St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, February 26, 2023

First Sunday in Lent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes
the basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense
preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on
the meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters
of Easter. Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for
the days ahead.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The February Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Food pantry, chosen by the 5th
and 6th grade class.




CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God,

who journeys with us these forty days,

and sustains us with the gift of grace.

Amen.

Let us acknowledge before God and one another
our need for repentance and God’s mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess to you our faults and failings.

Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word;
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others;
we spoil rather than steward your creation;

we cause hurt though you call us to heal;

we choose fear over compassion.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

as we seek to follow in your way of life.

Amen.

Hear the good news:

God so loved the world that God gave the only Son,
so that all may receive life.

This promise is for you!

God embraces you with divine mercy,

-+ forgives you in Christ’s name,

and revives you in the Spirit’s power.

Amen.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 320, vs.1,2 & 4

The Glory of These Forty Days the steeds and chariots of flame.

1 The glory of these forty days 4 Then grant, O God, that we may, too,
we celebrate with songs of praise; return in fast and prayer to you.
for Christ, through whom all things were Our spirits strengthen with your grace,
made, and give us joy to see your face.

himself has fasted and has prayed.
Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. Maurice F. Bell, 1862-1947, alt.

Outside USA: Text from The English Hymnal © Oxford University

2 Alone and fasting Moses saw Press 1906. All rights reserved.
the Iovmg God WhO gave the Iaw, Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
and to Elijah, fasting, came license from copyright administrator.

Greeting page 156
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 156

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord God,

our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around us,
and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises.
Keep us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

CHOIR ‘O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee’, arr. Martin

First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this
reading. This festival celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered
back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers announce God’s gracious acts on
behalf of Israel.

"The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep
it. "°’And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of
the garden; ""but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat,
for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.”



*'Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD
God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any
tree in the garden’?” “The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of
the trees in the garden; “but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree
that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”” “But
the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; “for God knows that when you
eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.” °So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a
delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she
took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with
her, and he ate. 'Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for them-
selves.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 32
Mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. (Ps. 32:10)

"Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven,
and whose sin is put away!
Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt,
and in whose spirit there is no guile!
*While | held my tongue, my bones withered away,
because of my groaning all day long.
“For your hand was heavy upon me day and night;
my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.
"Then | acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt.
| said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the
guilt of my sin.
“Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble;
when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.
"You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.
““| will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go;
| will guide you with my eye.



“Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding;

who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.”
'“Great are the tribulations of the wicked;

but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD.
"'Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD;

shout for joy, all who are true of heart.

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confes-
sion of faith in the risen Christ as Lord.

"?Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin,
and so death spread to all because all have sinned— "’sin was indeed in the world
before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. “Yet death exercised
dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the
transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.

"But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one
man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the
grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. ‘°And the free gift is
not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass
brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justifi-
cation. ’If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through
that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and
the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus
Christ.

"Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s
act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. “’For just as by the one
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience
the many will be made righteous.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 160
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 4th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness.
Through his responses to the temptations of the devil he defines what it means to
be called “the Son of God.”

'Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. "He
fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. “The tempter
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to be-
come loaves of bread.” “But he answered, “It is
written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the
mouth of God.””

"Then the devil took him to the holy city and
placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, °saying
to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself
down; for it is written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone.””
"Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.

®Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the king-
doms of the world and their splendor; “and he said to him, “All these | will give
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” “Jesus said to him, “Away with you,
Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him.””

"Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.

rn

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen



HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 325

| Want Jesus to Walk with Me when my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.
1 | want Jesus to walk with me;

| want Jesus to walk with me; 3 When I'min trouble, Lord, walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey, when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me. when my head is bowed in sorrow,

Lord, | want Jesus to walk with me.
2 Inmy trials, Lord, walk with me;

. . . Text: African American spiritual
in my trials, Lord, walk with me;

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
of creation.

A brief silence.

You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and



wisdom to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administra-
tion (especially). Counsel all who faithfully lead your people into the future. Mer-
ciful God,
receive our prayer.
You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every liv-
ing creature. Bless those who work in fields and orchards, that the world is nour-
ished by the fruits of their labor. Merciful God,
receive our prayetr.
You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them
a sense of your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all
the regions and nations of the world. Merciful God,
receive our prayetr.
You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all
refugees and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble,
trauma, or illness, surround your people with your steadfast love (especially).
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Care for
those who tend to the needs of others, especially worship greeters, coffee hour
hosts, and nursery attendants). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age. Unite our
prayers with theirs, until our wilderness journey is complete, and we rest in you.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise
to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
PEACE
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
Holy, Holy pg. 162

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 164

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 785

When Peace like a River tate,
It Is Well with My Soul and has shed his own blood for my soul.
Refrain
1 When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll, 3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to thought;
say, my sin, not in part, but the whole,
it is well, it is well with my soul. is nailed to his cross and | bear it no more.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Refrain Refrain
It is well (it is well)
with my soul, (with my soul,) 4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall
it is well, it is well with my soul. be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll,
2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall
should come, descend;
let this blest assurance control, even so it is well with my soul. Refrain

that Christ has regarded my helpless es-
Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888



ELW 818

O Master, Let Me Walk with You
3 Teach me your patience; share with me

1 O Master, let me walk with you a closer, dearer company,
in lowly paths of service true; in work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
tell me your secret; help me bear in trust that triumphs over wrong,

the strain of toil, the fret of care.
4 In hope that sends a shining ray

2 Help me the slow of heart to move far down the future's broad'ning way,
by some clear, winning word of love; in peace that only you can give;
teach me the wayward feet to stay, with you, O Master, let me live.

and guide them in the homeward way.
Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Embodied God,

at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus.
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise,
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors
and touch the world with your love.

Amen.

SENDING

Compassionate God,

You have fed us with the bread of heaven.
Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage:

may our fasting be hunger for justice;

our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING



The God who faithfully brings forth justice
and breaks the oppressor’s rod

+ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,
today and always.

Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 618

Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,
shield me with your mighty arm,
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, shield me with your mighty arm.
pilgrim through this barren land.
| am weak, but you are mighty; 3 When | tread the verge of Jordan,
hold me with your pow'rful hand. bid my anxious fears subside;
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, death of death and hell's destruction,
feed me now and evermore, land me safe on Canaan's side.
feed me now and evermore. Songs and praises, songs and praises,
| will raise forevermore,
2 Open now the crystal fountain | will raise forevermore.
where the healing waters flow;
let the fire and cIoudy piIIar Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Pe-

. ter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.
lead me all my journey through.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve in love.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Sheila Mutschelknaus,
Paul Moore,

Barbara Strampe,
The Wackerla family,
Kathy Hinkle,

Ruth Ann Hackler,
Lisa Dahn,

Janet Nichols,

Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Donna Nichols,
Donna Frenzl,
George McElroy,

Pete and Linda Cagle,
Shane Paulson,

Janet Schmidt,

Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Family of Jean Spreen, Hackler family member,
Quinn, granddaughter of Mike and Jane Scherrer,
Family of Lillian, niece of Tom Bryer,

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter,
Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara
Strampe,

Ed Colson, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Cindy Campbell, sister of Joni Benz,

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

John, brother of Ken Giriffitt,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan




