St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, March 12, 2023

Third Sunday in Lent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel the Samaritan woman asks Jesus for water, an image of our
thirst for God. Jesus offers living water, a sign of God’s grace flowing from the wa-
ters of baptism. The early church used this gospel and those of the next two Sun-
days to deepen baptismal reflection during the final days of preparation before
baptism at Easter. As we journey to the resurrection feast, Christ comes among us
in word, bath, and meal—offering us the life-giving water of God’s mercy and for-
giveness.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the MLM Sack Lunch program, chosen by the
3rd and 4th grade class.

Upcoming Commemorations

Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, died 604

Sunday, March 12, 2023

Born into wealth and power, Gregory was for a time the chief administrator of the city of Rome. Giving this
up for a life in the church, he was elected pope in 590. He influenced public worship through the establish-
ment of a lectionary and prayers to correlate with the readings. Gregorian chant is named in his honor.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God,

who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;
we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

-+ forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN 335,vs. 1 & 2

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross
2 Near the cross, a trembling soul,

1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, love and mercy found me;
there's a precious fountain; there the bright and morning star
free to all, a healing stream sheds its beams around me.
flows from Calv'ry's mountain.
Refrain
Refrain In the cross, in the cross
In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever;
be my glory ever; till my ransomed soul shall find
till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river.

rest beyond the river.
Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915

Greeting page 156
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE Pg. 156
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Merciful God,
the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give
us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty
of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Mo-
ses cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to
provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question—“Is the LORD among us or
not?”—received a very positive answer.

"From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no wa-
ter for the people to drink. “The people quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us
water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you
test the LORD?” “But the people thirsted there for water; and the people com-



plained against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and livestock with thirst?” “So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” “The LORD said to
Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with
you; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. °I will be
standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will
come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the el-
ders of Israel. "He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites
guarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD among us or not?”

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 95
Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1)

'Come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
’Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the LORD with psalms.
*For you, LORD, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
“In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
"The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
°Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD our maker.
"For the LORD is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep
of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
““Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
“There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
"Forty years | loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’



"Indeed | swore in my anger,

‘They shall never come to my rest.””
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells
us that through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had
been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final
salvation.

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, “through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand;
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we
also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, “and en-
durance produces character, and character produces hope, “and hope does not
disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

°For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.
"Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good
person someone might actually dare to die. “But God proves his love for us in that
while we still were sinners Christ died for us. "Much more surely then, now that
we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath
of God. "’For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the
death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by
his life. "'But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.
The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 160
Holy Gospel, according to John, the 4th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 4:5-42
Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her testi-
mony, in turn, leads many others to faith.

"[Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob
had given to his son Joseph.“Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his



journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

’A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” *(His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) “The Samaritan woman
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samar-
ia?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) ’Jesus answered her,
“If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’
you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 'The
woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you
get that living water? "“Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” "*Jesus said to her, “Everyone
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, “but those who drink of the water
that | will give them will never be thirsty. The
water that | will give will become in them a
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”
“The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this
water, so that | may never be thirsty or have
to keep coming here to draw water.”

'®)esus said to her, “Go, call your husband,
and come back.” '"The woman answered him,
“1 have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You
are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; “*for
you have had five husbands, and the one you
have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” “"The woman said to
him, “Sir, | see that you are a prophet. *’Our ancestors worshiped on this moun-
tain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” *'Je-
sus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship
the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. “*You worship what you do
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. “But the
hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. “‘God is spir-
it, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” “>The woman
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he
comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” “°Jesus said to her, “l am he, the one who
is speaking to you.”

*’Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with
a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with

|77 19



her?” “*Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to

the people, ““Come and see a man who told me everything | have ever done! He
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” *"They left the city and were on their way to him.

*'Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” *’But he
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” **So the disciples
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” *“Jesus
said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his
work. *’Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But | tell
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. **The reaper
is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and
reaper may rejoice together. *’For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and an-
other reaps.’ *°I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have la-
bored, and you have entered into their labor.”

*’Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman'’s testi-
mony, “He told me everything | have ever done.” “°So when the Samaritans came
to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. *'And
many more believed because of his word. “’They said to the woman, “It is no long-
er because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and
we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
CHILDREN’S SERMON PUPPETEERS “The Well” by Casting Crowns

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 773

Precious Lord, Take My Hand. hear my cry, hear my call,
hold my hand, lest | fall.
1 Precious Lord, take my hand, Take my hand precious Lord,
lead me on, let me stand, lead me home.

| am tired, | am weak, | am worn.
Through the storm, through the night, 3 When the darkness appears

lead me on to the light. and the night draws near,
Take my hand, precious Lord, and the day is past and gone,
lead me home. at the river | stand,
guide my feet, hold my hand.
2 When my way grows drear, Take my hand precious Lord,
precious Lord, linger near, lead me home.

when my life is almost gone,
Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899 - 1993



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for your church. Bless partnerships with other Christians and inter-
religious dialogue. Guide the daily work of denominational and congregational
leaders. Strengthen our combined witness for the sake of the gospel, that all ex-
perience your life-giving love. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the universe. All creation teems with life, from the depths of the earth
and seas to the skies above. Fill us with awe and reverence for the diversity and
preservation of life. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations of the world. Topple the dividing walls that separate us
from our neighbors. Form us into your beloved community where diversity of gen-
der, race, language, ability, and ethnic origin is celebrated and affirmed. Merciful



God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for those who suffer in mind, body, or spirit. Be present with all who are
lonely, and give courage to all who are afraid. Comfort those who live with chronic
illness or other sickness (especially). Give them your living water always. Merciful
God,

receive our prayer.

We pray for this congregation, especially those preparing for baptism at the Vigil
of Easter/on Easter Day. Nurture their faith and pour your love into their hearts.
Inspire our community by their testimony to God’s grace in their lives. Merciful
God,

receive our prayetr.

We give thanks for the lives of all your saints especially Gregory the Great, whom
we commemorate today. Their hope in you sustained lives of faith and service. En-
courage us with the hope they shared in you. Merciful God,

receive our prayetr.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise
to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 162
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER



INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 164

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 542
O Living Bread from Heaven

1 O living Bread from heaven,
how well you feed your guest!
The gifts that you have given
have filled my heart with rest.
O wondrous food of blessing!
O cup that heals our woes!
My heart, this gift possessing,
in thankful song o'er flows.

2 My Savior, you have led me
within your holiest place,
and here yourself have fed me
with treasures of your grace;
for you have freely given
what earth could never buy,
the bread of life from heaven,
that now | shall not die.

You gave me all | wanted;

this food can death destroy.
And you have freely granted
the cup of endless joy.

My Lord, | do not merit

the favor you have shown;
and all my soul and spirit

bow down before your throne.

Oh, grant me then, well-strengthened
with heav'nly food, while here

my course on earth is lengthened,

to serve you, free from fear;

and bring me home to praise you
where none can peace destroy,
where | will ever raise you

glad songs in endless joy.

Text: Johann Rist, 1607-1667; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-
1878, alt.

ELW 472

Eat this Bread.

"Eat this bread, drink this cup,

come to me and never be hungry.

Eat this bread, drink this cup,

trust in me and you will not thirst."

Text: Taizé Community

Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications Inc., agent.

Chicago, IL



The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

SENDING

Compassionate God,

You have fed us with the bread of heaven.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:

may our fasting be hunger for justice;

our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING

God, the giver of love,

=+ Christ, the resurrection and the life,
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth

bless you in this Lenten journey.
Amen.




RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 807

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,

tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;
may | still thy goodness prove.

2 Here | raise my Ebenezer:
"Hither by thy help I've come";
and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand'ring from the fold of God,;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be;

let that grace now like a fetter

bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
prone to leave the God | love.

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.638%9331 or janet1709@att.net to add names to the prayer chain or to
join the prayer chain. Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Paul Moore,

Barbara Strampe,
Kathy Hinkle,

Ruth Ann Hackler,
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Donna Nichols,
George McElroy,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,

Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Quinn, granddaughter of Mike and Jane Scherrer,
Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter,
Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara
Strampe,

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Gibby, friend of the Bryers,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan




