St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, December 11, 2022

Third Sunday of Advent

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the de-
sert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transform-
ing signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience for the coming of the Lord, even as
we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, in church
and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray
that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among

us.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The December Noisy Offering collection will go to MLM Sack lunches.




Third Sunday of Advent
Use this blessing when lighting three candles.

Praise to you, O God, who holds our joy and sorrow.

You bring water to parched ground and life out of death.
Bless us as this light grows,

and send sorrow and sighing to flee away.

Give us strength and patience,
trusting that you are true to your promises.
Transform the lives of all who suffer
with your wonders near at hand.
Amen.

ADVENT WREATH HYMN ELW 240, v 1-3
Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah

1

Light one candle to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.

He shall bring salvation to Israel,

God fulfills the promise.

Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,

gently lead them homeward.

3 Light three candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
Lift your heads and lift high the gateway
for the King of glory.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 239

Hark, the Glad Sound!

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes,
the Savior promised long;

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne

and ev'ry voice a song.

He comes the pris'ners to release,
in Satan's bondage held.

The gates of brass before him burst,
the iron fetters yield.

3 He comes the broken heart to bind,
the bleeding soul to cure,
and with the treasures of his grace
to enrich the humble poor.

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace,
your welcome shall proclaim,
and heav'n's eternal arches ring
with your beloved name.

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751



Greeting page 120
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE Pg. 120
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Stir up the wills of all who look to you,
Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace,
we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
CARILLON RINGERS “Manger Lullaby” arranged by Hart Morris. Flute- Lisa Erickson.

First Reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous pro-
cession to Zion. God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which
health and wholeness will be restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming
to save.
"The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad,
the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus “it shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

“Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
“Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”

"Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,



and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
°then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
"the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;
the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

°A highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Holy Way;
the unclean shall not travel on it,
but it shall be for God’s people;
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.
’No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
'And the ransomed of the LORD shall return,
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.
Psalm: Psalm 146:5-10
The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down. (Ps. 146:8)

“Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God,;
*who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
‘who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.

The LORD sets the captive free.
“The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are bowed



down;
the LORD loves the righteous.
“The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wick
ed.
"“The LoRD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. IHaIIeIujah!

Second Reading: James 5:7-10
In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate pa-
tience rather than discontent.

'Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early
and the late rains. “You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the com-
ing of the Lord is near. “Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that you
may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! '’As an example of
suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 124

Holy Gospel, according to Matthew, the 11th Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth
(Matt. 3:11-12). From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will
do this. Jesus’ response indicates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already
through healing and restoration.

“When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his dis-
ciples “and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for an-
other?” “Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: “the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. *And blessed is
anyone who takes no offense at me.”



’As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the
crowds about John: “What did you go out into the
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?
*What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed
in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in
royal palaces. "What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet.
"“This is the one about whom it is written,

‘See, | am sending my messenger ahead of you,

who will prepare your way before you.’

“Truly | tell you, among those born of women no one
has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is

greater than he.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 242

Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn

1 Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,
for angels herald its dawning.
Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,
behold! the Child of our longing.
Come as a baby weak and poor,
to bring all hearts together,
he opens wide the heav'nly door
and lives now inside us forever.

2 To us, to all in sorrow and fear,
Emmanuel comes a-singing,
his humble song is quiet and near,
yet fills the earth with its ringing;
music to heal the broken soul
and hymns of lovingkindness,
the thunder of his anthems roll
to shatter all hatred and blindness.

3 In darkest night his coming shall be,
when all the world is despairing,

as morning light so quiet and free,

so warm and gentle and caring.

Then shall the mute break forth in song,
the lame shall leap in wonder,

the weak be raised above the strong,
and weapons be broken asunder.

4 Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night,
though dark the winter and cheerless,
the rising sun shall crown you with light,
be strong and loving and fearless.

Love be our song and love our prayer
and love our endless story;

may God fill ev'ry day we share

and bring us at last into glory.

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950

Text © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago,
IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved.
Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that
yearns for new hope. A brief silence.

Gracious God, we rejoice in the gifts of your Spirit. Equip the global church to
magnify your love and peace in every land. We pray for the work of the Lutheran
World Federation and ELCA Global Mission. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Abundant God, we rejoice in your creation. Revive lands we have squandered and
depleted. Make gardens flourish in cities and neighborhoods. Cleanse polluted air
and water so living things may breathe, drink, and praise you. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Righteous God, we rejoice in your justice. End racism and oppression. Deliver all
who are unjustly imprisoned or persecuted. Reconcile nations and peoples in con-
flict. Help us pray for our enemies. God, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Healing God, we rejoice in your compassion. Comfort any in distress because of



worry, illness, or loss (especially). Strengthen and protect health care workers,
rescue teams, crisis counselors, and all who risk themselves to keep others safe.
God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Abiding God, we rejoice in your company. Give us calm and patient hearts as we
gather with family and friends. Keep us mindful of those for whom this season is
not happy. Console the grieving and surround them with loving support. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Faithful God, we rejoice with Mary, Mother of our Lord, and with all the saints,
that your mercy endures for all generations. Look with favor on those who have
died and lead us to joyfully sing of your everlasting promises. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our pray-
ers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
PEACE
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.
Holy, Holy pg. 130
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God, who has come to save you.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 134




COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 496
One Bread, One Body

Refrain
One bread, one body, one Lord of all;
one cup of blessing which we bless,
and we, though many throughout the
earth,
we are one body in this one Lord.

1 Gentile or Jew, servant or free,
woman or man, no more. Refrain

2 Many the gifts, many the works,
one in the Lord of all. Refrain

3 Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,
gathered to one for all. Refrain

Text: John Foley, SJ, b. 1939

Text © 1978 John B. Foley, SJ and OCP Publications, 5536 NE
Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used with per-
mission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

ELW 491

Come, Let Us Eat

[The words in parentheses may be sung by a
leader or by all.]

1 (Come, let us eat, for now the feast is
spread,)
come, let us eat, for now the feast is
spread.
(Our Lord's body let us take together,)
our Lord's body let us take together.

2 (Come, let us drink, for now the wine is
poured,)
come, let us drink, for now the wine is
poured.
(Jesus' blood poured let us drink together,)
Jesus' blood poured let us drink together.

3 (InJesus' presence now we meet and rest,)
in Jesus' presence now we meet and rest.
(In the presence of our Lord we gather,)
in the presence of our Lord we gather.

4 (Rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty
word,)
rise, then, to spread abroad God's mighty
word.
(Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom,)
Jesus risen will bring in the kingdom.

Text: Billema Kwillia, b. c. 1925, sts. 1-3; Gilbert E. Doan Jr., b.
1930, st. 4, alt.; tr. Margaret D. Miller, b. 1927, sts. 1-3, alt.

Text sts. 1-3 © Lutheran World Federation. Text st. 4 © 1972
Contemporary Worship 4: Hymns for Baptism and Holy Commun-
ion, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid
license from copyright administrator.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION



Faithful God,

in this meal you have remembered your mercy,

bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ.

As we wait for the day when all your promises will be fulfilled,
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery.

Guide us toward your promised future,

coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together

following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in

Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you

will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING
God the eternal Word,
who dwells with us in Jesus,

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit,

-+ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 249,vs. 1,2 & 5

On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry

1 OnJordan's bank the Baptist's cry

announces that the Lord is nigh; 5

awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;

and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.

All praise to you, eternal Son,

whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

make straight the way for God within, Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Chuck Vandenberg,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Donna Nichols,
Donna Frenzl,

Linda Westbrook,
George McElroy,

Nan Wolfe,

Pete and Linda Cagle,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Chuck Sievers, Father of Ali Luin,

Mil Goetz, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Kara Campbell, niece of Pete Cagle,

Michelle Ray, friend of Barbara Strampe’s daughter,
Karen Glenn & family, friends of Joni Benz,

Jane Fetters, Sister of Joni Benz,

Bill Benne, friend of Joyce and Louis Johnson,
Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara
Strampe,

Ed Colson, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Jean, Hackler family member,

Cindy Campbell, sister of Joni Benz,

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

John, brother of Ken Giriffitt,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan




