
   

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday, March 27, 2022 
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

INTRODUCTION 

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are for-
given, and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the right-
eousness of God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the for-
giveness of God has “rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the 
father at the return of his prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for 
Jesus’ sake. Rejoice! 
 
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS  
The March Noisy Offering collection will go to the Olathe Animal Shelter, chosen by the 5th & 6th grade 
class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins. 
In the name of God, 
who makes a way in the wilderness, 
walks with us, 
and guides us in our pilgrimage. 
Amen. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
Holy One, 
we confess that we have wandered far from you: 
we have not trusted your promises, 
we have ignored your prophets in our own day, 
we have squandered our inheritance of grace, 
we have failed to recognize you in our midst. 
Have mercy on us! 
Forgive us and turn us again to you. 
Teach us to follow in your ways, 
assure us again of your love, 
and help us to love our neighbor. 
Amen. 
Beloved in Christ, 
the Word draws near to you, 
and all who call out to God shall be saved. 
In Jesus, God comes to you again and again 
and gathers you under wings of love. 

In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven. 
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ELW  666, vs.1, 2 & 4 

Greeting page 203 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

KYRIE   Pg. 203 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of compassion,  
you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy. By our 
baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your 
love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CARILLON RINGERS “What Wondrous Love Is This” arranged by Cynthia Dobrinski.   

 Flute- Lisa Erickson  

 
 
 First Reading: Joshua 5:9-12  

What Wondrous Love Is This 
 
1 What wondrous love is this,  

O my soul, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this 
 that caused the Lord of bliss 
 to bear the dreadful curse  

for my soul, for my soul, 
 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 
2 When I was sinking down,  

sinking down, sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down 
 beneath God's righteous frown, 

 Christ laid aside his crown  
for my soul, for my soul, 

 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
 
4 And when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
 and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 
 and when from death I'm free,  

I'll sing God's love for me, 
       and through eternity  

I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 
and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. 



By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead 
of the miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites 
symbolically bring their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 
 
9The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of 
Egypt.” And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 
  10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the even-
ing on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after 
the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened 
cakes and parched grain. 12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of 
the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of 
Canaan that year.   

   
The Word of The Lord.        Thanks Be to God.  
 

Psalm: Psalm 32  
Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord. (Ps. 32:11) 
 
 1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 
  and whose sin is put away! 
 2Happy are they to whom the Lord imputes no guilt, 
  and in whose spirit there is no guile!  
 3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 
  because of my groaning all day long. 
 4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 
  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer. 
 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” Then you forgave me the 
guilt of my sin. 
 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 
  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them.  
 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 
  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 
  I will guide you with my eye. 
 9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 



  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 
 10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 
  but mercy embraces those who trust in the Lord. 
 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the Lord; 
  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  
 
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  
One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is trans-
formed into newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled 
with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the 
city of Corinth. 

 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even 
though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer 
in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has 
passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who recon-
ciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So 
we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; we en-
treat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 

 The Word of The Lord.       Thanks Be to God.  
 
Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 15th Chapter. 
Glory to You, O Lord. 
Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32  
Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has 
spurned it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis 
for an older brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in 
the father’s home. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And 
the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes 
sinners and eats with them.” 



  3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man 
who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that 
will belong to me.’ So he divided his property be-
tween them. 13A few days later the younger son gath-
ered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and 
there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 
14When he had spent everything, a severe famine 
took place throughout that country, and he began to 
be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one 
of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his 
fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled 
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 
17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands 
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and 
go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of 
your hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far 
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned 
against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But 
the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it 
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf 
and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
  25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what 
was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the 
fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry 
and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he 
answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for 
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 
even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son 
of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed 
the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because 



this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been 
found.’ ” 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
SERMON   Pastor Kris Dietzen 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   ELW 608 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
 
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 
 calling for you and for me. 
 See, on the portals he's waiting and watch-

ing, 
 watching for you and for me. 
 
Refrain 
 "Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! (come home!) 
 You who are weary, come home." 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 
 calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is plead-
ing, 

 pleading for you and for me? 
 Why should we linger and heed not his 

mercies, 
 mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has prom-

ised, 
 promised for you and for me! 
 Though we have sinned, he has mercy and 

pardon, 
 pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 
 
Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 

 



the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession  
Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 
and all who are in need.  (A brief silence.) 
Jesus formed the disciples in the ways of extravagant mercy and profound wel-
come. Lead your church to be a community marked by forgiveness, hospitality, 
and celebration. Send us to transform a world plagued by fear and condemnation. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
You make the land to produce a harvest that sustains your entire creation. Equip 
farmers and farm workers who till the soil. Nourish the earth with ample rainfall 
and abundant sunshine. Heal grounds tainted by pollution or misuse. Merciful 
God, 
receive our prayer. 
Countries are divided and leaders often harbor grudges. Reconcile nations that ex-
perience conflict (especially). Act quickly to bring an end to war. Anoint peace-
makers trained in the art of diplomacy and foster a spirit of collaboration among 
political rivals. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your people cry for help in times of distress. Resolve disagreements among family 
members. Save those experiencing financial hardship. Hear our prayers for those 
who are sick or grieving (especially). Console us with the promise that everything 
can become new. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
Your love comes to us when a table is set and a feast is prepared. Bless the feed-
ing ministries of this congregation (especially). Bring an end to hunger in our com-
munity and around the world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
The one who was dead is alive again. We give thanks for those who have died, 
confident that steadfast love surrounds them. Shelter them in your love until we 
are gathered at your heavenly banquet. Merciful God, 



receive our prayer. 
Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 
Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
PEACE  
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us. 
The peace of the Lord be with you always, 
    And also with you 
Let us share God's peace with one another. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, ....... 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn. 
 
Holy, Holy pg. 207 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
Here is food and drink for the journey. 
Take and be filled. 
 
COMMUNION   

 

COMMUNION SONG pg. 208 



COMMUNION HYMNS ELW  779 

ELW 460 

 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Blessed Jesus, 

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
 
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
 that saved a wretch like me! 
 I once was lost, but now am found; 
 was blind, but now I see. 
 
2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
 and grace my fears relieved; 
 how precious did that grace appear 
 the hour I first believed! 
 
3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares  
 I have already come; 
 'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 

 and grace will lead me home. 
 
4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
 his word my hope secures; 
 he will my shield and portion be 
 as long as life endures. 
 
5 When we've been there ten thousand 

years, 
 bright shining as the sun, 
 we've no less days to sing God's praise 
 than when we'd first begun. 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 

 

Now the Silence 
 
 Now the silence 
 Now the peace 
 Now the empty hands uplifted 
 Now the kneeling 
 Now the plea 
 Now the Father's arms in welcome 
  

Now the hearing 
 Now the pow'r 
 Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 
 Now the body 
 Now the blood 
 Now the joyful celebration 

 
 Now the wedding 
 Now the songs 
 Now the heart forgiven leaping 
 Now the Spirit's visitation 
 Now the Son's epiphany 
 Now the Father's blessing 
 Now 
 Now 
 Now 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 
Text © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
 
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid 
license from copyright administrator. 



in this rich meal of grace, 
you have fed us with your body, the bread of life. 
Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope 
to a world in need. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING 
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together 
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in 
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you 
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
BLESSING 

You are children of God, 
anointed with the oil of gladness 
and strengthened for the journey. 
Almighty God, 
motherly, majestic, and mighty, 

☩ bless you this day and always. 
Amen. 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW  863, vs. 1, 3 & 5 

 

My God, How Wonderful Thou Art 
 
1 My God, how wonderful thou art, 
 thy majesty how bright! 
 How beautiful thy mercy seat 
 in depths of burning light! 
 
2 How wonderful, how beautiful 
 the sight of thee must be-- 
 thine endless wisdom, boundless pow'r, 
 and awesome purity! 
 

3 No earthly father loves like thee; 
 no mother, e'er so mild, 
 bears and forbears as thou hast done 
 with me, thy sinful child. 
 
5 My God, how wonderful thou art, 
 thou everlasting friend! 
 On thee I stay my trusting heart 
 till faith in vision end. 
 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863 

 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
Thanks be to God. 



St. Mark’s members: 

Joni Benz, 

Shirley Knappenberger  

Linda Westbrook, 

George McElroy, 

Nan Wolfe, 

Pete and Linda Cagle, 

Shane Paulson, 

Janet Schmidt,  

Susan & Bill Roberts,  

Phyllis Dettmer, 

Madison Young 

 

Family & friends: 

Glenne, niece of Kathy Hinkle,  

Jane Ventress, friend of Ruth Ann Hackler’s 

granddaughter,  

Manuel & family, friend of Jenny Wheeler’s 

grandson, 

Elsie, Aunt of Debbie VanKempen, 

Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck, 

Bob and Luann Decker, friends of the Weegs, 

John and Suzanne McMahon, friends of St. 

Mark’s, 

Allen, Son of Kathy Hinkle’s Step-mom, 

Jo Ann Sidoreus, friend of Pastor Kris, 

Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Rob-

erts, 

Andrew, friend of the Scherrers, 

Ron, Nephew of Jenny Wheeler, 

Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz, 

Doug Vogelsberg, friend of Dale Albers and 

Sheryl Alderson, 

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz, 

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer, 

Glenda Kirk, friend of Joyce Johnson, 

Randy Borg, nephew of Joyce Johnson, 

Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler, 

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle, 

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail, 

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle, 

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins, 

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe, 

Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe, 

Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe, 

Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz, 

Lena Shelton, friend of  the Schmideskamps,  

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,  

Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,  

Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,  

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,  

Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-

heart,  

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,  

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,  

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-

heart,  

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,  

Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,  

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,  

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,  

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,  

Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s  

sister-in-law,  

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,  

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade 

Beck,  

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart 

Stewart, 

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,  

Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,  

Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-

lies,  

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,  

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,  

All People affected by natural disasters 

 

Those in the Military:  
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son, 
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan  

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES 
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.  

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list. 


