St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, May 14, 2023
Sixth Sunday of Easter

A

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to
abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost draws near, we are re-
minded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. We receive this
Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit
will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.

EASTER PROCLAMATION

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed!

Christ is Risen! Christ is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The May Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe homeless youth, chosen by our Confirmation class.

Commemoration

Matthias, Apostle

Matthias was the apostle added to the Twelve after Jesus' resurrection, as a replacement for
the dead Judas Iscariot. He had traveled among the followers of Jesus throughout the Lord's
ministry. Formerly commemorated on February 24, Matthias's celebration is moved to May
14 in agreement with most Western calendars.



PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 631, vs. 1 &2

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, let us all in thee inherit;
Joy of heav'n, to earth come down! let us find thy promised rest.
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, Take away the love of sinning;
all thy faithful mercies crown. Alpha and Omega be;
Jesus, thou art all compassion, end of faith, as its beginning,
pure, unbounded love thou art; set our hearts at liberty.
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart. Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788

Greeting page 138
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE Pg.138
HYMN OF PRAISE page 140
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and ever-living God,
you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive
the prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of your truth
and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CHOIR 'Down To The River To Pray', arr. McDonald.
First Reading: Acts 17:22-31
In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know
nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown
god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the
world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead.

“’Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, | see how extremely
religious you are in every way. ““For as | went through the city and looked carefully
at the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the inscription,
‘To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to
you. ““The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heav-



en and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, “’nor is he served
by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all
mortals life and breath and all things. “°From one ancestor he made all nations to
inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the
boundaries of the places where they would live, *’so that they would search for
God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from
each one of us. “°For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some
of your own poets have said,

‘For we too are his offspring.’
*’Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. **While
God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people
everywhere to repent, *'because he has fixed a day on which he will have the
world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. (Ps. 66:8)

“Bless our God, you peoples;
let the sound of praise be heard.
°Our God has kept us among the living
and has not allowed our feet to slip.
““For you, O God, have tested us;
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
"'You brought us into the net;
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
"You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water,
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
I will enter your house with burnt offerings
and will pay you my vows—
“those that | promised with my lips
and spoke with my mouth when | was in trouble.
"1 will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams;



| will give you oxen and goats.
®Come and listen, all you who believe,
and | will tell you what God has done for me.
"I called out to God with my mouth,
and praised the Lord with my tongue.
"If | had cherished evil in my heart,
the Lord would not have heard me;
“but in truth God has heard me
and has attended to the sound of my prayer.
““Blessed be God, who has not rejected my pravyer,
nor withheld unfailing love from me.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of
defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance
with what is right.

“Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? "“But even if you do
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do
not be intimidated, "’but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to
make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope
that is in you; "°yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good con-
duct in Christ may be put to shame. "'For it is better to suffer for doing good, if
suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. "*For Christ also
suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring
you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, "’in
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, “’who in for-
mer times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during
the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through
water. “*And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, ““who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand
of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 142
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 14th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:15-21

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedi-
ence to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forev-
er.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “““If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
"®And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you
forever. ''This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and
he will be in you.

"« will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. "’In a little while the world
will no longer see me, but you will see me; because | live, you also will live. °On
that day you will know that | am in my Father, and you in me, and | in you. *'They
who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those
who love me will be loved by my Father, and | will love them and reveal myself to
them.”

154

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Dan Baldwin
SERMON Pastor Dan Baldwin



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 449
We Know That Christ Is Raised

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no
more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful
hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Hallelujah!

2 We share by water in his saving death.
Reborn, we share with him an Easter life,
as living members of our Savior Christ.
Hallelujah!

3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with
life.
The Spirit's fission shakes the church of

God.

Baptized, we live with God the Three in
One.

Hallelujah!

4 A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and
blood.

The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!

Text: John B. Geyer, b. 1932
Text © John B. Geyer

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or
valid license from copyright administrator.

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the scriptures;

he ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,

and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God our faithful companion, you promise to never leave us and to send your Spirit
to guide us in wisdom and truth. Send your people into the world to serve as mir-
rors that reflect and magnify your love. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

All the earth sings praises to you. Grant your care to the creatures, plants, and
places that are suffering, and equip us to respond to their song. Make us agents of
restoration and refreshment for all your beloved creation. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You call all people of the world your children. Judge the nations justly, show mercy
to all who are oppressed, and speak truth to power through your prophets. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Nurturing Lord, you sent your Spirit to grant us peace. Make your presence known
to those who feel abandoned or alone, and to all who are sick or grieving



(especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You hold us in your loving care. We pray for mothers and mother figures. Console
all who long to be mothers, children estranged from their mothers, anyone griev-
ing the death of a mother, and mothers who have lost a child. Support all for
whom this day is difficult. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Almighty God, you give life and breath to all things. We give thanks for the apostle
Matthias and all your saints (especially). Sustain us by your love until we join the
saints in glory. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to
you, almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
Holy, Holy pg. 144
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and know Christ,

broken and poured out for you.
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 146

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 638

Blessed Assurance

1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

3

Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. Refrain

Perfect submission, all is at rest;

| in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.
Refrain

Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

ELW 742

What a Friend We Have in Jesus

1 What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit;
oh, what needless pain we bear--
all because we do not carry
ev'rything to God in prayer!

2 Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our ev'ry weakness--
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy-laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--

take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

Text: Joseph Scriven, 1820-1886

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Gracious God,

in you we live and move and have our being.
With your word and this meal of grace,

you have nourished our life together.
Strengthen us to show your love

and serve the world in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

SENDING

Life-giving God,

In the mystery of Christ's resurrection, you send light to conquer darkness.
water to give life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.

Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection,

that we may show your glory to all the world,

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

BLESSING

The God of all,

who raised 1 Jesus from the dead,

bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit
to live in the new creation.

Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 840, vs. 1 & 2

Now Thank We All Our God

1 Now thank we all our God
with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms,
has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

2 Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us all in grace,

and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm
in this world and the next.

All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,

the Son, and Spirit blest,

who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,

whom earth and heav'n adore;
for thus it was, is now,

and shall be evermore.

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Catherine Wink-
worth, 1827-1878

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Risen One.

Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna Fluck,

Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Paul Moore,

Barbara Strampe,
Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
George McElroy,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Family of Peggy Stromsness, sister of John Bott,
Tim Sullivan, friend of the VanKempens,

Mariah, friend of the Bryer family,

Stan, friend of Pete Cagle,

Drake Whittle, friend of Joni Benz,

Brian Czerw, friend of Barbara Strampe,

Family of Donna Fluck,

Dan & Ashly, brother & sister-in-law of Amanda Sib-
son,

Chris, brother of Pete Cagle,

Alyssa Lillich & her baby, Granddaughter-in-law of
Jane Stresewski,

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Quinn, granddaughter of Mike and Jane Scherrer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter,
Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara
Strampe,

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts,

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Gibby, friend of the Bryers,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,



