St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday, January 2, 2022
Second Sunday of Christmas

ACT

God’s love, Our service.

INTRODUCTION

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is
revealed in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word ex-
isted with God from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas
is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gath-
ered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the
wine. Through these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and
truth.

WELCOME/ANNOUCEMENTS

The January Noisy Offering collection will go to Harvesters, chosen by the 3 year old— 2nd grade

class.
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Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 1872

Sunday, January 2, 2022

A nineteenth-century German Lutheran pastor, Loehe worked to enliven the church with the
eucharist at its center, from which would flow evangelism and social ministry. He sent pastors
to North America, Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and the Ukraine.

From sundaysandseasons.com.



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the pre-
siding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,

who sends the word with angels,

who is made flesh among all peoples,

and who breathes peace on all the earth.

Amen.

In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Holy God,

we confess our sin before you.

We replace compassion with competition.

We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek.
We are quick to anger but slow to forgive.

We have not put on love in harmony with you.
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word.
Swaddle our hearts with your peace,

that all we do, in word or deed,

may reflect your love born among us.

Amen.

| bring you good news of great joy for all people:
God has come among us

in the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord.

++ In Christ your sins are forgiven

and you are clothed in peace.

Amen.




PROCESSIONAL HYMN ELW 267

Joy to the World
3 No more let sin and sorrow grow
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! nor thorns infest the ground;
Let earth receive her king; he comes to make his blessings flow
let ev'ry heart prepare him room far as the curse is found,
and heav'n and nature sing, far as the curse is found,
and heav'n and nature sing, far as, far as the curse is found.

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing.
4 He rules the world with truth and grace

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! and makes the nations prove
Let all their songs employ, the glories of his righteousness
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and and wonders of his love,
plains and wonders of his love,
repeat the sounding joy, and wonders, wonders of his love.
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. Text: |saac Watts, 1674-1748

Greeting page 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE Pg. 147

HYMN OF PRAISE page 149
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile.
In Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will
express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow.

"Thus says the LORD:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,



and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
“Save, O LORD, your people,
the remnant of Israel.”
“See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame,
those with child and those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.
°With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
| will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.

"“Hear the word of the LoRrD, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.”
"'For the LORD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
"They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
“Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
| will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
"I will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,
says the LORD.
The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20
Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12)

12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,

“who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.

"God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.

"God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.

'°God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.

""God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?

"*The LoRD sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.

"“God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.

““The LoRD has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God'’s judgments. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and
earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children
and have been promised eternal salvation.

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, ‘just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. "He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according
to the good pleasure of his will, “to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. ’In him we have redemption through his blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace “that he lav-
ished on us. With all wisdom and insight “he has made known to us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, "“as a plan for
the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on



earth. "'In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined ac-
cording to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his coun-
sel and will, *’so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live
for the praise of his glory. “’In him you also, when you had heard the word of
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; ““this is the pledge of our inheritance toward re-
demption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.

The Word of The Lord. Thanks Be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION page 151

Holy Gospel, according to John, the 1st Chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18

John begins his gospel with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all
things were created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the
world.

['In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. “He was in the beginning with God. “All things came into being through him,
and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being “in him
was life, and the life was the light of all people. “The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

“There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 'He came as a wit-
ness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. “He himself was
not the light, but he came to testify to the :
light. “The true light, which enlightens every-
one, was coming into the world.]

"He was in the world, and the world
came into being through him; yet the world
did not know him. "'He came to what was
his own, and his own people did not accept
him. “’But to all who received him, who be-
lieved in his name, he gave power to be-
come children of God, “who were born, not
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God.




“’And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. “(John testified to him
and cried out, “This was he of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead
of me because he was before me.””) °From his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. 'The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. "°No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son,
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

CHILDREN’S SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
SERMON Pastor Kris Dietzen
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 276

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 2 Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping
vigil till the morning new
1 Infant holy, infant lowly, saw the glory, heard the story,
for his bed a cattle stall; tidings of a gospel true.
oxen lowing, little knowing Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow,
Christ the child is Lord of all. praises voicing, greet the morrow:
Swiftly winging, angels singing, Christ the child was born for you!
bells are ringing, tidings bringing: Christ the child was born for you!
Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child is Lord of all! Text: Polish carol; tr. Edith M. G. Reed, 1885-1933, alt.

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.



For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the
Living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped

And glorified, who has spoken through the

prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
Apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism

for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. (A brief silence.)

You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our atten-
tion to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your
church a place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us up
today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom
and deepen our care for your natural world. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and



peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and
identities have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating
the adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those strug-
gling with infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this con-
gregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As
the seasons and the calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Merci-
ful God,

receive our prayer.

We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service (especially Wilhelm
Loehe, whom we commemorate today). Lead us in your grace until, with all your
saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to you,
confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.

PEACE
In Jesus Christ, God has made his peace with us.
The peace of the Lord be with you always,
And also with you
Let us share God's peace with one another.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, .......
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,



we praise your name and join their unending hymn.

Holy, Holy pg. 153
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
In Christ’s manger, at Christ’s table,
come, see what God makes known for you.

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG pg. 154

COMMUNION HYMN ELW 302
As with Gladness Men of Old

1 As with gladness men of old
did the guiding star behold;
as with joy they hailed its light, 4
leading onward, beaming bright;
so, most gracious Lord, may we
evermore be led by thee.

2 As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to thy lowly bed,
there to bend the knee before 5
thee, whom heav'n and earth adore;
so may we with willing feet
ever seek thy mercy seat.

3 Asthey offered gifts most rare
at thy cradle, rude and bare,

pure and free from sin's alloy,
all our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to thee, our heav'nly king.

Holy Jesus, ev'ry day

keep us in the narrow way;

and when earthly things are past,
bring our ransomed souls at last
where they need no star to guide,
where no clouds thy glory hide.

In the heav'nly country bright
need they no created light;

thou its light, its joy, its crown,
thou its sun which goes not down;
there forever may we sing
alleluias to our king.

SO may we Wlth hon joy, Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt.

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and keep you in his grace.

Amen.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus,

God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine.

As we have shared this feast of love,

strengthen us to share your love with all the world.

In Jesus’ name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING

Draw your church together, O God, into one great company of disciples, together
following our teacher Jesus Christ into every walk of life, together serving in
Christ’s mission to the world, and together witnessing to your love wherever you
will send us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

BLESSING

The God of hope

fill us with all joy and peace in believing,
so that we may abound in hope

by the power of the Holy Spirit,

through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh.
Amen.

RECESSIONAL HYMN ELW 270

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin's womb.
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
"Glory to the newborn king; Hail, incarnate deity!
peace on earth, and mercy mild, Pleased as man with us to dwell,
God and sinners reconciled." Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain
Joyful, all you nations, rise;
join the triumph of the skies; 3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace!
with angelic hosts proclaim, Hail the Sun of righteousness!
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" Light and life to all he brings,
ris'n with healing in his wings.
Refrain Mild he lays his glory by,
Hark! The herald angels sing, born that we no more may die,
"Glory to the newborn king!" born to raise each child of earth,

born to give us second birth. Refrain
2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored,
Christ the everlasting LOFd Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.



DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.
Thanks be to God.




PRAYER REQUESTS & CONDOLENCES

Contact Janet Anderson at 913.780.6408 to add names to the prayer chain or to join the prayer chain.

Please contact the church office to make changes to this list.

St. Mark’s members:
Clarence Linsey,
Linda Westbrook,
George McElroy,
Nan Wolfe,

Pete and Linda Cagle,
Shane Paulson,
Janet Schmidt,
Susan & Bill Roberts,
Phyllis Dettmer,
Madison Young

Family & friends:

Allen, Son of Kathy Hinkle’s Step-mom,

Jo Ann Sidoreus, friend of Pastor Kris,
Juliana Marie McClelland, friend of Susan Rob-
erts,

Judy Van, friend of the Weegs,

Lucille Thornton , family of the Andersons,
Andrew, friend of the Scherrers,

Ron, Nephew of Jenny Wheeler,

Finch McMillan, Nephew of Deran & Maria Weeg,
Kenny Belcher, friend of Steve Benz,

Doug Vogelsberg, friend of Dale Albers and
Sheryl Alderson,

Craig Downing, Father of Joni Benz,

Suzie, Aunt of Nancy Bryer,

Glenda Kirk, friend of Joyce Johnson,

Randy Borg, nephew of Joyce Johnson,
Jenny Mack, Niece of Jenny Wheeler,

Chris, Brother of Pete Cagle,

Amber Smith, friend of Pete Cagle,

Family of Kathy, cousin of Barb Nail,

Iris Howard, friend of Pete Cagle,

Steele McLaren, friend of the Luins,

Leo Patton, Grandfather of Jason Howe,
Gary Stepenson, Uncle of Jason Howe,
Rowan Espey, family of Barbara Strampe,
Bruce Campbell, Brother-in-law of Joni Benz,
Lena Shelton, friend of the Schmideskamps,
Crissy, cousin of Tom Bryer ,

Peggy Hinkle, Step-Mother of Kathy Hinkle,
Stephanie Herndon, friend of Kathy Hinkle,
Tim Eiter, Father of Todd Eiter,

Rebeka Gillette, friend of Janet Nichols,
Jackie Warriner, Sister-in-law of Linda Good-
heart,

Don Thun, Father of Matt Thun,

Katherine Gile, sister of Anne Gardner,

Matt Warriner, Great Nephew of Linda Good-
heart,

Joan Nelson, Sister-in-law of Linda Goodheart,
Dean Taake, Joyce Johnson’s brother,

Gibby, friend of Erica Bryer,

Joanne, Amy Fisher’s sister,

Neil Warriner, Linda Goodheart’s brother,
Judy Wendt, Jeannine Matthew’s

sister-in-law,

Donna Poppe, friend of St. Marks,

Rosemary Williams & her sons Wayne & Wade
Beck,

Brooke Harris, friend of Gretchen Goodheart
Stewart,

Dan Ostergaard - friend of the Goodhearts,
Bruce Dawson, friend of the Goodhearts,
Jackson Werth, friend of the Bott/Bollinger Fami-
lies,

Kirk Wheeler, cousin of Verna McMullin,

Ivan, brother of Jane Stresewski,

All People affected by natural disasters

Those in the Military:

A.J. Simons, nephew of Stan and Karen Thomp-
son,

Logan Peck, nephew of Karen and Stan




