
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, September 10, 2023 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

INTRODUCTION 

Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's 
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The proph-
et Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us 
that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that 
he is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 

 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The September Noisy Offering collection will go to  Operation Wildlife in Linwood, KS , chosen by the  
Confirmation class. 
 
The flowers today are from Linda Bayer and Trish Klima, in celebration of Steele Puckett’s baptism. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sacrament of 
Holy 

Baptism 
 
 
 
Our baptismal candidate is Steele Gregory Puckett, 
Son of Daniel and Mary Katherine Puckett. 
Steele’s sponsors are Flipp Gregory & Emily Klima. 
 
INTRODUCTION AND PRESENTATION 
 God, who is rich in mercy and love,  
gives us a new birth into a living hope through  
the sacrament of baptism.   
 The power of sin is put to death in this holy  
flood, and we are raised with Jesus Christ to new life. 
We are united with all the baptized  
in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift  
of the Holy Spirit, and sent out in mission  
for the life of the world. 
 
 (To Daniel, Mary Katherine, Flipp & Emily) Who 
presents this child to be baptized?  
 
Parents and sponsors: We do. 
 
 (To Daniel & Mary Katherine) As you present 
Steele for baptism, you are entrusted with gifts and 
responsibilities: 
 to live with him among God’s faithful people, 

bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 
so that he may learn to trust God,  
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made,  
and work for justice and peace among all people. 
 Do you promise to help Steele grow in the Chris-
tian faith and life? 
 Response     We do.  
 
(Flipp & Emily) Do you promise to nurture Steele in 
the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 
Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism 
and in communion with the church? 
 Response      We do. 

 
 People of St. Mark’s, do you promise to support 
Steele and pray for him in his new life in Christ? 
 Response     We do. 
 
(Water is poured into the font) 
 
RENUNCIATION OF EVIL AND PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 I ask you, parents and sponsors, to reject sin, pro-
fess your faith in Christ, and confess the faith of the 
church. 
 Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that 
defy God? 
Response:  I renounce them. 
 Do you renounce the powers of this world that 
rebel against God? 
Response:  I renounce them. 
 Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you 
from God? 
Response:  I renounce them. 
 Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior? 
Response:  In faith I turn to Christ. 
 With the whole church, let us all confess  
our faith. 
 Do you believe in God the Father? 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 
and unseen.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with 
the Father; through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the   
 virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 



Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 
Son, * who with the Father and the Son is wor-
shiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one bap-
tism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 

 
THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your 
Spirit brooded over the waters and you created the 
world by your Word, calling forth life in which you 
took delight. 
 Through water you led your people Israel from 
slavery in Egypt to freedom in the promised land. In 
the waters of the Jordan Jesus was baptized by John 
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of 
Jesus’ death and resurrection you delivered us from 
the power of sin and death and set us free to live in 
you. 
 Send your Holy Spirit upon this water and upon all 
who are washed in it, that they may be given new life.  
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and for-
ever. 
Amen. 
 
WASHING 
Steele, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  And let the people say 
…   Amen. 
 
INVOCATION OF THE SPIRIT 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that through 
water and the Holy Spirit you give your daughters and 
sons new birth, wash them from sin, and raise them 
to eternal life. 
 
 

Sustain Steele with the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 the spirit of counsel and might,  
 the spirit of knowledge  
  and the fear of the Lord, 
       the spirit of joy in your presence,  
both now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
SIGNING WITH THE CROSS 
 
(Making a cross on the forehead with oil.) 
 
Steele, child of God, you have been sealed by the Ho-
ly Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
 Amen. 
 
(Parents and sponsors also receive the sign of the 
cross with oil.) 
 
PRESENTATION OF A CANDLE 
 
(Presenting a lighted candle.) 
Let your light so shine before others that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
heaven. 
 
WELCOME 
Through baptism you have been received into the 
household of God, entrusted with the good news of 
Jesus Christ, and strengthened to serve by the holy 
and life-giving Spirit. 
We welcome you into the body of Christ and the 
mission we share. Join us as we give praise to God 
and bear God’s creative and redeeming word to all 
the world. Welcome, Steele! 
 
 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 522, vs. 1 & 2 

  
Greeting page 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   Pg. 147 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 149 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God,  
enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your 
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and 
lead us toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As We Gather at Your Table  
 
1 As we gather at your table,  

as we listen to your word, 
help us know, O God, your presence;  
let our hearts and minds be stirred. 
Nourish us with sacred story  
till we claim it as our own; 
teach us through this holy banquet  
how to make Love's vict'ry known. 
 

2 Turn our worship into witness 
in the sacrament of life; 

send us forth to love and serve you,  
bringing peace where there is strife. 
Give us, Christ, your great compassion  
to forgive as you forgave; 
may we still behold your image  
in the world you died to save. 
 

 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 
 



BLESSING OF THE ASSISTING MINISTER ALBS 
From the memorials of Fred Ahlemann and Martha Cage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sisters and brothers, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as 
we set apart these albs to the glory of God. 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, 
for you have enriched our lives with every good and perfect gift; 
you have commanded us to show your splendor to our children; 
and you have invited us to praise you with lives of love, justice, and joy. 
 
Send your blessing on these albs, which we set apart today; 
may those who wear them serve you in humility, 
and may all your people, clothed with Christ in baptism, 
worship you with the saints robed in light around your throne. 
 
To you, O God, be all glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Thank you to our Assisting Ministers: 

Shane Adams 

Linda Cagle 

Chris McMullin 

Mary Mindrup 

Larrie Nichols 

 

Amanda Sibson 

Mark Thomas 

Jennifer Wackerla 

Pam Wilson 



 First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-11  
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully 
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack 
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack 
unnecessary. 
 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear 
a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to the 
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their 
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 
but you will have saved your life. 
 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our trans-
gressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how 
then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn 
back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40  
I desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35) 
 
 33Teach me, O Lord, the way of your statutes, 
  and I shall keep it to the end. 
 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 
  I shall keep it with all my heart. 
 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 
  for that is my desire. 
 36Incline my heart to your decrees 
  and not to unjust gain.  
 37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 
  give me life in your way. 
 38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 
  which is for those who fear you. 



 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 
  because your judgments are good. 
 40Behold, I long for your commandments; 
  by your righteousness enliven me.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 13:8-14  
The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal 
of the law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live 
today in light of the future God has in store for us. 
 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You 
shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other com-
mandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love 
does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believ-
ers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of dark-
ness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in rev-
eling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 
the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 18th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20  
Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as 
a whole—should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned 
against another. 
 



[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the 
church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the 
two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 
regained that one. 16But if you are not listened to, take one or 
two others along with you, so that every word may be con-
firmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the 
member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 
the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 
19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them.” 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Blessing of backpacks/ gift bag giveaway 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 

BLESSING OF TEACHERS AND STUDENTS 
For the marvels of your creation,  
We praise you, O God. 
For the opportunity to explore and study, 
We praise you, O God. 
For those who guide us, teachers and mentors, 
We praise you, O God. 
Teach us your ways and guide us in your path,  
For you are the creator of all that is, seen and unseen. 
Amen. 
 Let us pray for all who are beginning a new school year, that both students and 
teachers will be blessed in their academic endeavors. 
 
 Almighty God,  
you give wisdom and knowledge. 
Grant teachers the gift of joy and insight, 
And students the gift of diligence and openness, 
That all may grow in what is good and honest and true. 
Support all who teach and all who learn, 



That together we may know and follow your ways; 
Through Jesus Chris our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 576 

Prayers of Intercession  
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, cre-
ation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence. 
Hold us accountable, O God. Show your church where repentance is needed and 
lead us in paths of intentional compassion and listening. Help us extend hands of 
reconciliation and care, especially in relationships with other Christians and peo-
ple of other faiths. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Reveal your miracles to us, O God. Move us to cherish you as we behold the won-
ders of creation. Renew the seas and the soil, the forests and the creatures that 
live in them. Turn us to ways of living that seek Earth’s thriving. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Inspire us to lead with honor, O God. Guide judges and legislators, police, and gov-
ernment officials to create and uphold just laws. Move us to treat all people with 

We All Are One in Mission 
 
1 We all are one in mission; 
 we all are one in call, 
 our varied gifts united 
 by Christ, the Lord of all. 
 A single great commission 
 compels us from above 
 to plan and work together 
 that all may know Christ's love. 
 
2 We all are called for service, 
 to witness in God's name. 
 Our ministries are diff'rent; 
 our purpose is the same: 
 to touch the lives of others 
 with God's surprising grace, 

 so ev'ry folk and nation 
 may feel God's warm embrace. 
 
3 Now let us be united, 
 and let our song be heard. 
 Now let us be a vessel 
 for God's redeeming Word. 
 We all are one in mission; 
 we all are one in call, 
 our varied gifts united 
 by Christ, the Lord of all. 
 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955 
Text © 1986 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 

 



dignity and guide our conversations with one another. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Help us comfort those who suffer, O God. Reassure any who are harmed by the 
wicked acts of others. Bring peace to all who are vulnerable, frightened, despair-
ing, or sick (especially). Guard their waking and their sleeping. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Awaken us, O God. Challenge and encourage your people to value the vocation to 
which each is called. We pray for all discerning new possibilities or changing em-
ployment (especially). In all our diverse callings, teach us to love our neighbor 
above all else. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Be our hope, O God. We remember with thanksgiving your disciples who died in 
faith (especially). May their trust in your promise be our protection and our hope. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers 
of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 



Holy, Holy pg. 153 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Jesus invites you to this table. 
Come, eat and live. 
 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 154 
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  487 
 

 

What Feast of Love 
 
1 What feast of love is offered here, 
 what banquet come from heaven? 
 What food of everlasting life, 
 what gracious gift is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the bread come down from heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! 
 How sweet the manna given! 
 
2 What light of truth is offered here, 
 what covenant from heaven? 
 What hope of everlasting life, 
 what wondrous word is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the sun come down from heaven. 

 Oh, see and hear and sing! 
 The Word of God is given! 
 
3 What wine of love is offered here, 
 what crimson drink from heaven? 
 What stream of everlasting life, 
 what precious blood is given? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 the sweetest wine of heaven. 
 Oh, taste and see and sing! 
 The Son of God is given! 
 
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939 
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publi-
cations, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213. All rights 
reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



ELW 478 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
As we depart your house O God, you call us to have love for all. 
Guide us to live in the Spirit who made us your sons and daughters, in the love 
that made us sisters and brothers,  
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 

Father, We Thank You 
 
1 Father, we thank you that you planted 
 your holy name within our hearts. 
 Knowledge and faith and life immortal 
 Jesus your Son to us imparts. 
 Lord, you have made all for your pleasure, 
 and giv'n us food for all our days, 
 giving in Christ the bread eternal; 
 yours is the pow'r, yours be the praise. 
 
2 Watch o'er your church, O Lord, in mercy, 
 save it from evil, guard it still; 
 perfect it in your love, unite it, 

 cleansed and conformed unto your will. 
 As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 
 was in this broken bread made one, 
 so from all lands your church be gathered 
 into your kingdom by your Son. 
 
Text: Didache, 2nd cent., para. F. Bland Tucker, 1895-1984, 
alt. 
Text © Church Pension Fund, admin. Church Publishing 
Incorporated. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



BLESSING 
The God of glory, 

☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 
and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 543 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 
1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, nev-
er alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you 
are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river 
 I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you 
are my own.” 
 
2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace 
and pure. 
 Here you learned how much I love you, 
what I can cure. 
 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 
 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace 
and pure.” 
 
3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, 
closer to me. 
 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful 
and free. 
 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 
 here my tender comfort stilled you. 
 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joy-
ful and free.” 
 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt. 

Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House 

 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Ron Brown, 

Nancy Brown, 

Janet Nichols, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Paul Moore,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Shane Paulson,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

Madison Young  

 

Family & friends:  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Family of Jonathon Paulsness, Great nephew of Mary 

& Jim Weeg, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


