
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, September 17, 2023 
16th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

INTRODUCTION 

In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all 
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ 
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. 
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the 
cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 
 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The September Noisy Offering collection will go to  Operation Wildlife in Linwood, KS , chosen by the  
Confirmation class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179 
A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved kings 
and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology, and natu-
ral history. She was also a musician and artist. 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 
Blessed be God, 
the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 
the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, 
confessing our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, 
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have 
for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you 
and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 864 

  
Greeting page 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 147 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 149 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God,  
merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our 
hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in do-
ing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Genesis 50:15-21  
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime 
they had done against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God 
used this as an opportunity to do good and save many lives. 

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven  
 
1 Praise, my soul, the God of heaven; 
 joyfully your tribute bring. 
 Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
 evermore God's praises sing. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praises everlasting ring! 
 
2 God be praised for grace and favor 
 to our forebears in distress. 
 God be praised, the same forever, 
 slow to chide and swift to bless. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Glorious is God's faithfulness! 
 

3 Frail as summer's flow'r we flourish, 
 blows the wind and it is gone; 
 but, as mortals rise and perish, 
 God endures unchanging on. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 Praise the great Eternal One! 
 
4 Angels sing in adoration, 
 in God's presence, face to face. 
 Sun and moon and all creation, 
 all who dwell in time and space. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Praise with us the God of grace! 
 
Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847, alt. Walter R. Bouman, 
1927-2005 



15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction be-
fore he died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and 
the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of 
the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We are here as 
your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 
God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in 
order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21So have no fear; I 
myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, 
speaking kindly to them. 

 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
Psalm: Psalm 103:[1-7] 8-13  
Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy. (Ps. 103:8) 
 
[ 1Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
 2Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and forget not all God’s benefits— 
 3who forgives all your sins 
  and heals all your diseases; 
 4who redeems your life from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  
 5who satisfies your desires with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
 6O Lord, you provide vindication 
  and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 7You made known your ways to Moses 
  and your works to the children of Israel. 
]  8Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  
 9you will not always accuse us, 
  nor will you keep your anger forever. 
 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 



  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 
 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 
 12As far as the east is from the west, 
  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 
 13As a father has compassion for his children, 
  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 14:1-12  
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps 
us understand that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do 
not judge one another. All Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for 
all of us and will judge each of us. 
 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must 
not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you 
to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they 
stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
 5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the 
day, observe it in honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, 
since they give thanks to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the 
Lord and give thanks to God. 
 7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live 
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 
 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you des-
pise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
11For it is written,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 18th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 
When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable 
that suggests human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to 
him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 
 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be com-
pared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed 
him ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he 
could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 
payment to be made. 26So the slave fell on his knees be-
fore him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that 
slave released him and forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went 
out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he 
refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt. 
31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt be-
cause you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your fellow 
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be tor-
tured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 608 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
 
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watch-

ing, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 
Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is plead-
ing, 

 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his 

mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has prom-

ised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and 

pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 



Prayers of Intercession  
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, cre-
ation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence. 
We pray for the church. Bless the missions and ministries of diverse congrega-
tions, that they uplift the good news of salvation in ways that can be understood. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and healing to rivers 
clogged with pollution. Enrich the soil for trees and plants. Protect the crops 
needed to feed those who hunger. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for all who govern. Encourage those in positions of power to lead with 
empathy, practice forgiveness, and care for those who struggle. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for our neighbors who face illness of any kind. For those strained finan-
cially; for all living with chronic pain, mental illness, the disease of addiction, or 
otherwise afraid or in harm’s way. Protect all who cry out for mercy (especially). 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We pray for this congregation. Open our hearts to practice intentional invitation. 
Help us to forgive each other, practice patience, and choose welcome over judg-
ment. Move us to care for those in our community seeking refuge and safety. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Show us how to live faithfully, cre-
atively, and lovingly in your church and world, like Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, 
whom we commemorate today. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers 
of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 



    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 153 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Jesus invites you to this table. 
Come, eat and live. 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 154 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  471 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 



ELW 460 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
As we depart your house O God, you call us to have love for all. 
Guide us to live in the Spirit who made us your sons and daughters, in the love 
that made us sisters and brothers,  
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 

Now the Silence 
 
 Now the silence 
 Now the peace 
 Now the empty hands uplifted 
 Now the kneeling 
 Now the plea 
 Now the Father's arms in welcome 
  

Now the hearing 
 Now the pow'r 
 Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 
 Now the body 
 Now the blood 
 Now the joyful celebration 
 

 Now the wedding 
 Now the songs 
 Now the heart forgiven leaping 
 Now the Spirit's visitation 
 Now the Son's epiphany 
 Now the Father's blessing 
 Now 
 Now 
 Now 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 

Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



BLESSING 
The God of glory, 

☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 
and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 544 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing 
 
1 Praise the Lord, rise up rejoicing, 
 worship, thanks, devotion voicing: 
 glory be to God on high! 
 Christ, your cross and passion sharing, 
 by this eucharist declaring 
 yours the final victory. 
 
2 Scattered flock, one shepherd sharing, 
 lost and lonely, one voice hearing, 
 ears attentive to your word; 
 by your blood new life receiving, 
 in your body, firm believing, 

 we are yours, and you the Lord. 
 
3 Sins forgiven, wrongs forgiving, 
 we go forth alert and living 
 in your Spirit, strong and free. 
 Partners in your new creation, 
 seeking peace in ev'ry nation, 
 may we faithful foll'wers be. 
 
Text: Howard C. A. Gaunt, 1902-1983, alt. 
Text © Oxford University Press. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Ron Brown, 

Nancy Brown, 

Janet Nichols, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Paul Moore,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Shane Paulson,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

Madison Young  

 

Family & friends:  

Family of Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Family of Jonathon Paulsness, Great nephew of Mary 

& Jim Weeg, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


