
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, July 9, 2023 

6th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

INTRODUCTION 

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Je-
sus associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, 
we struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
We gather to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are 
weary.” Gathered around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls. 

 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The July Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch Program, chosen by Parish 
Ed. 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 434, vs. 1-3 

 Greeting page 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 203 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 204 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
You are great,  
O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts 
are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon 
you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-12  
The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament and prosperity. 
Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are designated as “prisoners of 
hope.” 
 9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
  Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
 Lo, your king comes to you; 
  triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey, 
  on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 10He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 

Jesus Shall Reign 
  
1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
 does its successive journeys run; 
 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
 
2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 
 and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his name like sweet perfume shall rise 
 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 
 
3 People and realms of ev'ry tongue 
 dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
 and infant voices shall proclaim 
 their early blessings on his name. 
 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 



  and the war-horse from Jerusalem; 
 and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
  and he shall command peace to the nations; 
 his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
  and from the River to the ends of the earth. 
 
 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
  I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
  today I declare that I will restore to you double. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 145:8-14  
The Lord is gracious and full of compassion. (Ps. 145:8) 
 
 8The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 9Lord, you are good to all, 
  and your compassion is over all your works.  
 10All your works shall praise you, O Lord, 
  and your faithful ones shall bless you. 
 11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom 
  and speak of your power, 
 12that all people may know of your power 
  and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 
 13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures throughout 
 all ages. 
  You, Lord, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all your works. 
 14The Lord upholds all those who fall 
  and lifts up those who are bowed down.  
 
 
 
 



Second Reading: Romans 7:15-25a  
Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know good but do not do it 
and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus Christ, God has set us free 
from such a futile existence. 
 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 
17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 18For I know 
that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, 
but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do. 20Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 
dwells within me. 
 21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at 
hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I see in my mem-
bers another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law of 
sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me 
from this body of death? 25aThanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 11th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  
Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John the Bap-
tist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to receive what 
God has to offer. 
 
[Jesus spoke to the crowd saying:] 16“To what will I compare this generation? It is 
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to one another, 
 17‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
  we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 
18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; 19the 
Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunk-
ard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her 



deeds.” 
 25At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have re-
vealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me 
by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Fa-
ther, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 
anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
 28“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carry-
ing heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 612 

Healer of Our Every Ill 
 

Refrain 

 Healer of our ev'ry ill, 

 light of each tomorrow, 

 give us peace beyond our fear, 

 and hope beyond our sorrow. 

 

1 You who know our fears and sadness, 

 grace us with your peace and gladness; 

 Spirit of all comfort, fill our hearts.  Refrain 

 

2 In the pain and joy beholding 

 how your grace is still unfolding, 

 give us all your vision, God of love.  Refrain 

 

3 Give us strength to love each other, 

 ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother; 

 Spirit of all kindness, be our guide.  Refrain 

 

4 You who know each thought and feeling, 

 teach us all your way of healing; 

 Spirit of compassion, fill each heart.  Re-
frain 

 

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 

Text © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 
rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
God of the covenant, you call ministers to proclaim your gospel of grace through-
out the world. Inspire pastors, deacons, church musicians, and all ministers of 
your word as they carry out your work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all creation, you reveal your goodness through all you have made: rivers 
and seas, plants and animals, and endangered species. Prosper the work of con-
servation organizations, botanical gardens, zoos, and wildlife sanctuaries. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of the nations, you desire that all the peoples of the world live in peace. 
Guide government leaders at all levels—national, state/province, and local—to 
work for justice, mercy, and reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
God of compassion, you bring healing to those who are sick, consolation to those 
who are grieving, and well-being to those who are distraught. Send skilled caregiv-
ers to all in need (especially), and make your presence known among all who 
suffer. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of rejoicing, you have brought us together this day to worship around word 
and sacrament. Encourage children in their learning and growing, and watch over 
those who are absent today. Lead us all to places of renewal and refreshment. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of all faithfulness, through the witness of the faithful departed you reveal 
love in action. Embolden us by their example to build up the beloved community 
in all the contexts we encounter. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 



Holy, Holy pg. 207 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 
 
COMMUNION HYMN ELW  471 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 

 
2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 



SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 

following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 

Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 

will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 765 
 

 

Lord of All Hopefulness 
 
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 
 whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could 

destroy: 
 be there at our waking, and give us, we 

pray, 
 your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break 

of the day. 
 
2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane 
and the lathe: 
 be there at our labors, and give us, we 

pray, 
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the 
noon of the day. 

 
3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

 your hands swift to welcome, your arms to 
embrace: 

 be there at our homing, and give us, we 
pray, 

 your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of 
the day. 

 
4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 
 whose voice is contentment, whose pres-

ence is balm: 
 be there at our sleeping, and give us, we 

pray, 
 your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end 

of the day. 
 
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 
Text © Oxford University Press 1931. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



St. Mark’s members: 

Nancy Brown, 

Janet Nichols, 

Doug Campbell, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Paul Moore,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Shane Paulson,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

Madison Young  

 

Family & friends:  

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny 

Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Family of Peggy Stromsness, sister of John Bott, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Mariah, friend of the Bryer family, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Brian Czerw, friend of Barbara Strampe, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daugh-

ter,  

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grand-

son,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Gibby, friend of the Bryers,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade 

Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-

art,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-

lies,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-

son,  

,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


