
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, August 13, 2023 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

INTRODUCTION 

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound 
of sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out 
with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, 
we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In com-
forting words of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, 
God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The August Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch Program, chosen by  
Parish Ed. 
The flowers today are from Debbie & Joe VanKempen, in celebration of Debbie’s 75th Birthday. 
Happy Birthday, Debbie! 

 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
 
Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society 
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to become a 
nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War, and worked 
for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war nurse, and volunteered as a 
subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease. 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 526, vs. 1 & 2 

 Greeting page 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 203 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 204 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God our defender,  
storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your people 
from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the 
faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 First Reading: 1 Kings 19:9-18  
On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s 
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer si-
lence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand 
Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to 
anoint Elisha as his own successor. 

God Is Here! 
 
1 God is here! As we your people 
 meet to offer praise and prayer, 
 may we find in fuller measure 
 what it is in Christ we share. 
 Here, as in the world around us, 
 all our varied skills and arts 
 wait the coming of the Spirit 
 into open minds and hearts. 
 
2 Here are symbols to remind us 

 of our lifelong need of grace; 
 here are table, font, and pulpit; 
 here the cross has central place. 
 Here in honesty of preaching, 
 here in silence, as in speech, 
 here, in newness and renewal, 
 God the Spirit comes to each. 
 

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 
Text © 1979 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



9At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there.  
  Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Eli-
jah?” 10He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; 
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, 
to take it away.” 
 11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is 
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting 
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in 
the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earth-
quake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and 
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face 
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there 
came a voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, 
“I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with 
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 15Then 
the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; 
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall 
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the 
sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Eli-
sha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not 
bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.” 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 85:8-13  
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8) 
 
 8I will listen to what the Lord God is saying; 
  for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their 
hearts to you. 
 9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, 
  that your glory may dwell in our land.  
 10Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; 



  righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 
 11Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, 
  and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 
 12The Lord will indeed grant prosperity, 

  and our land will yield its increase. 
 13Righteousness shall go before the Lord 
  and shall prepare for God a pathway.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 10:5-15  
A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a 
gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed 
word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an 
indispensable component of God’s saving actions. 
 
5Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the 
person who does these things will live by them.” 6But the righteousness that 
comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heav-
en?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7“or ‘Who will descend into the 
abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8But what does it say?  
 “The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9because if you confess with your lips 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, 
you will be saved. 10For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one 
confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11The scripture says, “No one who be-
lieves in him will be put to shame.” 12For there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13For, 
“Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
 14But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how 
are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without someone to proclaim him? 15And how are they to proclaim him un-
less they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good news!” 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 14th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33  
Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who 
fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to 
the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and 
doubt. 
 
22[Jesus] made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side 
[of the Sea of Galilee], while he dismissed the crowds.23And after he had dis-
missed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening 
came, he was there alone, 24but by this 
time the boat, battered by the waves, was 
far from the land, for the wind was against 
them. 25And early in the morning he came 
walking toward them on the sea. 26But 
when the disciples saw him walking on the 
sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27But im-
mediately Jesus spoke to them and said, 
“Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 28Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, 
command me to come to you on the wa-
ter.” 29He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of 
the boat, started walking on the water, and 
came toward Jesus. 30But when he noticed the strong wind, he became fright-
ened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31Jesus immediately 
reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did 
you doubt?” 32When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33And those in the 
boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 756 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

Eternal Father, Strong to Save 
 
1 Eternal Father, strong to save, 
 whose arm has bound the restless 

wave, 
 who bade the mighty ocean deep 
 its own appointed limits keep: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
2 O Savior, whose almighty word 
 the winds and waves submissive 

heard, 
 who walked upon the foaming deep, 
 and calm amid the storm didst sleep: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 

 
3 O Holy Spirit, who didst brood 
 upon the chaos dark and rude, 
 and bid its angry tumult cease, 
 and give, for wild confusion, peace: 
 oh, hear us when we cry to thee 
 for those in peril on the sea. 
 
4 O Trinity of love and pow'r, 
 all trav'lers guard in danger's hour 
 from rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
 protect them wheresoe'er they go; 
 thus evermore shall rise to thee 
 glad hymns and praise from land and 

sea. 
 
Text: William Whiting, 1825-1878, alt. 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
God of grace and faith, your faithfulness is never-ending, and your righteousness 
becomes ours through Christ Jesus. Send the church to proclaim the gospel both 
near and far, in church buildings and on street corners, in person and through digi-
tal means. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of sky and sea, the plants, animals, mountains, and plains proclaim your glo-
ry. Prosper the work of ecologists as they teach us new ways to care for the envi-
ronment. Bring relief to areas recovering from natural disasters. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of peace and justice, you call us to live as your beloved community through-
out the world. Instill in local, regional, national, and global political and civic lead-
ers a desire to work for the well-being of all people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of care and compassion, you bring assurance when we are afraid. Bring calm 
to any who are anxious or fearful. Bless the work of therapists, nurses, and other 
health care providers. Comfort all who grieve and soothe any who are sick 
(especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of wonder, you accompany us in both joys and sorrows. We pray for children 
and teachers preparing for a new school year. Make your presence known in our 
work and play, in lively conversation and in quiet rest. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of new life, you send people to renew both church and society. We give you 
thanks for their lives of faithful service especially nursing pioneers Florence 
Nightingale and Clara Maass, whom the church remembers today as examples of 
following your call. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 



one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN ELW  485 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 

following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 

I Am the Bread of Life 
 
1 "I am the Bread of life. 
 You who come to me shall not hunger, 
 and who believe in me shall not thirst. 
 No one can come to me unless the Father 

beckons." 
 
Refrain 
 "And I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up, 
 and I will raise you up on the last day." 
 
2 "The bread that I will give 
 is my flesh for the life of the world, 
 and if you eat of this bread, 
 you shall live forever, you shall live forev-

er."  Refrain 
 
3 "Unless you eat 
 of the flesh of the Son of Man 

 and drink of his blood, 
 and drink of his blood, 
 you shall not have life within you."  Refrain 
 
4 "I am the resurrection, 
 I am the life. 
 If you believe in me, 
 even though you die, you shall live forev-

er."  Refrain 
 
5 Yes, Lord, I believe 
 that you are the Christ, 
 the Son of God, 
 who have come into the world.  Refrain 
 
Text: Suzanne Toolan, RSM, b. 1927, based on John 6 
Text © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 
S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 
800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 

will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 763, vs. 1 & 2 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

My Life Flows On in Endless Song 
 
1 My life flows on in endless song; 
 above earth's lamentation, 
 I catch the sweet, though far-off 

hymn 
 that hails a new creation. 
 
Refrain 
 No storm can shake my inmost calm 
 while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and 

earth, 
 how can I keep from singing? 
 
2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 
 I hear that music ringing. 
 It finds an echo in my soul. 
 How can I keep from singing?  Refrain 
 
 Songs in the night he giveth.  Refrain 
 
 Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 



St. Mark’s members: 

Ron Brown, 

Nancy Brown, 

Janet Nichols, 

Doug Campbell, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Paul Moore,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Shane Paulson,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

Madison Young  

 

Family & friends:  

Family of Jonathon Paulsness, Great nephew of Mary 

& Jim Weeg, 

Mike and Susan Becker, friends of St. Mark’s, 

Sheryl Aldersen, friend of Dale Albers, 

Elizabeth Applebaum, friend of Kathy Hinkle 

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Family of Peggy Stromsness, sister of John Bott, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Mariah, friend of the Bryer family, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Brian Czerw, friend of Barbara Strampe, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter,  

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Gibby, friend of the Bryers,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


