St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, February 20, 2022
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
INTRODUCTION
Mercy. Mercy. Mercy. Joseph lives it in Egypt. Jesus preaches it in the gospel. The
Spirit guides us into merciful lives with the power of forgiveness to reconcile what
is fractured and divided. Such merciful living is the baptismal blessing of having
put on Christ. It is the gift of the life-giving Spirit. It is a reflection of God’s glory
revealed in Christ.
WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS
The February Noisy Offering collection will go to 15 and the Mahomies Foundation, chosen by Parish Ed

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who creates us,
redeems us,
and calls us by name.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and your beloved children.
We have turned our faces away from your glory
when it did not appear as we expected.
We have rejected your word
when it made us confront ourselves.
We have failed to show hospitality
to those you called us to welcome.
Accept our repentance for the things we have done
and the things we have left undone.
For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe
in the glory of your Son born among us,
and reflect your love for all creation.
Amen.
Rejoice in this good news:
In ☩ Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven.
You are descendants of the Most High,
adopted into the household of Christ,
and inheritors of eternal life.
Live as freed and forgiven children of God.
Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 449, vs. 1 & 4
We Know That Christ Is Raised
1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no
more.
Embraced by death, he broke its fearful
hold,
and our despair he turned to blazing joy.
Hallelujah!

4 A new creation comes to life and grows
as Christ's new body takes on flesh and
blood.
The universe restored and whole will sing:
Hallelujah!
Text: John B. Geyer, b.
1932Text © John B. Geyer
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license
from copyright administrator.

Greeting page 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
KYRIE
Pg. 147
HYMN OF PRAISE page 149
PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord Jesus,
make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow
love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O
divine master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your
name, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Many years after being sold into slavery by his jealous brothers, Joseph reveals
himself to them. Now the second-in-command in Egypt, Joseph reassures his
brothers that God has used their evil intentions for good to preserve life during a
devastating famine, and Joseph forgives them.
3

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
4
Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer.
He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not

be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent
me before you to preserve life. 6For the famine has been in the land these two
years; and there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor
harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God;
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your
son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay.
10
You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your
children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all
that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of
famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not
come to poverty.’ ” 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and
after that his brothers talked with him.
The Word of The Lord.

Thanks Be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
The lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of
peace. (Ps. 37:11)
1

Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
2
For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
3
Put your trust in the Lord and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
4
Take delight in the Lord,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
5
Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord,
and see what God will do.
6
The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
7
Be still before the Lord and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil
schemes.

8

Refrain from anger, leaverage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
9
For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.
10
In a little while the wicked shall be no more;
even if you search out their place, they will not be there.
11
But the lowly shall possess the land;
they will delight in abundance of peace.
39
But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lord;
you are their stronghold in time of trouble.
40
You, O Lord, will help them and rescue them;
you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they
seek refuge.
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
In the Apostles’ Creed, we speak of the “resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.” Using the metaphor of a planted seed and the story of Adam, Paul
preaches passionately about the mystery of following Christ’s perfect life into eternity.
35

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do
they come?” 36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as
for what you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps
of wheat or of some other grain. 38But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and
to each kind of seed its own body.
42
So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is
raised is imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a physical body, there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written,
“The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from
heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the
man of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven.

50

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit
the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.
The Word of The Lord.

Thanks Be to God.

Holy Gospel, according to Luke, the 6th Chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38
Jesus continues to address a crowd of his disciples. He invites his followers to
shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies
and outsiders. Living in harmony with God’s intent brings the reward of overflowing blessing.
[Jesus said:] 27“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those
who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes
away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs
from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again. 31Do to
others as you would have them do to you.
32
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be children of
the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just
as your Father is merciful.
37
“Do not judge, and you will not be judged;
do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven;
38
give, and it will be given to you. A good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the
measure you give will be the measure you get
back.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 618
Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer
1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but you are mighty;
hold me with your pow'rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me now and evermore,
feed me now and evermore.
2 Open now the crystal fountain
where the healing waters flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer,
shield me with your mighty arm,
shield me with your mighty arm.
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;
death of death and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan's side.
Songs and praises, songs and praises,
I will raise forevermore,
I will raise forevermore.
Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
Prayers of Intercession
The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray
for the church, the world, and all that God has made. (A brief silence.)
You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to
follow the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to
show mercy just as we have first received mercy. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers and all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for
planting. Bring forth from buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against
famine and disease. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners
and amplify the voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and
deliver all whose spirits are troubled (especially). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes,
and show love to those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom
(especially). As you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us
in faith by the promise of resurrection. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of
our prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 153
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to God’s table.
There is a place for you and enough for all.
COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 154
COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 325
I Want Jesus to Walk with Me
1 I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
all along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
in my trials, Lord, walk with me;

when my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
when my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.
Text: African American spiritual

ELW 470
Draw Us in the Spirit's Tether

so now bind our friendship up.

1 Draw us in the Spirit's tether,
for when humbly in your name
two or three are met together,
you are in the midst of them.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Touch we now your garment's hem.

3 All our meals and all our living
make as sacraments of you,
that by caring, helping, giving,
we may be disciples true.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
We will serve with faith anew.

2 As disciples used to gather
in the name of Christ to sup,
then with thanks to God the giver
break the bread and bless the cup,
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936, alt.
Text from Songs of Praise Enlarged Edition © Oxford University Press
1931.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license
from copyright administrator.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, gracious God,
for we have feasted on the abundance of your house.
Send us to bring good news
and to proclaim your favor to all,
strengthened with the richness of your grace
in your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
SENDING
Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
BLESSING
God, who leads you in pathways of righteousness,
who rejoices over you,

and who calls you by name,
☩ bless your going out and your coming in,
today and forever.
Amen.
RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 841, vs. 1 & 3
Lift Every Voice and Sing

3 God of our weary years, God of our silent
tears,
1 Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heavthou who hast brought us thus far on the
en ring,
way;
ring with the harmonies of liberty.
thou who hast by thy might led us into the
Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning
light,
skies,
keep us forever in the path, we pray.
let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark
God, where we met thee;
past has taught us;
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the
sing a song full of the hope that the preworld, we forget thee;
sent has brought us;
shadowed beneath thy hand may we forfacing the rising sun of our new day begun,
ever stand,
let us march on till victory is won.
true to our God, true to our native land.
Text: James W. Johnson, 1871-1938

DISMISSAL
Go with Christ into a weary world.
Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES
Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.
Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.
St. Mark’s members:
Shirley Knappenberger
Linda Westbrook,
George McElroy,
Nan Wolfe,
Pete and Linda Cagle,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,
Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,
Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,
Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,
Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda GoodFamily & friends:
heart,
Donna McCarthy, friend of Ginny Schwartzbeck, Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Bob and Luann Decker, friends of the Weegs,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,
John and Suzanne McMahon, friends of St.
Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,
Mark’s,
Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,
Allen, Son of Kathy Hinkle’s Step-mom,
Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Jo Ann Sidoreus, friend of Pastor Kris,
Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s
Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Robsister-in-law,
erts,
Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,
Judy Van, friend of the Weegs,
Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,
Beck,
Ron, Nephew of Jenny Wheeler,
Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart
Finch McMillan, Nephew of Deran & Maria Weeg, Stewart,
Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz,
Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Doug Vogelsberg, friend of Dale Albers and
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Sheryl Alderson,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger FamiCraig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,
lies,
Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,
Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,
Glenda Kirk, friend of Joyce Johnson,
Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,
Randy Borg, nephew of Joyce Johnson,
All People affected by natural disasters
Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,
Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,
Those in the Military:
A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen ThompAmber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,
son,
Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,
Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan
Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,
Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,
Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,

