St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, October 29, 2023
Reformation Sunday
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INTRODUCTION

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be re-
formed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We cele-
brate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do
this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we
pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The October Noisy Offering collection will go to Wreaths Across America, chosen by Parish Ed.
The flowers today are from Joni Benz, in celebration of Steve Benz’s birthday. Happy Birthday, Steve!




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be God,

the one who forms us,

+ Jesus who bears the cross,

the Spirit who makes our joy complete.

Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility,

confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In +F Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 654, vs.1 &5

The Church's One Foundation 5 Yet she on earth has union

with God, the Three in One,

1 The church's one foundation and mystic sweet communion
is Jesus Christ, her Lord; with those whose rest is won.
she is his new creation Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!
by water and the word. Lord, save us by your grace,
From heav'n he came and sought her that we, like saints before us,
to be his holy bride; may see you face to face.

with his own blood he bought her,

) . Text: S 1 J. Stone, 1839-1900
and for her life he died. ext Samue one

Greeting page 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147

HYMN OF PRAISE page 149

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God,

gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every
age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will ex-
pect the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend
the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible on-
ly because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a
God who forgets.

*'The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. *It will not be like the covenant
that | made with their ancestors when | took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though | was their husband,



says the LORD. “’But this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people. **No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for | will for-
give their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 46
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7)

'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
“Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
“though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
°God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
“The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
“Come now, regard the works of the LORD,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
“behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire.
'%«Be still, then, and know that | am God;
| will be exalted among the nations; | will be exalted in the earth.”
“"The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.



Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Refor-
mation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works
of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine
activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from
sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

"“Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held ac-
countable to God. “’For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin.

“'But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, “’the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, “*since all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God; ““they are now justified by his grace as a gift,
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, “’whom God put forward as a sacri-
fice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins pre-
viously committed; “°it was to prove at the present time that he himself is right-
eous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

*’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. ’For we hold that a person is justified by faith
apart from works prescribed by the law.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151

Holy Gospel, according to John, the 8th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word.
He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. T

*Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue
in my word, you are truly my disciples; *’and you will know the
truth, and the truth will make you free.” **They answered him,
“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to




anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

**Jesus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. *The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the
son has a place there forever. *°So if the Son makes you free, you will be free in-
deed.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON PUPPETEERS Mmartin Luther: A man who changed the world. Adapted

from the original story written by Paul Maier

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 504

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God we tremble not, unmoved we stand;
they cannot overpow'r us.
1 A mighty fortress is our God, Let this world's tyrant rage;

a sword and shield victorious;

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod
and wins salvation glorious.

The old satanic foe

has sworn to work us woe!

With craft and dreadful might

he arms himself to fight.

On earth he has no equal.

No strength of ours can match his might!
We would be lost, rejected.

But now a champion comes to fight,
whom God himself elected.

You ask who this may be?

The Lord of hosts is he!

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,

God's only Son, adored.

He holds the field victorious.

Though hordes of devils fill the land
all threat'ning to devour us,

in battle we'll engage!

His might is doomed to fail;
God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4 God's Word forever shall abide,
no thanks to foes, who fear it;
for God himself fights by our side
with weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house,
goods, honor, child, or spouse,
though life be wrenched away,
they cannot win the day.

The kingdom's ours forever!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Wor-
ship

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg
Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.



Prayers of Intercession

Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the
church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God our parent, you call us your children and have made us siblings through your
son Jesus. Heal the church’s many divisions, bring understanding and peace where
there has been contention and strife, and unite us in one body through the love of
Christ. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our creator, your hands have made the heights of the mountains, the depths
of the sea, and the life that animates all creation. Bring relief to areas harmed by
wildfires, floods, storms, and human carelessness (especially). Renew the face of
the earth. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our ruler, the nations rage and the kingdoms shake, but your word stands fast
forever. Let your justice and peace roll down like waters wherever there is strife,
injustice, war, or religious conflict (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our champion, you are our refuge and strength, a very present help in times
of trouble. Draw near to all who suffer (especially). Be their rest and comfort. God
of grace,

hear our prayer.

God our reformer, you make all things new. Free us from complacency, open us to
unexpected ways, and kindle zeal in us for the future. We pray for young people
affirming their baptism. With them, stir in us a desire for your wisdom. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

God our savior, you made yourself known in the lives of all who have died in the
hope of your grace. We give thanks for the witness of reformers like Martin Luther
and for all whose example has brought us closer to you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.



The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 153

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 462

Now We Join in Celebration

1

Now we join in celebration

at our Savior's invitation,

dressed no more in spirit somber,
clothed instead in joy and wonder;
for the Lord of all existence,
putting off divine transcendence,
stoops again in love to meet us,
with his very life to feed us.

Lord, as round this feast we gather,
fill our hearts with holy rapture!
For this bread and cup of blessing
are for us the sure possessing

of your loving deed on Calv'ry,

of your living self, our vict'ry,

pledge of your unfailing presence,
foretaste here of heav'nly gladness.

3 Lord, we share in this communion
as one fam'ly of God's children,
reconciled through you, our brother,
one in you with God our Father.
Give us grace to live for others,
serving all, both friends and strangers,
seeking justice, love, and mercy
till you come in final glory.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.



ELW 773

Precious Lord, Take My Hand Hear My Cry, Hear My Call,
Hold My Hand Lest | Fall,
1 Precious Lord, Take My Hand

Lead Me On, Help Me Stand Take My Hand, Precious Lord,
| Am Tired, | Am Weak, Lead Me Home.
| Am Worn;
Through The Storm, 3 When the darkness appears,
Through The Night, And the night draws near,
Lead Me On To The Light, And the day is past and gone,
At the river | stand, guide my feet,
Take My Hand, Precious Lord, Hold my hand.

Lead Me Home.
Take My Hand, Precious Lord,

2 When My Way Grows Drear, Lead Me Home.
Precious Lord, Linger Near,
When My Life Is Almost Gone, Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899— 1993

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God,

for we have feasted on your Word,

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,

send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING

As we depart your house O God, you call us to have love for all.

Guide us to live in the Spirit who made us your sons and daughters, in the love
that made us sisters and brothers,

Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



BLESSING

The God of glory,

+ Jesus Christ, name above all names,
and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 511,vs. 1 & 6

Thy Strong Word 6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark To thee, Light of Light begotten,
ness; praise be sung eternally.
at thy speaking it was done. Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
For created light we thank thee, glory, glory be to thee.
while thine ordered seasons run. Mortals, angels, now and ever
Alleluia! Alleluia! praise the holy Trinity!
Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976

Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.

Alleluia without end!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Janet Nichols,

Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Barbara Strampe,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Janet Schmidt,

Phyllis Dettmer,

Family & friends:

Harry Cagle, brother of Pete Cagle,

Deb & family, sister of Nancy Bryer,

Timothy Anderson, son of Don & Janet Anderson,
Family of Hazel Hendrix, friend of St. Mark’s,
Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler,

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,
Family of Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen,

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle,

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer,
Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens,

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,
Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,



