aging adults, stargazers, those who are anxious, or those 
who are traveling. Reveal to all that the dark can be a place of calm and comfort 
filled with your presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You have sent out your angels and gathered your faithful people from every time 
and place, calling them into one fellowship of saints. Bless the witness of those 
who dwell in your eternal presence, especially Francis Xavier, whom we commem-
orate today. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great 
and everlasting mercy. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 



we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
Holy, Holy pg. 108 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here. 
Come, eat and drink. 
 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 112 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  487 

 

What Feast of Love 
 
1 What feast of love is offered here, 
 what banquet come from heaven? 
 What food of everlasting life, 
 what gracious gift is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the bread come down from heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! 
 How sweet the manna given! 
 
2 What light of truth is offered here, 
 what covenant from heaven? 
 What hope of everlasting life, 
 what wondrous word is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the sun come down from heaven. 
 Oh, see and hear and sing! 
 The Word of God is given! 
 

3 What wine of love is offered here, 
 what crimson drink from heaven? 
 What stream of everlasting life, 
 what precious blood is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the sweetest wine of heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! 
 The Son of God is given! 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP 
Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All 
rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permis-
sion or valid license from copyright administrator. 



ELW 489 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Gracious and abundant God, 
you have done great things for us, and we rejoice. 
In this bread and cup you give us life forever. 
In your boundless mercy, strengthen us 
and open our hearts to the world’s needs, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Amen. 
SENDING 
As we depart your house Eternal God, your love is steadfast. 
A sure guardian, a rock of defense and comfort to all. 
Grant us courage to face the future and to share your message; 
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
 
1 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, 
 leave the gloomy haunts of sadness, 
 come into the daylight's splendor, 
 there with joy your praises render. 
 Bless the one whose grace unbounded 
 this amazing banquet founded; 
 Christ, though heavenly, high, and holy, 
 deigns to dwell with you most lowly. 
 
Refrain 
 Be thankful! 
 Soul, adorn yourself with gladness, and re-

joice! 
 Bless the one whose grace unbounded is 

our joy. 
 
2 Now in faith I humbly ponder 
 over this surpassing wonder 
 that the bread of life is boundless 

 though the souls it feeds are countless; 
 with the choicest wine of heaven 
 Christ's own blood to us is given. 
 Oh, most glorious consolation, 
 pledge and seal of my salvation.  Refrain 
 
3 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
 truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
 peace beyond all understanding, 
 joy into all life expanding: 
 humbly now, I bow before you, 
 love incarnate, I adore you; 
 worthily let me receive you, 
 and, so favored, never leave you.  Refrain 
 
Text: Johann Franck, 1618-1677, stanzas; Esther 
Bertieaux, b. 1944, refrain; tr. composite 
Spanish stanza text © 1964 Publicaciones "El Escu-
do," admin. Augsburg Fortress. English stanza text © 
1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. Refrain text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.  



BLESSING 
The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, 
the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 
Amen. 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 439 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



St. Mark’s members: 

Henry Moore, 

Janet Nichols, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

 

Family & friends:  

Family of Curt Ysbrand, nephew of Jim & Mary Weeg, 

Sheryl Thompson, family of Linda & Pete Cagle’s son, 

Doris Holger, Aunt of Linda Cagle, 

Scott Miller, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Family of Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Sydney, daughter of Tom & Nancy Bryer, 

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Deb & family, sister of Nancy Bryer, 

Timothy Anderson, son of Don & Janet Anderson, 

Family of Hazel Hendrix, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,  

Family of Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


