
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, July 16, 2023 

7th Sunday after Pentecost 

  

INTRODUCTION 

God’s word is like the rain that waters the earth and brings forth vegetation. It is 
also like the sower who scatters seed indiscriminately. Our lives are like seeds 
sown in the earth. Even from what appears to be little, dormant, or dead, God 
promises a harvest. At the Lord’s table we are fed with the bread of life, that we 
may bear fruit in the world. 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The July Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch Program, chosen by Parish 
Ed. 
The flowers today are from Donna Fluck, in memory of Barry on their anniversary. 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
who greets us in this and every season, 
whose word never fails, 
whose promise is sure. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of our neighbors. 
Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have hurt our community. 
We have squandered your blessings. 
We have hoarded your bounty. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Righteous God, 
we confess that we have sinned. 
We have failed to be honest. 
We have lacked the courage to speak. 
We have spoken falsely. 
In the name of Jesus, 
forgive us and grant us your mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. 
God offers boundless grace when we fail. 
Claim the gift of God’s mercy: 
you are freed and forgiven 

in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 533, vs. 1 & 2 

 Greeting page 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 203 
HYMN OF PRAISE page 204 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God,  
we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 
us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13  
God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. 
Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains 
and by trees that clap their hands. 
 
 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
 
1 Open now thy gates of beauty, 
 Zion, let me enter there, 
 where my soul in joyful duty 
 waits for God who answers prayer. 
 Oh, how blessed is this place, 
 filled with solace, light, and grace! 
 

2 Gracious God, I come before thee; 
 come thou also unto me; 
 where we find thee and adore thee, 
 there a heav'n on earth must be. 
 To my heart, oh, enter thou, 
 let it be thy temple now! 
 
Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine 
Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. 



  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 12For you shall go out in joy, 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 
 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
 
Psalm: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13  
Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 
 
[ 1You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 
  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 
 2To you, the one who answers prayer, 
  to you all flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are stronger than we are, 
  but you blot out our transgressions. 
 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 
  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your 
 temple.  
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salva
 tion, 
  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 
 6You make firm the mountains by your power; 
  you are girded about with might. 
 7You still the roaring of the seas, 
  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 
 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous 
 signs; 



  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  
]  9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the 
 river of God is full of water. 
  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 
 10You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year with your goodness, 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 
 12May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them
 selves with grain; 
  let them shout for joy and sing.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11  
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accom-
plish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-
dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and 
gives us the promise of resurrected life. 
 
1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For 
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 
of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: 
by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he con-
demned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those 
who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 
those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh can-
not please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 



dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bod-
ies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 205 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 13th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23  
In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 
proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a mem-
orable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in 
those who hear. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, say-
ing: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the 
path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 
depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no 
root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
 18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When 
anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 
what was sown on the path. 20As for what was 
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy; 
21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 
for a while, and when trouble or persecution 
arises on account of the word, that person im-



mediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who 
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, 
and it yields nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case 
a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 663 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word 
 
1 Spread, oh, spread, almighty Word, 
 spread the reign of God the Lord. 
 Send forth our Creator's call, 
 heaven's gifts extend to all. 
 
2 Tell of our Redeemer's grace, 
 who, to save our human race 
 and to pay rebellion's price, 
 gave himself as sacrifice. 
 
3 Tell of God the Spirit giv'n 
 now to guide us on to heav'n, 

 strong and holy, just and true, 
 working both to will and do. 
 
4 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 
 rouse to action heart and mind; 
 let the gath'ring nations all 
 see your light and heed your call. 
 
Text: Jonathan F. Bahnmaier, 1774-1841; tr. Lutheran Book 
of Worship, alt. 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 

 



and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, those in need, and all of creation. 
A brief silence. 
Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good 
soil. Direct your people to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout 
the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and 
fields to grow, protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the 
need to be good stewards. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for justice 
in the courts, advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to work on 
behalf of the common good. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Heal those who are sick, O God (especially). Guide health care workers to care for 
those who suffer, scientists to conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to care 
for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who travel 
near and far, accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our faith. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love, 
whose confidence in the resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the gospel. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the 
one who reconciled all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
All people are called to Christ’s table. 
Come, eat what is good. 
 
COMMUNION   
 
COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 
 
 



COMMUNION HYMN ELW  781 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We thank you, generous God, 
for the refreshment we have received 
at your banquet table. 
Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, 
through the one who is our dearest treasure, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 

following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 

Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 

will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Children of the Heavenly Father 
Tryggare kan ingen vara 
 
 Tryggare kan ingen vara 
 än Guds lilla barna skara, 
 stjärnan ej på himlafästet, 
 fågeln ej i kända nästet. 
 
1 Children of the heav'nly Father 
 safely in his bosom gather; 
 nestling bird nor star in heaven 
 such a refuge e'er was given. 
 
2 God his own doth tend and nourish, 
 in his holy courts they flourish. 
 From all evil things he spares them, 
 in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 
 from the Lord his children sever; 
 unto them his grace he showeth, 
 and their sorrows all he knoweth. 
 
4 Though he giveth or he taketh, 
 God his children ne'er forsaketh; 
 his the loving purpose solely 
 to preserve them pure and holy. 
 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 
1870-1958 
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in 
America, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



BLESSING 
The God who calls across the cosmos 
and speaks in the smallest seed 

☩ bless, keep, and sustain you 
now and to the end of the age. 
Amen. 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 547 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Sent Forth by God's Blessing 
 
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 
 our true faith confessing, 
 the people of God from this dwelling take 

leave. 
 The supper is ended. 
 Oh, now be extended 
 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 
 The seed of Christ's teaching, 
 receptive souls reaching, 
 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
 Your grace shall incite us, 
 your love shall unite us 
 to work for your kingdom and answer your 

call. 
 
2 With praise and thanksgiving 
 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 
 in love ever caring, 
 embracing God's children, the whole human 
race. 
 With your feast you feed us, 
 with your light now lead us; 
 unite us as one in this life that we share. 
 Then may all the living 
 with praise and thanksgiving 
 give honor to Christ and his name that we 
bear. 
 
Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt. 
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., 
Suite 400, Franklin Park, IL 60131. All rights reserved. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 

 



St. Mark’s members: 

Nancy Brown, 

Janet Nichols, 

Doug Campbell, 

Sheila Mutschelknaus,  

Paul Moore,  

Barbara Strampe,  

Ruth Ann Hackler,  

Chuck Vandenberg,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

George McElroy,  

Shane Paulson,  

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer,  

Madison Young  

 

Family & friends:  

Charles, brother of Joe VanKempen, 

Scott, son-in-law of Jane & Mike Scherrer, 

Hugo B Gibson, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Kai son Davis, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Cameron Leckliter, neighbor of Ginny 

Schwartzbeck, 

Alyssa, niece-in-law of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Family of Peggy Stromsness, sister of John Bott, 

Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens, 

Mariah, friend of the Bryer family, 

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Brian Czerw, friend of Barbara Strampe, 

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle, 

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,  

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,  

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daugh-

ter,  

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,  

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,  

Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe,  

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,  

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grand-

son,  

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,  

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,  

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,  

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,  

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,  

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,  

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,  

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,  

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,  

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Gibby, friend of the Bryers,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade 

Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stew-

art,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-

lies,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters  

Those in the Military:  

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-

son,  

,  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638-9331 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


