
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, October 1, 2023 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

INTRODUCTION 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the 
reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord 
are unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to 
Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nour-
ished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our 
needy world. 
 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The October Noisy Offering collection will go to  Wreaths Across America, chosen by Parish Ed. 
The flowers today are in celebration of Donna Nichols’ birthday. Happy Birthday, Donna! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 
Blessed be God, 
the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 
the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 
Amen. 
Let us bow before God in humility, 
confessing our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Steadfast and faithful God, 
you have revealed the ways of justice, 
yet we fail to follow you. 
We are overwhelmed 
by the world’s violence and suffering. 
We are afraid to risk what we have 
for the sake of others. 
For the harm we have caused, 
known and unknown, forgive us. 
For the unjust demands we place on others 
and your creation, forgive us. 
For the ways we turn away 
from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 
Lead us back to you 
and set us on the right path; 
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s compassion is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 416, vs. 1,2 & 5 

  
Greeting page 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 147 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 149 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of love, giver of life,  
you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep 
us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
CARILLON RINGERS’ “For the Beauty of the Earth”  arranged by Kevin McChesney 

 
 First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32  
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their par-
ents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. 
God insistently invites people to turn and live. 

At the Name of Jesus  
 
1 At the name of Jesus 
 ev'ry knee shall bow, 
 ev'ry tongue confess him 
 king of glory now. 
 It is God's good pleasure 

 we should call him Lord, 
 who from the beginning 
 was the mighty Word. 
 
2 At his voice creation 
 sprang at once to sight, 
 all the angel faces, 
 all the hosts of light, 

 thrones and dominations, 
 stars upon their way, 
 all the heav'nly orders 
 in their great array. 
 
5 Christians, this Lord Jesus 
 shall return again 
 on the clouds of glory, 

 with his angel train; 
 for all wreaths of empire 
 meet upon his brow, 
 and our hearts confess him 

 king of glory now. 
 

Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817-1877 



1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the chil-
dren’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no 
more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent 
as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
 25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away 
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity 
that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away 
from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they 
shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 
29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, 
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
 30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 
says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniqui-
ty will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have 
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 
you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says 
the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-9  
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6) 
 
 1To you, O Lord, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4Show me your ways, O Lord, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5Lead me in your truth and teach me, 

  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 



 6Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting. 
 7Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good
 ness, O Lord. 
 8You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way.  
 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13  
As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Chris-
tian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. 
Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the foun-
dation for Christian accord. 
 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any shar-
ing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the 
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3Do noth-
ing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 
yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. 5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 



 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 

 
 12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will 
and to work for his good pleasure. 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 21st Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32  
After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching 
there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be 
in charge of the temple. 
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I 
do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say 
to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we 
are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Je-
sus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell 
you by what authority I am doing these things. 
 28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, 
‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father 
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, 



sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prosti-
tutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in 
the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 
minds and believe him.” 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
BLESSING OF THIRD GRADERS RECEIVING BIBLES 

Receive this Bible. Hear God’s word with us. Learn and tell its stories. Discover its 

mysteries. Honor its commandments. Rejoice in its good news. May God’s life-

giving word inspire you and make you wise. 

Students receiving bibles:  

Lizzy Eiter, Luke Erlandsen, Ezra Gray, & Lauren Polich 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 517 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
 
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 
 curb those who by deceit or sword 
 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
 and bring to naught all he has done. 
 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 
 for you are Lord of lords alone; 
 defend your holy church, that we 

 may sing your praise eternally. 
 
3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
 send peace and unity on earth; 
 support us in our final strife 
 and lead us out of death to life. 
 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 
1827-1878, alt. 



On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, cre-
ation, and the needs of our neighbors. 
A brief silence. 
We put our trust in you as we pray for the church. Give bishops, pastors, deacons, 
and teachers the gifts of wisdom and discernment. Be with them in bold truth and 
faithful witness. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Lead us in your truth as we pray for creation. Empower us to look to the interests 
of others as we make choices that impact the environment. Summon us to be ad-
vocates for healthy waterways, habitats, and air. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Lead us in justice as we pray for those in government, the military, and other posi-
tions of authority. Give them humble and willing hearts, looking to the needs of 
others. We pray also for our enemies. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Trusting your goodness, we pray for all caregivers and people who are sick or 
suffering in any way (especially). Give them encouragement and consolation in 
your presence. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Teach us your paths as we pray for this congregation. Be at work in us and unite us 
in your love as we labor together for the sake of the gospel. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We give thanks for all the saints who died secure in the knowledge of salvation. 
Keep us fearless in our faith and certain of your resurrection. Merciful God, 



receive our prayer. 
Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers 
of our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 153 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Jesus invites you to this table. 
Come, eat and live. 
 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 154 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  496 

ELW 472 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

One Bread, One Body 
 
Refrain 
 One bread, one body, one Lord of all; 
 one cup of blessing which we bless, 
 and we, though many throughout the 

earth, 
 we are one body in this one Lord. 
 
1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
 woman or man, no more.  Refrain 
 

2 Many the gifts, many the works, 
 one in the Lord of all.  Refrain 
 
3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
 gathered to one for all.  Refrain 
 
Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939 
Text © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 
NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used 
with permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 

Eat This Bread 
Jesus Christ, Bread of Life 

 

 "Eat this bread, drink this cup, 

 come to me and never be hungry. 

 Eat this bread, drink this cup, 

 trust in me and you will not thirst." 

 

Text: Taizé Community 

Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., 
agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 

 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Blessed be your name, O God, 
for we have feasted on your Word, 
Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts. 
Strengthened by this food, 
send us to gather the world to your banquet, 
where none are left out and all are satisfied. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
As we depart your house O God, you call us to have love for all. 
Guide us to live in the Spirit who made us your sons and daughters, in the love 
that made us sisters and brothers,  
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The God of glory, 

☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, 
and the Spirit who lives in you, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 796, vs. 1 & 2 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. God is at work in you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

How Firm a Foundation 
 
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the 

Lord, 
 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the 

Word! 
 What more can he say than to you he has 

said 
 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 
 
2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dis-

mayed, 
 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 
 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause 

you to stand, 
 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent 

hand." 
 

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway 
shall lie, 

 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your sup-
ply. 

 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 
 your dross to consume and your gold to 

refine." 
 
4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people 

shall prove 
 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 
 and then, when gray hairs shall their tem-

ples adorn, 
 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be 

borne." 
 
Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Janet Nichols, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

 

Family & friends:  

Janice, sister of Jenny Wheeler, 

Trae Allen, nephew of friend of Susan Fetsch,  

Family of Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Dr. Owens, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Family of Jonathon Paulsness, Great nephew of Mary 

& Jim Weeg, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


