St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, November 12, 2023
24th Sunday after Pentecost

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the par-
able of the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time
and place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the
feast of victory—the marriage feast of the lamb.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The November Noisy Offering collection will go to the Great Plains SPCA, chosen by the 3rd and 4th grade

class.

The flowers today are from Pastor Kris, in memory of Pastor Fred Schmidkt.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, '+ one God,

in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved.

Amen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy One,

we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.

We forget the least of our siblings.

We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin

that divides your beloved community.

Open our hearts to your coming,

open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation.
Amen.

Beloved, we are God'’s children,

and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through I Jesus you are forgiven,

by Jesus you are welcome,

in Jesus you are called to rejoice!

Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world.

Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 632
O God, Our Help in Ages Past

1 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast,
and our eternal home:

2 Under the shadow of your throne
your saints have dwelt secure;
sufficient is your arm alone,
and our defense is sure.

3 Before the hills in order stood
or earth received its frame,
from everlasting you are God,
to endless years the same.

4 A thousand ages in your sight
are like an evening gone,
short as the watch that ends the night
before the rising sun.

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
bears all our years away;
they fly forgotten, as a dream
dies at the op'ning day.

6 O God, our help in ages past,
our hope for years to come,
still be our guard while troubles last
and our eternal home.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.

Greeting page 147

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147

HYMN OF PRAISE page 149
PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God of justice and love,

you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light

we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord.
Amen.

First Reading: Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of
great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light.
He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and right-
eousness in the community.
"*Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?



It is darkness, not light;
“as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
““Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

| hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
“’Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
| will not look upon.
“*Take away from me the noise of your songs;
| will not listen to the melody of your harps.
““But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 70
You are my helper and my deliverer; O Lord, do not tarry. (Ps. 70:5)

'Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LorD, make haste to help me.
’Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune draw back and be disgraced.
’Let those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.
“Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;
let those who love your salvation say forever, “Great is the LORD!”
“But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.



Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from
the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with
the word of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting
life with Christ.

“We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. ““For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. "For this we declare to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no
means precede those who have died. ‘°For the Lord himself, with a cry of com-
mand, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend
from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. '’Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in
the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. ‘“Therefore encourage one anoth-
er with these words.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151

Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 25th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for read-
iness at all times.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] "“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. “Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. "When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them: “but the wise took flasks of oil
with their lamps. "As the bridegroom was de-
layed, all of them became drowsy and slept.
°But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here
is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
"Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed
their lamps. *The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give
us some of your oil, for our lamps are going




out.” “But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you
had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” "’And while they went
to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into
the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. ‘'Later the other bridesmaids came
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” "’But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not
know you.” ““Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

A Blessing for Veterans

For everything there is a season.

A time for war and a time for peace.

A time for every activity under heaven.

For a season of life you gave up freedom to become a servant.
For a season of life you put the lives of others before your own.
For a season of life you sacrificed for the sake of others.

Your season of military service is complete,

yet your life in Christ knows no end.

In baptism Christ claimed you as his own

and grafted you into his servant body.

The burdens you carried in military service,

and those you carry now,

are not far from Christ but are taken by our Savior to the cross.
They are swallowed up in his death,

and you are raised with Christ to resurrection life.

We give thanks to God for your season of service

and for your life in Christ among us today.

May the One who gave you the will

to deny yourself, sacrifice, and serve,

bless you with faith, hope, and love all your days,

in the name of the Father, the -+ Son,

and the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Blessing of the Quilts

P: Gracious God, as we place our hands on these Quilts, we join giver and receiver, recognizing the
unity of all your people in the body of Christ.

C: We celebrate being the children of God.

P: We give thanks for the variety of gifts that compose these Quilts: donations of fabric, thread and
sewing machines, the faithful people who cut the squares, design the patterns, sew the tops, iron
the fabric, make backs and fillers, tie and stitch the bindings.

C: We celebrate generosity.

P: We give thanks for the fellowship of all who work together to make the Quilts, the laughter, the
shared stories, the joy of crafting something with one’s hands and heart for another and the time to
reflect and wonder about the recipient.

C: We celebrate community.

P: We send these Quilts as a sign of God’s love and blessing for each person who receives one, frust-
ing that their Quilt will be a source of comfort and hope in the midst of disaster and fear, a symbol of
Christ’s love to those who suffer, a reminder that each recipient is a beloved child of God.

We pray that these Quilts will serve a useful purpose in the life of the recipient; that they will bring
warmth in the cold, shelter from the sun and heat, a wall for a home, or a carrier for a few precious
belongings. May it be a step in recovering one’s life and a message of care from someone they
may never meet.

C: We celebrate hope in the midst of life’s trials.

P: We remember those who have received our Quilts in the past and pray that their lives have re-
turned to stability.

C: We celebrate the gift of life. Amen.



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 436

Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Lord Jesus, God's own Son.
Sing hosanna!

1 Wake, awake, for night is flying, Oh, hear the calll Come one, come all,
the watchmen on the heights are crying; and follow to the banquet hall.
awake, Jerusalem, at last.

Midnight hears the welcome voices, 3 Glorial Let heav'n adore you!
and at the thrilling cry rejoices: Let saints and angels sing before you,
"Come forth, you maidens! Night is past. with harp and cymbal's clearest tone.
The bridegroom comes! Awake; Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming,
your lamps with gladness take!" lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming,
Alleluia! with angel choirs around your throne.
Rise and prepare the feast to share; No eye has caught the light,
go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. no ear the thund'ring might

of such glory.

2 Zion hears the watchmen singing, There we will go: what joy we'll know!
and all her heart with joy is springing. There sweet delight will ever flow.

She wakes, she rises from her gloom.
Her dear friend comes down, all glorious,  Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. composite
the strong in grace, in truth victorious: Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress.

her star is ris'n; her light is come.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permis-
Now come, O Blessed One, P y P P

sion or valid license from copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation



he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the
world, and all who are in need.

A brief silence.

O God for whom we wait, come quickly to your people, bring your salvation, and
center us in hope found only in you. Deepen our faith through meaningful wor-
ship and send us out with your justice and truth. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we watch, we glimpse your power in rushing water and your
beauty in the darkening night. Restore this creation, and provide clean water to all
people and animals. Save us from foolish, wasteful living. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we long, let justice roll down like waters on all nations. Bless citi-



zens with wise leaders; save your children from war. We pray for the veterans of
this community, that they are supported and loved. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God, in whom we hope, we pray for all who are in need. Provide for those who
experience homelessness or hunger, support the under- or unemployed, and com-
fort any who are suffering this day (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God for whom we listen, inspire the music ministry of our congregation. Fill our
worship with songs to proclaim your greatness. Help us to sing and dance with joy
and tell boldly of your salvation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

O God, in whom we remain, we remember our loved ones who have died and
now live in you (especially). Bring comfort and the assurance of new life to all who
grieve. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy;
through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.



Holy, Holy pg. 153
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

There is a place for you at the banquet.

Come and feast at Jesus’ table.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 154

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 712

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

1 Lord, whose love in humble service
bore the weight of human need,
who upon the cross, forsaken,
worked your mercy's perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship
not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose
ev'ry gift which you impart.

2 Still your children wander homeless;
still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom;
still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion
healed the sick and freed the soul,

3 As we worship, grant us vision,

till your love's revealing light

in its height and depth and greatness
dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens
your compassion bids us bear,

stirring us to ardent service,

your abundant life to share.

Called by worship to your service,

forth in your dear name we go,

to the child, the youth, the aged,

love in living deeds to show;

hope and health, good will and comfort,
counsel, aid and peace we give,

that your servants, Lord, in freedom
may your mercy know and live.

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984

Text © 1961 Oxford University Press.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.

by your Spirit send your power
to our world to make it whole.



ELW 793

Be Thou My Vision pow'r.

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 3 Riches | heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
naught be all else to me, save that thou thou mine inheritance, now and always:
art: thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
thou my best thought both by day and by great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.
night,

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may | reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
2 Bethou my wisdom, and thou my true Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

word; still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

| ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.

Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high  text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.;
tow'r, tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Lord Jesus,

in this simple meal you have set a banquet.

Sustain us on the journey,

strengthen us to care for the least of your beloved children,
and give us glad and generous hearts

as we meet you on the way.

Amen.

SENDING
As we depart your house Eternal God, your love is steadfast.

A sure guardian, a rock of defense and comfort to all.

Grant us courage to face the future and to share your message;
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



BLESSING

May the God of all creation,

in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,

give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,

Sovereign, T Savior, and Spirit,

be with you today and always.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 638

Blessed Assurance

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain

Perfect submission, all is at rest;

| in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
Refrain

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

DISMISSAL
Beloved of God,

go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Jim Weeg,

Jaynelle Griffitt,

Janet Nichols,

Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Barbara Strampe,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,
Phyllis Dettmer,

Family & friends:

Sydney, daughter of Tom & Nancy Bryer,

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Deb & family, sister of Nancy Bryer,

Timothy Anderson, son of Don & Janet Anderson,
Family of Hazel Hendrix, friend of St. Mark’s,
Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,
Family of Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen,

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle,

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer,
Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens,

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,



