
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, December 4, 2022  

 Second Sunday of Advent 

INTRODUCTION 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to re-
pent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases we turn toward the 
approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous 
judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with 
hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no 
more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John 
the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 
                                         
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS 
The December Noisy Offering collection will go to MLM Sack lunches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
John of Damascus, theologian and hymnwriter, died around 749 
Sunday, December 4, 2022 
A monk in an abbey near Jerusalem, John wrote many hymns as well as theological works. 
One of his works, The Fount of Wisdom, remained influential for centuries.  



Second Sunday of Advent 
Use this blessing when lighting two candles. 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. 
You fasten righteousness around your waist 
and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. 
Bless us as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, 
and teach us to mirror your justice in the paths we prepare. 
We ask that peace abound, 
until none hurt or destroy over all the earth. 
Amen. 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW 244 

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
 
1 Rejoice, rejoice, believers, 
 and let your lights appear; 
 the evening is advancing, 
 and darker night is near. 
 The bridegroom is arising 
 and soon is drawing nigh. 
 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; 
 at midnight comes the cry. 
 
2 The watchers on the mountain 
 proclaim the bridegroom near; 
 go forth as he approaches 
 with alleluias clear. 
 The marriage feast is waiting; 
 the gates wide open stand. 
 Arise, O heirs of glory; 
 the bridegroom is at hand. 
 

3 The saints, who here in patience 
 their cross and suff'rings bore, 
 shall live and reign forever 
 when sorrow is no more. 
 Around the throne of glory 
 the Lamb they shall behold; 
 in triumph cast before him 
 their diadems of gold. 
 
4 Our hope and expectation, 
 O Jesus, now appear; 
 arise, O Sun so longed for, 
 o'er this benighted sphere. 
 With hearts and hands uplifted, 
 we plead, O Lord, to see 
 the day of earth's redemption 
 that sets your people free! 
 

Text: Laurentius Laurenti, 1660-1722; tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823-1907 

ADVENT WREATH HYMN ELW 240, v 1 & 2  

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah 
 
1 Light one candle to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall bring salvation to Israel, 
 God fulfills the promise. 
 

2 Light two candles to watch for Messiah: 
 let the light banish darkness. 
 He shall feed the flock like a shepherd, 
 gently lead them homeward. 
 
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954 

Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 

license from copyright administrator. 



Greeting page 120 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 120 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts,  
Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 
growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. 
Amen. 
CHOIR “Emmanuel, Expected Jesus” by Schram 
 
 First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10  
Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal 
line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with per-
fect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to harmony and peaceful coexist-
ence. 
 
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
 2The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
  the spirit of counsel and might, 
  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
 3His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
 
 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
  or decide by what his ears hear; 
 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
 



 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
  and a little child shall lead them. 
 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 
  their young shall lie down together; 
  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 
 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
  as the waters cover the sea. 
 
 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations 
shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  
May the righteous flourish; let there be an abundance of peace. (Ps. 72:7) 
 
 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 
 2that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 
 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  
 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 
 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 
 18Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; 



  you alone do wondrous deeds! 
 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  
 
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13  
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has 
been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and en-
couraging each other just as Christ has welcomed them into God’s family. 
 
4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
5May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 
of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on be-
half of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the 
patriarchs, 9and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is 
written,  
 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 
  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says,  
 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again,  
 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 
  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says,  
 “The root of Jesse shall come, 
  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 
 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 124 



Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 3rd Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12  
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring 
about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to 
stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come 
unannounced. 

 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom 
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,  
 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a 
leather belt around his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jeru-
salem and all Judea were going out to him, and 
all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Saddu-
cees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you 
to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not pre-
sume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God 
is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is ly-
ing at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 
cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 



HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 264 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 

Prepare the Royal Highway 
 
1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 
 
Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 
 
2 God's people, see him coming: 
 your own eternal king! 
 Palm branches strew before him! 
 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
 God's promise will not fail you! 
 No more shall doubt assail you!  Refrain 
 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 
 to greet your promised king! 
 Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
 its tribute too may bring. 
 All lands will bow before him; 
 their voices join your singing:  Refrain 
 
4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 
 for kindness so abounding:  Refrain 
 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of 
Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg For-
tress. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Prayers of Intercession  
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 
yearns for new hope.  A brief silence. 
God, you renew the church in every age. We give thanks for hymn writers and the-
ologians especially John of Damascus, whom we commemorate today. Inspire 
teachers, writers, and musicians to delight and instruct your people. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You give us a vision of creation in harmony, when hurting and destruction will be 
no more. Teach us to be stewards of the earth and companions to its creatures. 
Restore to balance and wholeness what human greed has harmed. God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You defend the cause of all who are poor and oppressed. Raise up leaders who 
will govern with equity and serve the common good. Guide judges, lawmakers, 
and public officials to protect the rights of those who cannot advocate for them-
selves. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You deliver those in need from suffering and fear. Come to the aid of any who are 
exploited or abused, especially children, elders, and victims of human trafficking. 
Provide safety and help to our neighbors without shelter, refugees, and those flee-
ing violence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You urge your people to welcome one another as you have welcomed us. Nurture 
ministries of hospitality and care in this and every. We pray for people who are 
homebound, hospitalized, or separated from loved ones (especially). God, in your 
mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
You embrace all who have died trusting in your promises, and we give thanks for 
their faithful witness. Sustain us in hope until we are united with them in the joy 
of your eternal presence. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our pray-
ers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 
PEACE  
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
Holy, Holy pg. 130 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Be strong, do not fear! 
Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
COMMUNION   
COMMUNION SONG pg. 134 
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 494 

For the Bread Which You Have Broken 
 
1 For the bread which you have broken, 
 for the wine which you have poured, 
 for the words which you have spoken, 
 now we give you thanks, O Lord. 
 
2 By this promise that you love us, 
 by your gift of peace restored, 
 by your call to heav'n above us, 
 hallow all our lives, O Lord. 
 
3 With the saints who now adore you, 

 seated at the heav'nly board, 
 may the church still waiting for you 
 keep love's tie unbroken, Lord. 
 
4 In your service, Lord, defend us; 
 in our hearts keep watch and ward; 
 in the world to which you send us 
 let your kingdom come, O Lord. 
 
Text: Louis F. Benson, 1855-1930, alt. 
Text © Robert F. Jefferys Jr. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



ELW 262 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Faithful God, 
in this meal you have remembered your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled, 
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. 
Guide us toward your promised future, 
coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 
God the eternal Word, 
who dwells with us in Jesus, 
and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Wait for the Lord 
 

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. 

Wait for the Lord: be strong, take heart! 
Text: Taizé Community 

Text © 1984 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 
Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copy-
right administrator. 



RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  260 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is near. 
Thanks be to God. 

The King Shall Come 
 
1 The King shall come when morning dawns 
 and light triumphant breaks, 
 when beauty gilds the eastern hills 
 and life to joy awakes. 
 
2 Not as of old a little child, 
 to bear and fight and die, 
 but crowned with glory like the sun 
 that lights the morning sky. 
 
3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn 
 when Christ, victorious, rose 

 and left the lonesome place of death, 
 despite the rage of foes. 
 
4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn 
 shall dawn upon our race 
 the day when Christ in splendor comes, 
 and we shall see his face. 
 
5 The King shall come when morning dawns 
 and light and beauty brings. 
 Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 
 come quickly, King of kings. 
 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859-1925 



St. Mark’s members: 

Jane Scherrer, 

Donna Nichols, 

Donna Frenzl, 

Linda Westbrook, 

George McElroy, 

Nan Wolfe, 

Pete and Linda Cagle, 

Shane Paulson, 

Janet Schmidt,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

Phyllis Dettmer, 

Madison Young 

 

Family & friends: 

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle, 

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter, 

Karen Glenn & family, friends of Joni Benz, 

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz, 

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson, 

Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara 

Strampe, 

Ed Colson, friend of Kathy Hinkle, 

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg, 

Jean, Hackler family member, 

Cindy Campbell, sister of Joni Benz, 

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara 

Strampe, 

John, brother of Ken Griffitt, 

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer, 

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson, 

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts, 

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers, 

Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz, 

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz, 

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer, 

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler, 

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle, 

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail, 

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe, 

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe, 

Lena Shelton, friend of  the Schmideskamps,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,  

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart, 

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

All People affected by natural disasters 

 

Those in the Military:  
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson, 
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


