
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, July 23, 2023 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

INTRODUCTION 

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the 
wheat and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. 
With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and 
suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in 
the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of 
justice and mercy. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The July Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch Program, chosen by Parish 
Ed. 
The flowers today are from Don and Janet Anderson, in celebration of their 61st wedding  
anniversary. Happy Anniversary!  
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Commemorations 
Birgitta of Sweden, renewer of the church, died 1373 
Birgitta married at age thirteen and had four daughters. Widowed at age thirty-eight, she 
gave all that she owned to the poor, and founded a community of monks and nuns led by a 
woman. Her work is continued today by the Society of St. Birgitta. 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 842, vs. 1 & 2 

 Greeting page 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 203 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 204 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Faithful God,  
most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and compassion. 
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the 
way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8  
There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come 
to pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed. 
 
 6Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, 
  and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: 
 I am the first and I am the last; 
  besides me there is no god. 
 7Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, 
  let them declare and set it forth before me. 
 Who has announced from of old the things to come? 
  Let them tell us what is yet to be. 
 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 

Oh, Worship the King 
 
1 Oh, worship the King, all-glorious above. 
 Oh, gratefully sing God's power and love; 
 our shield and defender, the Ancient of 

Days, 
 pavilioned in splendor, and girded with 

praise. 

 
2 The earth with its store of wonders untold, 
 Almighty, your pow'r has founded of old; 
 established it fast by a changeless decree, 
 and round it has cast, like a mantle, the 

sea. 
 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779-1838, alt. 



  have I not told you from of old and declared it? 
  You are my witnesses! 
 Is there any god besides me? 
  There is no other rock; I know not one. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 86:11-17  
Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth. (Ps. 86:11) 
 
 11Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth; 
  give me an undivided heart to revere your name. 
 12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart, 
  and glorify your name forevermore.  
 13For great is your love toward me; 
  you have delivered me from the pit of death. 
 14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people seeks 
 my life; 
  they have not set you before their eyes. 
 15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion, 
  slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth. 
 16Turn to me and have mercy on me; 
  give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid. 
 17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be 
 put to shame; 
  because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25  
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which 
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and 
gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to 
death and decay. 
 
12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spir-



it you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by 
the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery 
to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 
with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 
longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected 
to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 
21that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain 
the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole crea-
tion has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but 
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait 
for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope 
for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43  
Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s 
judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of hu-
man history. 
 
24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in 
his field;25but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26So when 
the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as 
well. 27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 



‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds 
come from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, 
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gather-
ing the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them 
grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect 
the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.’ ” 

 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples ap-
proached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He 
answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the 
world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the chil-
dren of the evil one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is 
the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected 
and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will 
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all 
evildoers, 42and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Len Dale 
SERMON   Pastor Len Dale 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 550 

 

On What Has Now Been Sown 
 
1 On what has now been sown 
 your blessing, Lord, bestow; 
 the pow'r is yours alone 
 to make it sprout and grow. 
 O Lord, in grace the harvest raise, 
 and yours alone shall be the praise! 
 
2 To you our wants are known, 
 from you are all our pow'rs; 
 accept what is your own 

 and pardon what is ours. 
 Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive 
 and to your word a blessing give. 
 
3 Oh, grant that each of us, 
 now met before you here, 
 may meet together thus 
 when you and yours appear, 
 and follow you to heav'n, our home. 
 E'en so, Amen! Lord Jesus, come! 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt. 



APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you call your church to announce the gospel of reconciliation and truth 
both near and far. Guide your church as it seeks your wisdom and shares it, 
trusting your Spirit bearing witness among us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You brought forth all creation and called it good. Direct policymakers to protect 
lands and seas. Bring rain to sun-parched fields and protect areas impacted by 
natural disasters (especially). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You desire peace among nations and peoples. Guard our neighborhoods from ha-
tred, watch over police officers and firefighters, and teach us to advocate for 
those who live in fear. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



You are gracious and merciful, comforting those who suffer any affliction 
(especially). Sustain your people living with HIV/ AIDS, provide shelter for all who 
are unhoused, and release any who are unjustly imprisoned. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You name each of us as your children. Guide our hospitality ministry to welcome 
all, our education ministry to equip us for faithful living, and our social ministry to 
enact the gospel in our community. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
You send faithful people to proclaim freedom from bondage and to renew your 
church. Encourage us by the witness of the faithful departed including Birgitta of 
Sweden, whom the church commemorates today, so that we live into that same 
hope. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 
 
COMMUNION HYMN ELW  759 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
1 My faith looks up to thee, 
 thou Lamb of Calvary, 
 Savior divine! 
 Now hear me while I pray, 
 take all my guilt away, 
 oh, let me from this day 
 be wholly thine! 
 
2 May thy rich grace impart 
 strength to my fainting heart, 
 my zeal inspire; 
 as thou hast died for me, 
 oh, may my love to thee 
 pure, warm, and changeless be, 
 a living fire! 

 
3 While life's dark maze I tread 
 and griefs around me spread, 
 be thou my guide; 
 bid darkness turn to day, 
 wipe sorrow's tears away, 
 nor let me ever stray 
 from thee aside. 
 
4 When ends life's transient dream, 
 when death's cold, sullen stream 
 shall o'er me roll; 
 blest Savior, then, in love 
 fear and distrust remove; 
 oh, bear me safe above, 
 a ransomed soul! 
 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 



Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 

following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 

Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 

will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 631 

 

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
 Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! 
 Fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
 all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
 pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
 enter ev'ry trembling heart. 
 
2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit 
 into ev'ry troubled breast; 
 let us all in thee inherit; 
 let us find thy promised rest. 
 Take away the love of sinning; 
 Alpha and Omega be; 
 end of faith, as its beginning, 
 set our hearts at liberty. 
 

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; 
 let us all thy life receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 
 nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
 serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee without ceasing, 
 glory in thy perfect love. 
 
4 Finish then thy new creation, 
 pure and spotless let us be; 
 let us see thy great salvation 
 perfectly restored in thee! 
 Changed from glory into glory, 
 till in heav'n we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
 lost in wonder, love, and praise! 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788 



 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



St. Mark’s members: 

Ron Brown, 

Nancy Brown, 

Janet Nichols, 

Doug Campbell, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Paul Moore,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Shane Paulson,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

Madison Young  

 

Family & friends:  

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny 

Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Family of Peggy Stromsness, sister of John Bott, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Mariah, friend of the Bryer family, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Brian Czerw, friend of Barbara Strampe, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daugh-

ter,  

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grand-

son,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Gibby, friend of the Bryers,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade 

Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-

art,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-

lies,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-

son,  

,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


