St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 19, 2023

Fourth Sunday in Lent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the sto-
ry of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now | see,” declares the
man. In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s be-
loved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our
head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch program, chosen by the
3rd and 4th grade class.

Upcoming Commemoration

Joseph, Guardian of Jesus

Though the Bible tells us little about the husband of Jesus' mother Mary, we know that he was a carpenter or
builder by trade. He is also shown as being devoted both to God and to Mary and Jesus. It is assumed that he
died before Jesus became an adult.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God,

who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;
we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

-+ forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN 673,vs. 1 & 2

God, Whose Almighty Word 2 Christ, who once came to bring,
on your redeeming wing,
1 God, whose almighty word healing and sight;
chaos and darkness heard health to the troubled mind,
and took their flight: sight where illusions blind;
hear us, we humbly pray, oh, now to humankind
and where the gospel day let there be light.
sheds not its glorious ray, let there be light.

let there be light.
Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.

Greeting page 156
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE Pg. 156
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Bend your ear to our prayers,
Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring
light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did
not match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the
anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as the
Lord’s chosen successor to Saul.

"The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? | have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; | will send you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for | have provided for myself a king among his sons.”
’Samuel said, “How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said,
“Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. “Invite Jes-
se to the sacrifice, and | will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for
me the one whom | name to you.” “Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and
came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said,



“Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; | have come to sacrifice to the
LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified
Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

*When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed
is now before the LORD.” 'But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his ap-
pearance or on the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for the LORD
does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks on the heart.” “Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Sam-
uel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” “Then Jesse made Shammah
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” "Jesse made seven
of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not cho-
sen any of these.” ''Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said,
“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said
to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” “He
sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was
handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” “Then Samu-
el took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the
spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then
set out and went to Ramah.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 23
You anoint my head with oil. (Ps. 23:5)

"The LORD is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
“The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
*You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
"You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.



°Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives
in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

*Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of
light—"for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. '°Try
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. ''Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness, but instead expose them. "“For it is shameful even to mention what
such people do secretly; ““but everything exposed by the light becomes visible,
“for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,

“Sleeper, awake!

Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 160
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 9th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 9:1-41
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spir-
itual blindness to the things of God.

"As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. “His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” *Jesus an-
swered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him. “We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. “As long as | am in the
world, | am the light of the world.” *"When he had said this, he spat on the ground
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ’saying to
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. “The neighbors and those who had seen him



before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?”
“Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like
him.” He kept saying, “l am the man.” "’But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” "'He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it
on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then | went and washed
and received my sight.” "’They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not
know.”

“They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. ““Now it
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. "Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had re-
ceived his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on
my eyes. Then | washed, and now | see.” °Some of
the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for
he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such
signs?” And they were divided. '/So they said again
to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It
was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a proph-
et.”

"The Jews did not believe that he had been blind
and had received his sight until they called the par-
ents of the man who had received his sight "and
asked them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he
now see?” ““His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind: “*but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” *“His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the syna-
gogue. “Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

**So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” “’He answered,
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though | was blind,
now | see.” “°They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” “’He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?”
**Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Mo-

II|



ses. ~’We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not
know where he comes from.” *“The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing!
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. *"We know
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him
and obeys his will. *’Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a person born blind. *’If this man were not from God, he could
do nothing.” **They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

**Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” *°He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me,
so that | may believe in him.” *’Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he.” **He said, “Lord, | believe.” And he worshiped him. *“Je-
sus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may
see, and those who do see may become blind.” “’Some of the Pharisees near him
heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” “'Jesus said to
them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’
your sin remains.”

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 779

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now | see.

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour | first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
| have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,

and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

When we've been there ten thousand
years,

bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ for-
ever in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace
in all the earth. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you
have made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from
the grandest mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads of
state and elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove bar-
riers that impede the well-being of all. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.



Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep
watch over those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve
(especially). Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us
with hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and com-
munity (especially). Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors. Merciful God,
receive our prayetr.

God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared
for your people especially Joseph, Guardian of Jesus. We praise you for the ways
they formed the faith of others and continue to inspire us. Merciful God,

receive our prayetr.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise
to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 162

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.
COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 164




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 666

What Wondrous Love Is This

1 What wondrous love is this,
O my soul, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this
that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse
for my soul, for my soul,
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul?

2 When | was sinking down,
sinking down, sinking down,

when | was sinking down, sinking down,

when | was sinking down

beneath God's righteous frown,

Christ laid aside his crown

for my soul, for my soul,

Christ laid aside his crown for my soul.

3 To God and to the Lamb

I will sing, | will sing;

to God and to the Lamb | will sing;

to God and to the Lamb,

who is the great | AM,

while millions join the theme,

I will sing, | will sing,

while millions join the theme, | will sing.

And when from death I'm free,
I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;
and when from death I'm free,
Il sing God's love for me,
and through eternity

I'll sing on, I'll sing on;
and through eternity I'll sing on.

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.

ELW 460

Now the Silence

Now the silence

Now the peace

Now the empty hands uplifted
Now the kneeling

Now the plea

Now the Father's arms in welcome

Now the hearing

Now the wedding

Now the songs

Now the heart forgiven leaping
Now the Spirit's visitation

Now the Son's epiphany

Now the Father's blessing

Now

Now

Now

Now the pow'r

Now the vessel brimmed for pouring
Now the body

Now the blood

Now the joyful celebration

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

SENDING

Compassionate God,

You have fed us with the bread of heaven.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:

may our fasting be hunger for justice;

our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

God, the giver of love,

=+ Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 793,vs. 1 &4

Be Thou My Vision 4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may | reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
naught be all else to me, save that thou still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
art:

thou my best thought both by day and by Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr.
. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931
night,

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638%9331 or janet1709@att.net to add names to the prayer chain or to
join the prayer chain. Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Ron Brown,

Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Paul Moore,

Barbara Strampe,
Kathy Hinkle,

Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Donna Frenzl,
George McElroy,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,

Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Joetta Eagle & family, friends of Linda Bayer,
Quinn, granddaughter of Mike and Jane Scherrer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter,
Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara
Strampe,

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Gibby, friend of the Bryers,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan




