St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, September 24, 2023
17th Sunday after Pentecost

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that the
reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage no
matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind
about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious
and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God
that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy
we are all beggars.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The September Noisy Offering collection will go to Operation Wildlife in Linwood, KS , chosen by the
Confirmation class.

The flowers today are in celebration of Amanda & Scott Sibson’s anniversary. Happy Anniversary!




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be God,

the one who forms us,

+ Jesus who bears the cross,

the Spirit who makes our joy complete.

Amen.

Let us bow before God in humility,

confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Steadfast and faithful God,

you have revealed the ways of justice,

yet we fail to follow you.

We are overwhelmed

by the world’s violence and suffering.

We are afraid to risk what we have

for the sake of others.

For the harm we have caused,

known and unknown, forgive us.

For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.

For the ways we turn away

from you and our neighbor, forgive us.

Lead us back to you

and set us on the right path;

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.

In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In +F Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
Amen.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 834

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 3 To all, life thou givest, to both great and

small;

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, in all life thou livest, the true life of all;
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, we blossom and flourish like leaves on the
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of tree,

Days, and wither and perish, but naught
almighty, victorious, thy great name we changeth thee.
praise!

4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in

2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, light;
nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in thine angels adore thee, all veiling their
might; sight;
thy justice like mountains high soaring all laud we would render; oh, help us to
above see

thy clouds which are fountains of goodness 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

and love.
Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.

Greeting page 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147
HYMN OF PRAISE page 149

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty and eternal God,

you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely
on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody
the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Jonah 3:10--4:11
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to
spare the city. Jonah objected to this and became even more angry when God or-



dered a worm to destroy a plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a
question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all
worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t | be concerned about a hundred and twen-
ty thousand Ninevites?

""When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their
evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would
bring upon them; and he did not do it.

“'But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. “He prayed to
the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own
country? That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for | knew that you are a
gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and
ready to relent from punishing. “And now, O LORD, please take my life from me,
for it is better for me to die than to live.” “And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to
be angry?” “Then Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and
made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what
would become of the city.

“The LORD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy
about the bush. 'But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm
that attacked the bush, so that it withered. “When the sun rose, God prepared a
sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint
and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

“But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he
said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” "°Then the LORD said, “You are concerned about
the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into
being in a night and perished in a night. "'And should I not be concerned about
Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also
many animals?”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 145:1-8
The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. (Ps. 145:8)



"I will exalt you, my God and king,
and bless your name forever and ever.

“Every day will I bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

“Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!
There is no end to your greatness.

“One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

°| will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

“They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and | will recount your greatness.

"They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.

“The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Second Reading: Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the out-
come of his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls
on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission.

“'For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. “’If | am to live in the flesh, that
means fruitful labor for me; and | do not know which | prefer. ’I am hard pressed
between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better;
“’but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. “’Since | am convinced of
this, | know that | will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and
joy in faith, “°so that | may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when
| come to you again.

*’Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether
| come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are
standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the
gospel, ““and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evi-
dence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. “’For he
has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of



suffering for him as well—""since you are having the same struggle that you saw |
had and now hear that | still have.
The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 20th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption
that God rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] "“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. “After agreeing
with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace;
“and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is
right.” So they went. "When he went out again about noon
and about three o’clock, he did the same. °And about five
o’clock he went out and found others standing around;
and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all
day?’ 'They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ “When even-
ing came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager,
‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with
the last and then going to the first.” "When those hired
about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. ""Now when
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also re-
ceived the usual daily wage. ""And when they received it, they grumbled against
the landowner, “saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’
“But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not
agree with me for the usual daily wage? “Take what belongs to you and go; |
choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. "”’Am | not allowed to do what
| choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’
'S the last will be first, and the first will be last.”




CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 574

Here | Am, Lord

1 "I, the Lord of sea and sky,
| have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin
my hand will save.
|, who made the stars of night,
| will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall | send?"

Refrain
Here | am, Lord. Is it |, Lord?
| have heard you calling in the night.
| will go, Lord, if you lead me.
| will hold your people in my heart.

2 "I, the Lord of snow and rain,
| have borne my people's pain.
| have wept for love of them.

They turn away.

| will break their hearts of stone,
give them hearts for love alone.
| will speak my word to them.
Whom shall | send?" Refrain

3 "I, the Lord of wind and flame,
| will tend the poor and lame.
| will set a feast for them.

My hand will save.

Finest bread | will provide
till their hearts be satisfied.

| will give my life to them.
Whom shall | send?" Refrain

Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946
Text © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Port-
land, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,



the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, cre-
ation, and the needs of our neighbors.

A brief silence.

God who is gracious and merciful, teach your church to invite and welcome all.
Lead us to be grateful for the blessing of community. Challenge your church to
choose equity and compassion over judgment. Merciful God,

receive our prayetr.

God who sends the wind and the sun, you know every worm and bush by name.
Help us remember that even the humblest parts of creation are precious to you.
Show us how best to care for the earth and its creatures. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God who is ready to relent from punishing, impart your compassionate wisdom to
legislators, judges, members of the military, and law enforcement. Give them
courage to serve their communities in times of uncertainty, stress, or exhaustion.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God who saves, direct your people who are tempted by evil ways. Protect your
children from calamity and disaster. Strengthen all who are incarcerated. Encour-
age all who are in despair or pain of any kind (especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God who is slow to anger, may we boast about the goodness of Jesus with the
confidence of Paul in prison. Inspire us to find abundance in whatever vocation we
are called to in the world and in service to our congregation. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

God who abounds in steadfast love, we give thanks for the saints called to the
kingdom of heaven (especially). United with them in spirit, hold us firm as we la-
bor in this life and look to the life to come. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers



of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ.
Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 153

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Jesus invites you to this table.
Come, eat and live.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 765
Lord of All Hopefulness

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could
destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we
pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break
of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane
and the lathe:
be there at our labors, and give us, we
pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the
noon of the day.

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,

your hands swift to welcome, your arms to
embrace:

be there at our homing, and give us, we
pray,

your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of
the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose pres-
ence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we
pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end
of the day.

Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953
Text © Oxford University Press 1931.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.

ELW 462

Now We Join in Celebration

1 Now we join in celebration
at our Savior's invitation,
dressed no more in spirit somber,
clothed instead in joy and wonder;
for the Lord of all existence,
putting off divine transcendence,
stoops again in love to meet us,
with his very life to feed us.

2 Lord, as round this feast we gather,
fill our hearts with holy rapture!
For this bread and cup of blessing
are for us the sure possessing
of your loving deed on Calv'ry,
of your living self, our vict'ry,
pledge of your unfailing presence,

foretaste here of heav'nly gladness.

3 Lord, we share in this communion
as one fam'ly of God's children,
reconciled through you, our brother,
one in you with God our Father.
Give us grace to live for others,
serving all, both friends and strangers,
seeking justice, love, and mercy
till you come in final glory.

Text: Joel W. Lundeen
Text © Joel W. Lundeen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Blessed be your name, O God,

for we have feasted on your Word,

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food,

send us to gather the world to your banquet,
where none are left out and all are satisfied.
In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING

As we depart your house O God, you call us to have love for all.
Guide us to live in the Spirit who made us your sons and daughters, in the love
that made us sisters and brothers,

Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

BLESSING

The God of glory,

=+ Jesus Christ, name above all names,

and the Spirit who lives in you,

bless you now and forever.

Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 665

Rise, Shine, You People! ing,
your songs and prayers against the dark-
1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has ness hurling.

entered To all the world go out and tell the story

our human story; God in him is centered. of Jesus' glory.

He comes to us, by death and sin sur-

rounded, 4 Tell how the Father sent the Son to save

with grace unbounded. us.

Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reel- us.

ing; Tell how the Spirit calls from ev'ry nation

he brings us freedom, light and life and God's new creation.

healing.

All men and women, who by guilt are driv- Text: Ronald A. Klug, b. 1939, alt.
en Text © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg
7

. Fortress.
now are forglven.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or

3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurl- valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. God is at work in you.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Janet Nichols,

Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Paul Moore,

Barbara Strampe,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,

Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,
Family of Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Family of Jonathon Paulsness, Great nephew of Mary
& Jim Weeg,

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s,
Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers,

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle
Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen,

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer,

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle,

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle,

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer,

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens,

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,
Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,



