St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, September 11, 2022

14th Sunday after Pentecost

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope:
This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves
the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy re-
minds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The September Noisy Offering collection will go to Unleashed Pet Rescue.




Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+* one God,

who is eager to forgive

and who loves us beyond our days.

Amen.

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge

our failure to love this world as Jesus does.
Silence is kept for reflection.

God of mercy and forgiveness,

we confess that sin still has a hold on us.

We have harmed your good creation.

We have failed to do justice,

love kindness,

and walk humbly with you.

Turn us in a new direction.

Show us the path that leads to life.

Be our refuge and strength on the journey,
through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Beloved of God:

your sins are forgiven *+ and you are made whole.
God points the way to new life in Christ,

who meets us on the road.

Journey now in God’s abiding love

through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.




GATHERING HYMN ELW 834,vs.1 &4

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 4 Thou reignest in glory; thou dwellest in
light;

1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, thine angels adore thee, all veiling their
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, sight;
most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient all laud we would render; oh, help us to
of Days, see
almighty, victorious, thy great name we 'tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!
praise!

Text: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-1908, alt.

Greeting page 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147
Hymn of Praise pg. 149

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God,

overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those
who go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject
whatever is contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf

to worship. Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God
and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people,
and boldly asks for mercy for them.

"The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up
out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; “they have been quick to turn
aside from the way that | commanded them; they have cast for themselves an im-
age of a calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your



gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” ” “The LORD said to
Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. "’Now let me alone,
so that my wrath may burn hot against them and | may consume them; and of
you | will make a great nation.”

"'But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your
wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt
with great power and with a mighty hand? "“Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was
with evil intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change
your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. "Remember Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land
that | have promised | will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it for-
ever.”” “'And the LORD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to
bring on his people.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 51:1-10
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1)

'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
“Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
“For | know my offenses,
and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
“Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
°Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
’Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.
“Let me hear joy and gladness;



that the body you have broken may rejoice.
“Hide your face from my sins,

and blot out all my wickedness.
“Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they con-
tain advice especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to
Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most un-
worthy may become witnesses to the grace of God.

"’ am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he
judged me faithful and appointed me to his service, “even though | was formerly
a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence. But | received mercy because |
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, ““and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me
with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. ""The saying is sure and worthy of
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom |
am the foremost. '°But for that very reason | received mercy, so that in me, as the
foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example
to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. ''To the King of the ag-
es, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 15th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 15:1-10

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being
found and sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom
is so precious to God that their recovery brings joy in heaven.

'"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] “And
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes



sinners and eats with them.”

’So he told them this parable: ““Which one of
you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wil-
derness and go after the one that is lost until he
finds it? "When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. °’And when he comes
home, he calls together his friends and neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found (@
my sheep that was lost.” "Just so, | tell you, there
will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons
who need no repentance.

““Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not
light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? "When she
has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with
me, for | have found the coin that | had lost.” °Just so, | tell you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Blessing of backpacks/book bag giveaway
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen

BLESSING OF TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

For the marvels of your creation,

We praise you, O God.

For the opportunity to explore and study,

We praise you, O God.

For those who guide us, teachers and mentors,

We praise you, O God.

Teach us your ways and guide us in your path,

For you are the creator of all that is, seen and unseen.
Amen.

Let us pray for all who are beginning a new school year, that both students and
teachers



Will be blessed in their academic endeavors.

Almighty God,
you give wisdom and knowledge.

Grant teachers the gift of joy and insight,

And students the gift of diligence and openness,
That all may grow in what is good and honest and true.

Support all who teach and all who learn,

That together we may know and follow your ways;
Through Jesus Chris our Lord.
Amen.

HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 502

The King of Love My Shepherd Is

4

In death's dark vale | fear noiill,
with thee, dear Lord, beside me,

1 The King of love my shepherd is, thy rod and staff my comfort still;
whose goodness faileth never; thy cross before to guide me.
| nothing lack if | am his
and he is mine forever. 5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight;
thine unction grace bestoweth;
2 Where streams of living water flow, and, oh, what transport of delight
my ransomed soul he leadeth from thy pure chalice floweth!
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth. 6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed, Good Shepherd, may | sing thy praise
but yet in love he sought me, within thy house forever.
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me. Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-1877
APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gath-
er our prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. A
brief silence.

Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church
with faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strength-
en our ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the
seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless
us with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach
wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our
homes, and peace in our hearts. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who
are lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness.
Provide for those in any need (especially). God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and
hearts. Build up the ministries of this community, that we serve our neighbors and



welcome the stranger in your name. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful
hearts for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with
joy when we come to share eternal life with you. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we
offer these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 153
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table.
Come, taste and see.

COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG pg. 154



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 779

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound
that saved a wretch like me!
| once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now | see.

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
and grace my fears relieved;
how precious did that grace appear
the hour | first believed!

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
| have already come;

'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.

The Lord has promised good to me;
his word my hope secures;

he will my shield and portion be

as long as life endures.

When we've been there ten thousand
years,

bright shining as the sun,

we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5

ELW 608
Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,
calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watch-

ing,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain
"Come home, (Come home,)
come home! (come home!)
You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is plead-

Ing,

pleading for you and for me?

Why should we linger and heed not his
mercies,

mercies for you and for me? Refrain

Oh, for the wonderful love he has prom-
ised,

promised for you and for me!

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and
pardon,

pardon for you and for me. Refrain

Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of the abundant table,

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal

with bread for the journey.

Give us your grace on the road

that we might serve our neighbors with joy;

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

God, who gives life to all things

and frees us from despair,

bless you with truth and peace.

And may the holy Trinity, = one God,
guide you always in faith, hope, and love.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 807

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand'ring from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,

call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;
may | still thy goodness prove.

2 Here | raise my Ebenezer:
"Hither by thy help I've come";
and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be;

let that grace now like a fetter

bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it;
prone to leave the God | love.

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.

Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-1790, alt.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace, with Christ beside you.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Donna Frenzl,

Linda Westbrook,
George McElroy,

Nan Wolfe,

Pete and Linda Cagle,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,

Susan & Bill Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Ron & Susan Laliberte, neighbors of Barbara
Strampe,

Ed Colson, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Austin, Grandson of Jim & Mary Weeg,

Jean, Hackler family member,

Tyler, friend of Fetsch family,

Cindy Campbell, sister of Joni Benz,

Lynn, Dennis & Sharon Thee, relatives of Barbara
Strampe,

Julie Thornton, daughter of Don & Janet Anderson,
John, brother of Ken Griffitt,

Bonnie, friend of Susan Fetsch,

Candy, sister of Tom Bryer,

Craig Aldag, Uncle of Ali Luin,

Family of Matt, Son-in-law of Jenny Wheeler,
Erma Johnson, Aunt of Joni Benz,

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s grandson,

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck,
Jo Ann Sidoreus, friend of Pastor Kris,

Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Roberts,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Ron, Nephew of Jenny Wheeler,

Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz,

Doug Vogelsberg, friend of Dale Albers and Sheryl
Alderson,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Goodheart,
Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade Beck,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart Stewart,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Families,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thompson,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan




