St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 21, 2023
Seventh Sunday of Easter

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in
the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world.
In today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name.
Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had
with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world,
eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family.

EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The May Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe homeless youth, chosen by our Confirmation class.
The flowers today are in celebration of John & Marge Bott’s 55th wedding anniversary. Happy anniversary!

Commemoration

Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330

Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) lived an exemplary life of faith. She is also re-
membered for traveling through Palestine building churches on the sites she believed to be associated with
Christ's life.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 796, vs. 1 & 2

How Firm a Foundation 2 "Fear not, | am with you, oh, be not dis-
mayed,
1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the for | am your God and will still give you aid;
Lord, I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause
is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the you to stand,
Word! upheld by my righteous, omnipotent
What more can he say than to you he has hand."
said

who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?  Text:J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt.

Greeting page 138
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE Pg.138
HYMN OF PRAISE page 140
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of glory,
your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us
with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be
drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14

Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of
the Spirit on Pentecost. These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his
disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which he promises that they will receive
the power of the Holy Spirit.

“When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” "He replied, “It is not for you to
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. “But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”



"When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took
him out of their sight. ‘“While he was going and they were gazing up toward
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. "'They said, “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into
heaven.”

"“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. ""When they had entered the city, they
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James,
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Al-
phaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. “All these were constant-
ly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary
the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Sing to God, who rides upon the clouds. (Ps. 68:4)

'Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered:;
let those who hate God flee.
’As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away;
as the wax melts before the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of
God.
“But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God;
let them also be merry and joyful.
“Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name; exalt the one who rides the clouds;
| AM is that name, rejoice before God!
’In your holy habitation, O God,
you are a father to orphans, defender of widows;
°you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom;
but the rebels shall live in desert places.
0 God, when you went forth before your people,
when you marched through the wilderness,
“the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain, at the presence of God,



the God of Sinai,
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.
“You sent a bountiful rain, O God;
you restored your inheritance when it languished.
"“Your people found their home in it;
in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.
*’Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth;
sing praises to the Lord.
**You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens;
you send forth your voice, your mighty voice.
**Ascribe power to God,
whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies.
*’How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel,
giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God!

Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Neverthe-
less, we are to resist the designs of evil when we experience disparagement from
others because we trust God’s grace will strengthen and guide us.

"’Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. ““But rejoice in-
sofar as you are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout
for joy when his glory is revealed. "“If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you
are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on
you.

*°Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may
exalt you in due time. 'Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you.
“Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil
prowls around, looking for someone to devour. “Resist him, steadfast in your faith,
for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the
same kinds of suffering. "’And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of
all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore,



support, strengthen, and establish you. ''To him be the power forever and ever.
Amen.
The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 142
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 17th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 17:1-11
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that
those who continue his work in this world will live in unity.

"After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you,
“since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. *And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. ‘I glorified you on earth by
finishing the work that you gave me to do. So now, Father, glorify me in your own
presence with the glory that | had in your presence before the world existed.

°“| have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world.
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. "Now
they know that everything you have given me is from you; “for the words that you
gave to me | have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth
that | came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. ’I am asking on
their behalf; | am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom
you gave me, because they are yours. '“All mine are yours, and yours are mine;
and | have been glorified in them. ""And now | am no longer in the world, but they
are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father,
protect them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one, as we are one.”




CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

BLESSING OF GRADUATES

Audrey Bonham Allison Schmideskamp
Erica Bryerwell Paige Schmideskamp
Austin Heisinger Ben Wacklera

Audrey Mundil Dylan Weeg

In the gathering rite or following the hymn of the day, the presiding minister ad-
dresses the assembly.

We are delighted to recognize high school graduates of name of congregation to-
day. It is our privilege to affirm these members of our congregation who have
completed one phase of their lives and move with great expectations to another.

The presiding minister addresses the graduates.
Graduates, please stand as your names are read.

An assisting minister reads the graduates’' names.

The presiding minister addresses the graduates.

Graduates, as you celebrate your achievements and prepare
to begin new endeavors, be mindful of your grounding in
faith, and of your vocation to serve God in all your life's
work and accomplishments.

Let us pray.

Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks
especially for the milestones that name/s have attained. As they begin new phas-
es of their lives, may they also know your love and experience your peace in all
the experiences they encounter. Bless also the parents of these students, who
have raised their children and nourished them in the Christian faith. Give them
strength in your continuing presence and give them many joyful reunions with
their sons and daughters, who may be leaving home soon to begin new and varied
ventures, through Jesus Christ our Lord.



Amen.

The service continues with gathering song or the prayer s of intercession.

At the sending, before the blessing, graduates and their parents may gather with
the ministers at the font. Parents may place a hand on the shoulders of their chil-
dren. The assembly may be invited to extend a hand in blessing as the presiding
minister prays for God's blessing in these or similar words.

Go out into the world in peace;
be of good courage;

hold to what is good;

return no one evil for evil;
strengthen the faint-hearted;
support the weak;

help the suffering;

honor all people;

love and serve our God,
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The service concludes with the blessing and the dismissal.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2012 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #20775.




HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 579

Lord, You Give the Great Commission

1 Lord, you give the great commission:
"Heal the sick and preach the word."
Lest the church neglect its mission,
and the gospel go unheard,
help us witness to your purpose
with renewed integrity:

Refrain
With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us
for the work of ministry.

2 Lord, you call us to your service:
"In my name baptize and teach."
That the world may trust your promise,
life abundant meant for each,
give us all new fervor, draw us
closer in community: Refrain

3 Lord, you make the common holy:
"This my body, this my blood."
Let us all, for earth's true glory,

daily lift life heavenward,
asking that the world around us
share your children's liberty: Refrain

4 Lord, you show us love's true measure:
"Father, what they do, forgive."
Yet we hoard as private treasure
all that you so freely give.
May your care and mercy lead us
to a just society: Refrain

5 Lord, you bless with words assuring:
"I am with you to the end."
Faith and hope and love restoring,
may we serve as you intend
and, amid the cares that claim us,
hold in mind eternity: Refrain

Text: Jeffery Rowthorn, b. 1934

Text © 1978 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL

60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or

valid license from copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God of harmony, as you drew your Son to your side, you draw us to you and unite
us with the planet and one another. Weave your church together in a web of mu-
tual love for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over all
that you have made. Bless the water that sustains the planet and grant wisdom to
use it wisely. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.



You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge activists and or-
ganizers, teachers and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a message of
peace and justice. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering isola-
tion, especially exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all held fast by
systemic oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or suffering from ill-
ness (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding your
abundant gifts. Guide this congregation’s leaders as they seek your will. We pray
for our staff and council. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks for Helena and all
your saints who have given us glimpses of your redeeming love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,

And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.



Holy, Holy pg. 144

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ,

broken and poured out for you.
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 146
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 810

O Jesus, | Have Promised

1 O lJesus, | have promised
to serve you to the end;
remain forever near me,
my master and my friend.
| shall not fear the battle
if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway
if you will be my guide.

2 Oh, let me feel you near me;
the world is ever near.
| see the sights that dazzle,
the tempting sounds | hear.
My foes are ever near me,
around me and within;
but, Jesus, then draw nearer
to shield my soul from sin.

Oh, let me hear you speaking
in accents clear and still

above the storms of passion,
the murmurs of self-will.

Now speak to reassure me,

to hasten or control;

now speak and make me listen,
O Guardian of my soul.

O Jesus, you have promised
to all who follow you

that where you are in glory
your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, | have promised
to serve you to the end;

oh, give me grace to follow,
my master and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 1816-1874, alt.

ELW 501

Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus

Come with us, O blessed Jesus,
with us evermore to be.

And, in leaving now thine altar,
let us nevermore leave thee!

Let thy bright celestial chorus
never cease the heav'nly strain;
but in us, thy loving children,

come with peace, good will to reign.

Text: John Henry Hopkins Jr., 1820-1891



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

Life-giving God,

In the mystery of Christ's resurrection, you send light to conquer darkness.
water to give life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.

Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection,

that we may show your glory to all the world,

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

BLESSING

The God of all,

who raised [ Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 855,vs. 1 & 2

Crown Him with Many Crowns 2 Crown him the virgin's Son,
the God incarnate born,
1 Crown him with many crowns, whose arm those crimson trophies won
the Lamb upon his throne; which now his brow adorn;
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns fruit of the mystic rose,
all music but its own. yet of that rose the stem,
Awake, my soul, and sing the root whence mercy ever flows,
of him who died for thee, the babe of Bethlehem.
and hail him as thy matchless king ‘
through all eternity. $Ex.t: Matthew Bridges, 1800-1894, sts. 1-3, 5; Godfrey
ring, 1823-1903, st. 4

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna Fluck,

Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Paul Moore,

Barbara Strampe,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Family of Peggy Stromsness, sister of John Bott,
Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens,

Mariah, friend of the Bryer family,

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Drake Whittle, friend of Joni Benz,

Brian Czerw, friend of Barbara Strampe,

Family of Donna Fluck,

Dan & Ashly, brother & sister-in-law of Amanda Sib-
son,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Alyssa Lillich & her baby, Granddaughter-in-law of
Jane Stresewski,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Quinn, granddaughter of Mike and Jane Scherrer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter,
Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara
Strampe,

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts,

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Gibby, friend of the Bryers,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,



