
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, March 5, 2023  

 Second Sunday in Lent  

INTRODUCTION 

During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at 
the Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of 
water and Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God 
made a covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with 
Christ to new life. From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all 
the world. 
                                         
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS 
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch program, chosen by  the 
3rd and 4th grade class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 

☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 767, vs. 1 & 3 

Greeting page 156 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 156 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God,  
our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live 
as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we 
may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
CHOIR ‘I will Lift Up Mine Eyes’, by Young  

 
First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a  
God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the 
families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they 
are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation. 
 
1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your fa-
ther’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I 

Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 
 
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me 
 upon life's way; 
 direct, protect, and feed me 
 from day to day. 
 Without your grace and favor 
 I go astray; 
 so take my hand, O Savior, 
 and lead the way. 
 
3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen 
 and night has come, 

 I know that you will strengthen 
 my steps toward home, 
 then nothing can impede me, 
 O blessed Friend! 
 So, take my hand and lead me 
 unto the end. 
 

Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825-1901; tr. Lutheran Book of 
Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg 
Fortress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 4aSo Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. 

 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 
Psalm: Psalm 121  
I lift up my eyes to the hills; my help comes from the Lord. (Ps. 121:1, 2) 
 
 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes from the Lord, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3The Lord will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5the Lord watches over you; 
  the Lord is your shade at your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7The Lord will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17  
In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with 
God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God’s promis-
es. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because we too 
trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead. 
 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the 
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, 
but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, 
and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are 



not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to one who without works trusts 
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 

 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 
to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there viola-
tion. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of 
us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the pres-
ence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into ex-
istence the things that do not exist. 

 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 160 
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 3rd Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
Gospel: John 3:1-17  
A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. 
Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the pres-
ence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the king-
dom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that 
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, 
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, 



and yet you do not understand these things? 
 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know 
and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not re-
ceive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if 
I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has as-
cended into heaven except the one who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in 
him may have eternal life. 
 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

 
SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen 
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 613 

Thy Holy Wings 
 
1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 
 spread gently over me, 
 and let me rest securely 
 through good and ill in thee. 
 Oh, be my strength and portion, 
 my rock and hiding place, 
 and let my ev'ry moment 
 be lived within thy grace. 
 
2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 
 within thy downy breast 
 where I will find sweet comfort 
 and peace within thy nest. 
 Oh, close thy wings around me 
 and keep me safely there, 

 for I am but a newborn 
 and need thy tender care. 
 
3 Oh, wash me in the waters 
 of Noah's cleansing flood. 
 Give me a willing spirit, 
 a heart both clean and good. 
 Oh, take into thy keeping 
 thy children great and small, 
 and while we sweetly slumber, 
 enfold us one and all. 
 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903, sts. 1, 3; Gracia 
Grindal, b. 1943, st. 2; tr. composite 
Text © 1983 Gracia Grindal, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., 
agent. www.selahpub.com 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
of creation. 
A brief silence. 
O God, you so love your church. Raise up leaders who care for your people. Bless 
lay theologians, seminary and college professors, and all who are called to the 
ministry of teaching, that they form and inspire us for the work of the gospel. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your creation. Breathe new life into our planetary home. Guide 
the work of researchers, scientists, and activists who love your earth and who in-
spire us to care for the natural world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love the world. Uphold leaders who resist tyranny and oppression. 
Strengthen organizations that promote peace and harmony (especially). Direct 
their work to alleviate human suffering and to address its root causes. Merciful 



God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your people. Draw near to all who live with mental illness, de-
pression, or addiction, and accompany them in healing and recovery. Hear the 
cries of those who look to you in their distress (especially). Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your children. Bless the young in our midst, and delight us with 
their joy, wonder, and curiosity. Revive our ministries with children and youth and 
equip us all for faithful discipleship. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
O God, you so love your saints. As our ancestors in the faith have been a blessing 
to us, so inspire us by their example of holy living to be a blessing to those who 
come after us. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise 
to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 162 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 



COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 164 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 759 

ELW 471 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 

Let Us Break Bread Together 
 
1 Let us break bread together on our knees; 
 let us break bread together on our knees. 
 
Refrain 
 When I fall on my knees, 
 with my face to the rising sun, 
 O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

2 Let us drink wine together on our knees; 
 let us drink wine together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
3 Let us praise God together on our knees; 
 let us praise God together on our knees.  

Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual 

My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
 
1 My faith looks up to thee, 
 thou Lamb of Calvary, 
 Savior divine! 
 Now hear me while I pray, 
 take all my guilt away, 
 oh, let me from this day 
 be wholly thine! 
 
2 May thy rich grace impart 
 strength to my fainting heart, 
 my zeal inspire; 
 as thou hast died for me, 
 oh, may my love to thee 
 pure, warm, and changeless be, 
 a living fire! 
 

3 While life's dark maze I tread 
 and griefs around me spread, 
 be thou my guide; 
 bid darkness turn to day, 
 wipe sorrow's tears away, 
 nor let me ever stray 
 from thee aside. 
 
4 When ends life's transient dream, 
 when death's cold, sullen stream 
 shall o'er me roll; 
 blest Savior, then, in love 
 fear and distrust remove; 
 oh, bear me safe above, 
 a ransomed soul! 
 
Text: Ray Palmer, 1808-1887 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
God, the giver of love, 

☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  660, vs. 1 & 4 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 

Lift High the Cross 
 
Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ pro-

claim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 
1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain 

trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  

Refrain 
 
2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 
 bear on their brows the seal of him who 

died.  Refrain 

 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  

Refrain 
 
4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. New-
bolt, 1874-1956 
Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or 
valid license from copyright administrator. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Sheila Mutschelknaus, 

Paul Moore, 

Barbara Strampe, 

The Wackerla family, 

Kathy Hinkle, 

Ruth Ann Hackler, 

Lisa Dahn, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg, 

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

Donna Nichols, 

Donna Frenzl, 

George McElroy, 

Pete and Linda Cagle, 

Shane Paulson, 

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer, 

Madison Young 

 

Family & friends: 

Family of Jean Spreen, Hackler family member, 

Quinn, granddaughter of Mike and Jane Scherrer, 

Family of Lillian, niece of Tom Bryer, 

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle, 

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter, 

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz, 

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson, 

Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Ed Colson, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg, 

Cindy Campbell, sister of Joni Benz, 

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe, 

John, brother of Ken Griffitt, 

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer, 

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson, 

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts, 

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers, 

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz, 

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer, 

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler, 

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle, 

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail, 

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe, 

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe, 

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart, 

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters 

 

Those in the Military:  
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson, 
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


