
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, January 1, 2022  

 First Sunday of Christmas 

INTRODUCTION 

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with 
the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not 
remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk 
with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered un-
justly. In our gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us 
up, and carry us as in days of old. 
                                         
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS 
The January Noisy Offering collection will go to Unleashed Pet Rescue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Word made flesh, 
our life and our salvation. 
Amen. 
Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, 
let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
God of life, 
you promise good news of great joy for all people, 
and call us to be messengers of your peace. 
We confess that too often we hoard our joy, 
our resources, and our security. 
We nurture conflict and build barriers. 
We neglect the needs of our neighbors 
and ignore the groaning of creation. 
Have mercy on us. 
Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. 
Where we are reluctant, give us courage. 
Where we are cynical, restore our trust. 
Renew us with your grace 
and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. 
Amen. 
Hear the good news: 
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises 
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed. 
Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth 
shall know the salvation of God. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 302, vs. 1,2,3 

Greeting page 120 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 120 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord God,  
you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected 
the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 63:7-9  
God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own 
presence brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in cele-
brating God’s gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely. 
 
 7I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
  the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
 because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
  and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
  according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 

As with Gladness Men of Old 
 
1 As with gladness men of old 
 did the guiding star behold; 
 as with joy they hailed its light, 
 leading onward, beaming bright; 
 so, most gracious Lord, may we 
 evermore be led by thee. 
 
2 As with joyful steps they sped, 
 Savior, to thy lowly bed, 
 there to bend the knee before 

 thee, whom heav'n and earth adore; 
 so may we with willing feet 
 ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 
3 As they offered gifts most rare 
 at thy cradle, rude and bare, 
 so may we with holy joy, 
 pure and free from sin's alloy, 
 all our costliest treasures bring, 
 Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king. 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. 



 8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
  children who will not deal falsely”; 
 and he became their savior 
  9in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
  but his presence that saved them; 
 in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
  he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
 
 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
Psalm: Psalm 148  
The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13) 
  
 1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
 2Praise the Lord, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3Praise the Lord, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7Praise the Lord from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 



  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  
 13Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 
 servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!  
 
Second Reading: Hebrews 2:10-18  
Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed 
for us. We do not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus 
Christ, our merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny of 
our lives. 
 
10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 11For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
12saying,  
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 
13And again,  
 “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again,  
 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
 14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 15and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by the fear of death. 16For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, 
but the descendants of Abraham. 17Therefore he had to become like his brothers 
and sisters in every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 
18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 
are being tested. 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 124 
Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 2nd Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23  
In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the 
jealousy of Herod. 
 

13Now after [the wise men] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and re-
main there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt, 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
son.” 
 16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had 
learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what had 
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no 
more.” 
 19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly ap-
peared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, 20“Get up, 
take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21Then Joseph got up, took 
the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 
23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spo-
ken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Dan Baldwin 
SERMON   Pastor Dan Baldwin 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 301 

NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 

Bright and Glorious Is the Sky 
 
1 Bright and glorious is the sky, 
 radiant are the heavens high 
 where the golden stars are shining. 
 All their rays to earth inclining 
 beckon us to heav'n above, 
 beckon us to heav'n above. 
 
2 On that holy Christmas night 

through the darkness beamed a light; 
all the stars above were paling. 
all their luster slowly failing 

 as the wondrous star drew nigh, 
 as the wondrous star drew nigh.. 
 
3 Sages from the East afar, 
 when they saw this wondrous star, 
 went to find the king of nations 
 and to offer their oblations 
 to the child, the newborn king, 
 to the child, the newborn king. 
 
4 Him they found in Bethlehem, 
 yet he wore no diadem; 

 there they saw a maiden lowly 
 with an infant pure and holy 
 resting in her loving arms, 
 resting in her loving arms. 
 
5 Guided by the star, they found 
 him whose praise the ages sound. 
 We too have a star to guide us, 
 which forever will provide us 
 with the light to find our Lord, 
 with the light to find our Lord. 
 
6 And this star, as bright as day, 
 that will never lead astray 
 with its message so appealing, 
 is the word of God, revealing 
 Christ, the way, the truth, the life, 
 Christ, the way, the truth, the life. 
 
Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Jens Christian 
Aaberg, 1877-1970, alt. 
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the   
 virgin Mary and became truly human. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
 Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the  
 Living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
And glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of Intercession  
With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the 
church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.  A brief silence. 
Merciful God, broaden the church’s hospitality and welcome. Open our hearts to 
any in need of refuge and help, especially those who are persecuted. Prosper the 
work of Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Life-giving God, restore the health of the soil, the seas, and the air. Increase the 
joy and praise of all living things. In the coming year strengthen local, national, 
and international efforts to prevent further harm to the environment. God of 



grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Liberating God, deliver your people from cruel oppression. Increase justice in eve-
ry nation and keep the dream of freedom alive. In this new year bring the blessing 
of peace and put an end to violent conflict throughout the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Uplifting God, raise all who are bowed down by trouble and need, especially indi-
viduals and families living in poverty. Protect and nurture all children. Sustain 
those who parent, teach, and care for the young. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Abiding God, accompany this community in the coming year. Increase our love for 
one another and the neighbors we serve. Enrich our worship and deepen our 
faith. Sustain our pastor Kris Dietzen and all who minister in your name.  God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Loving God, the holy innocents who perish in every generation are safe in your 
keeping. We give you thanks and praise for the all the faithful who have gone be-
fore us into everlasting life with you. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all 
for whom we pray to the mercy of God. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
Holy, Holy pg. 130 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Glory to God in the highest! 
Come to the table of peace. 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 134 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 296 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God our redeemer, 
you have fed us at this table 
with gifts of grace, truth, and life. 
As you have gathered us in joy, 
send us forth as messengers of your peace. 
Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 
born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
SENDING 

What Child Is This 
 
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste to bring him laud, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
2 Why lies he in such mean estate 
 where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
 the cross be borne for me, for you; 
 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
3 So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
 come, peasant, king, to own him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 let loving hearts enthrone him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 the virgin sings her lullaby; 
 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 the babe, the son of Mary! 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898 



Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
BLESSING 
God bless you and keep you, 

☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, 
and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  290 

 
DISMISSAL 
Christ the Savior is born! 
Go in peace. Proclaim this good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 
Refrain 
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
 go tell it on the mountain 
 that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1 While shepherds kept their watching 
 o'er silent flocks by night, 
 behold, throughout the heavens 
 there shone a holy light.  Refrain  

 
2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
 when, lo, above the earth 
 rang out the angel chorus 
 that hailed our Savior's birth.  Refrain 
 
3 Down in a lonely manger 
 the humble Christ was born; 
 and God sent us salvation 
 that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 
Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-
1925, stanzas, alt. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Lisa Dahn, 

Janet Nichols, 

Chuck Vandenberg, 

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

Donna Nichols, 

Donna Frenzl, 

George McElroy, 

Pete and Linda Cagle, 

Shane Paulson, 

Janet Schmidt,  

Phyllis Dettmer, 

Madison Young 

 

Family & friends: 

Family of Nan Wolfe, 

Mil Goetz, friend of Joyce Johnson, 

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle, 

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter, 

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz, 

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson, 

Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Ed Colson, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg, 

Jean, Hackler family member, 

Cindy Campbell, sister of Joni Benz, 

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe, 

John, brother of Ken Griffitt, 

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer, 

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson, 

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts, 

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers, 

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz, 

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer, 

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler, 

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle, 

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail, 

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe, 

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe, 

Lena Shelton, friend of  the Schmideskamps,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart, 

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters 

 

Those in the Military:  
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson, 
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


