
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, October 15, 2023 

20th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

INTRODUCTION 

In Isaiah we are given a vision of the great feast to come, when God will wipe 
away death forever. In Jesus’ parable about a great banquet, those invited do not 
come, so the invitation is extended to others. In our liturgy God spreads a table 
before us. Even amid anxiety and hardship we rejoice in the peace of God which 
surpasses all understanding. With great joy we feast at the table of the Lord, and 
we go forth to share the wonderful invitation with others hungering and thirsting 
for the abundant life of God. 
 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The October Noisy Offering collection will go to  Wreaths Across America, chosen by Parish Ed. 
Stewardship skit by Stewardship committee. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church, died 1582 
Sunday, October 15, 2023 
A mystical writer and reformer of the monastic order (Carmelites) to which she belonged, Te-
resa may also be commemorated with John of the Cross on December 14. Latino Christians 
traditionally remember her on this date. 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 
Blessed be God, 
the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 
the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, 
confessing our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, 
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have 
for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you 
and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 521, vs. 1 & 4 

 Greeting page 147 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 147 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 149 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord of the feast,  
you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out your life with 
abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, 
just, and pure, and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9  
After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet 
portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan 
was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever. 
The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation. 
 
 1O Lord, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 

 2For you have made the city a heap, 

O Day of Rest and Gladness 
 
1 O day of rest and gladness, 
 O day of joy and light, 
 O balm for care and sadness, 
 most beautiful, most bright: 
 on you the high and lowly, 
 through ages joined in tune, 
 sing, “Holy, holy, holy,” 
 to the great God triune. 
 

4 New graces ever gaining 
 from this our day of rest, 
 we reach the rest remaining 
 to spirits of the blest. 
 We sing to you our praises, 
 O Father, Spirit, Son; 
 the church its voice upraises 
 to you, blest Three in One. 
 
Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807-1885, alt. 



  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
  it will never be rebuilt. 
 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
  5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 
 6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
  for the Lord has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 23  
You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5) 
 
 1The Lord is my shepherd; 
  I shall not be in want. 
 2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures 



  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9  
Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the Philip-
pians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance. God’s 
peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ, especially 
when things around us do not seem peaceful. 
 
1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm 
in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 
 2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and 
I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled be-
side me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151 



Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 22nd Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14  
Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available 
to all, but the invitation is not to be taken lightly. 
 
1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom of heaven 
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He sent his 
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would 
not come. 4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: 
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaugh-
tered, and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding banquet.’ 5But they made light of it 
and went away, one to his farm, another to his 
business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mis-
treated them, and killed them. 7The king was 
enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those 
murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he 
said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but 
those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you 
find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves 
went out into the streets and gathered all 
whom they found, both good and bad; so the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 
 11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who 
was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in 
here without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. 13Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but 
few are chosen.” 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor John Kreidler 
SERMON   Pastor John Kreidler 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 491 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

Come, Let Us Eat 
 
[The words in parentheses may be sung by a 

leader or by all.] 
 
1 (Come, let us eat, for now the feast is 

spread,) 
 come, let us eat, for now the feast is 

spread. 
 (Our Lord's body let us take together,) 
 our Lord's body let us take together. 
 
2 (Come, let us drink, for now the wine is 

poured,) 
 come, let us drink, for now the wine is 

poured. 
 (Jesus' blood poured let us drink together,) 
 Jesus' blood poured let us drink together. 
 
3 (In Jesus' presence now we meet and rest,) 

 in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest. 
 (In the presence of our Lord we gather,) 
 in the presence of our Lord we gather. 
 
4 (Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty 

word,) 
 rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty 

word. 
 (Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,) 
 Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom. 
 
Text: Billema Kwillia, b. c. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., 
b. 1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, 
alt. 
Text sts. 1-3 © Lutheran World Federation. Text st. 4 © 
1972 Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and 
Holy Communion, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 

 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all followers of Christ 
share the mind of Christ and strive to live together in peace, staying firm in the 
Lord. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For green pastures and still waters and all the beauty of the natural world, that 
creation flourishes and humankind lives in right relationship with all you have 
made. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For the nations of the world and all who hold positions of authority, that they gov-
ern in accordance with God’s vision of justice, providing shelter and refuge to all 
in need, striving toward the goal of peace and prosperity for all. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For all experiencing valleys of illness and grief, that they be healed and comforted 
and find rest in the presence of the Good Shepherd who walks beside them.  God 
of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
For this community of believers, that wherever there is conflict or discord, the 
love of Christ may keep us united and make us mindful of all that is true, honora-
ble, just, pure, pleasing, commendable, and excellent. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
In thanksgiving for the beloved saints who now rest in your mercy, especially Tere-
sa of Avila, teacher, renewer of the church, that their faithful witness guides your 
church until the day we join them at your heavenly feast. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 



PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 153 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Jesus invites you to this table. 
Come, eat and live. 
 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 154 
 
 
 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  362 

ELW 754 

At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing 
 
1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing 
 praise to our victorious king, 
 who has washed us in the tide 
 flowing from his wounded side. Alleluia! 
 
2 Praise we Christ, whose love divine 
 gives his sacred blood for wine, 
 gives his body for the feast— 
 Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia! 
 
3 Where the paschal blood is poured 
 death's dread angel sheathes the sword; 
 Israel's hosts triumphant go 
 through the wave that drowns the foe. Al-

leluia! 
 
4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 
 paschal victim, paschal bread; 
 with sincerity and love 
 eat we manna from above. Alleluia! 
 

5 Mighty victim from the sky, 
 hell's fierce pow'rs beneath you lie; 
 you have conquered in the fight, 
 you have brought us life and light. Alleluia! 
 
6 Now no more can death appall, 
 now no more the grave enthrall; 
 you have opened paradise, 
 and your saints in you shall rise. Alleluia! 
 
7 Easter triumph, Easter joy, 
 this alone can sin destroy! 
 From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free, 
 newborn souls in you to be. Alleluia! 
 
8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
 Savior, by whose death we live, 
 Spirit, guide through all our days: 
 Three in One, your name we praise. 
 Alleluia! 
 
Text: Latin hymn, 17th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814-
1868, alt. 

Jesus, the Very Thought of You 
 
1 Jesus, the very thought of you 
 fills us with sweet delight; 
 but sweeter far your face to view 
 and rest within your light. 
 
2 No voice can sing, no heart can frame, 
 nor can the mind recall 
 a sweeter sound than your blest name, 
 O Savior of us all! 
 

3 O Hope of ev'ry contrite soul, 
 O joy of all the meek, 
 how kind you are to those who fall! 
 How good to those who seek! 
 
4 O Jesus, be our joy today; 
 help us to prize your love; 
 grant us at last to hear you say: 
 "Come, share my home above." 
 
Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Edward 
Caswall, 1814-1878 



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
As we depart your house O God, you call us to have love for all. 
Guide us to live in the Spirit who made us your sons and daughters, in the love 
that made us sisters and brothers,  
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God of glory, 

☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 
and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 632, vs. 1-3 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 
1 O God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 our shelter from the stormy blast, 
 and our eternal home: 
 
2 Under the shadow of your throne 
 your saints have dwelt secure; 
 sufficient is your arm alone, 
 and our defense is sure. 
 
3 Before the hills in order stood 
 or earth received its frame, 
 from everlasting you are God, 
 to endless years the same. 
 

4 A thousand ages in your sight 
 are like an evening gone, 
 short as the watch that ends the night 
 before the rising sun. 
 
5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 

bears all our years away; 
 they fly forgotten, as a dream 
 dies at the op'ning day. 
 
6 O God, our help in ages past, 
 our hope for years to come, 
 still be our guard while troubles last 
 and our eternal home. 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Janet Nichols, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

 

Family & friends:  

Family of Hazel Hendrix, friend of St. Mark’s, 

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,  

Family of Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Family of Jonathon Paulsness, Great nephew of Mary 

& Jim Weeg, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


